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XIII. INDIA. 
 
When the Saviour arrived in this world, wise men from the East, aroused by the sight of His 
distant star, made a long journey to see Him for themselves, and when they had seen Him, 
without listening to what anyone else might say, or being influenced by those who would fain 
have put Him down, they threw in their lot with Him, as far as they saw it possible to do.  
 
How many have seen the rise of The Salvation Army, have read about it, thought and prayed 
about it, and, perhaps, even come to see it, without daring, at the last, to act up to their 
convictions? 
 
Colonel Tucker, the founder of our work in India, must always stand out in contrast with this 
cowardly and half-hearted race. He read the Christmas" War Cry" of 1880 in his far-off magistracy 
in North-west India, determined to see this Army, obtained leave of absence, came to London, 
and, after careful inspection in all directions, resigned his splendid position in the Indian Civil 
Service, and turned, with his life, to The Army, willing either to sit in a little wooden box at 
Headquarters, using his legal skill in the preparation of our leases, to march with our smallest 
Corps , through the worst of neighborhoods, to sell the " War Cry " on pavement, train, or 'bus, 
or to go back to the conquest of India.  
 
Upon this great Mission he was dispatched on the .23rd of August, 1882 with his wife and a few 
English Officers. 
 
The Bombay Police took fright at the terrible invasion of these six men and women, and the 
Colonel was soon in prison. Nothing could possibly have helped us so much, for as all our 
Officers were, of course, in native dress, it was felt throughout the whole country that the real 
friends of the natives, the one set of Englishmen who had come to live amongst them, and on 
their level for their good, were set upon by the Christian Government as no other company of 
religionists had been, and were condemned needlessly, if not unjustly, to cruel treatment.  
 
Huge sympathetic meetings were held in Calcutta and elsewhere, and the native papers, almost 
all, rallied to our support. For the first time Hindoos and Mohammedans were united in 
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defending the faithful followers of Jesus Christ who were ready to go down to any depth, yes, 
even to prison, in order to reach the poor to whom they had come with the glad tidings they 
brought.  
 
Wherever the Colonel, alone, or with one or two of his Officers, appeared, the masses came out, 
not to treat him with the hostility which the Bombay authorities had predicted, but with every 
sign of sympathy and interest. The "Statesman and Friend of India" said that "Nearly 4,000 
people collected in the College Square, Calcutta, to see three Salvation Army Officers lead a 
number of Methodists in procession with a big drum, cornet, and tambourine." The roadways 
along which they afterwards passed were packed with natives. Police officers, in and out of 
uniform, accompanied the procession, but the people were very orderly, and exhibited the 
utmost good humor throughout.  
 
And all along, down to the present clay, both in India and Ceylon, the story has been the same. 
It has only been necessary for The Salvation Army to appear, in the persons of one or two of its 
Officers, for the natives of every sort and grade to crowd around them with friendly curiosity, so 
that there cannot be any question as to the prospect before us, whenever and wherever our 
Officers are able to speak to the people in their own language.  
 
This has been, so far, the greatest difficulty. Officers who have toiled under the burning sun until 
their strength has been utterly exhausted, and who, living on native food, and enduring all 
manner of privations cheerfully for the sake of God and the people whom they love, have been, 
up to the present time in most cases, at a dreadful disadvantage because they have had, with 
one or two exceptions, to speak altogether through interpreters. But now we begin to hear of 
one after another who can speak this or that language, and we know what that will mean by-and-
by.  
 
But we have got interpreters, not one of whom is paid for his labor; and this has been the case 
from the very first. Colonel Tucker's perfect knowledge of Hindoostanee enabled him speedily 
to enlist, in Bombay, men who knew other languages as well.  
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With the assistance of these interpreters the word has gone home with power to the people's 
hearts, and very many have been truly saved. Indeed, the greatest difficulty has been, in the 
absence of sufficient Officers acquainted with the language of the people, properly to take hold 
of and organise the converts gathered at the sevices; so that the war, both in India and Ceylon, 
has in many cases appeared to be temporary; whereas it is beyond all dispute that a great and 
permanent work of salvation has been wrought in many hearts. 
 
Several Officers, including Colonel Tucker himself, have had to return to England invalided, for 
shorter or longer periods, and this again has of course told disadvantageously upon the 
movement; but, in spite of every drawback, we hold our ground successfully in Bombay, Calcutta, 
and Madras, and have quite an extended hold upon the villages of Gujarat, from which, we regret 
to say, desperate efforts have been made by some of the authorities, here and there, to dislodge 
us. Several Officers and Soldiers have had to suffer imprisonment, which they have borne with 
the same cheerful resolution which has characterised their comrades in other parts of the world 
under similar circumstances. But we are thankful to say an appeal, conducted by Colonel Tucker 
himself with his usual skill, has resulted in the reversal of decisions and decrees obtained against 
them, and pronouncements in their favour to such an extent as will, we trust, put an end to these 
scandalous prosecutions, and leave our Officers free to devote themselves to the salvation of 
the millions of heathen around them. 
 
The results of our Indian work are not to be measured even by the boundaries of the vast 
peninsula itself, for not only have the services been attended by Arabs and Persians, by Burmans 
and Australians, but the Indian “War Cry” has been peculiarly blessed to missionaries in China, 
and to friends in the United States, and the visits of the Colonel and other Officers have been, 
to many in France as well as England, like a new revelation of the requirements of God and the 
world. May those barefooted devotees to the salvation of India be the instruments, in God's 
hands, of calling multitudes of Europeans, as well as Asiatics, to leave all and follow Him! 


