
 

Essential Measures — Reply Letter 1 

Reply from Brigadier and Mrs. James Melling 
 
 
8 February 1912 
 
General William Booth 
LONDON 
 
Our Beloved General, 
 
We thank you very much for your valued letter, and were grateful on receiving it. It is full of 
helpful advice and loving admonitions, and we will do our very best in carrying out your wishes 
for the salvation and betterment of the people of India. 
 
Your example has ever been a means of encouragement to us, and when dark times have come 
we have always thought, no matter what difficulties we have to contend with, that our dear 
General has had a thousand time more difficult and perplexing oath to tread, and he has come 
out on top. Hallelujah! This has helped us to go on. 
 
Our prayers for you are as Ernest and continual as for our dearest relatives. Just now we know 
that special prayer is needed on behalf of the Social Work, and you may rely on us not forgetting 
this matter. 
 
We are intensely thankful to hear how hopeful you were in regard to your sight, and trust that 
your highest hopes will be realized in this direction. 
 
We pray that you may never find that your confidence in us has been misplaced. Our whole heart 
and soul are in our work and we can truly say that we have no interest apart from God and The 
Salvation Army. 
 
We have just had our photographs taken for India’s ‘Cry which is to be a United Province Special 
next month and we are taking the liberty of sending you a copy, which we would ask you to 
kindly accept with our best wishes. 
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God bless you! 
 
Yours very affectionately, 
James and Nellie Melling 
Brigadiers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biographical Notes: 
 
James Melling was born in 1867 in Fleetwood, Lancashire, England, and sailed for India as a 
Salvation Army officer in 1889. He took the name Deleri Singh and his first wife, Nellie 
Gibbons, was known as Satya Bai. They had a son, James, who settled in New Zealand and had 
four sons, Kenneth, Alan, Osborne and Frank. 
 
In 1929 the widowed Lieut-Colonel James Melling married a Norwegian officer, Marie 
Nordang, in Bombay. They sailed to New Zealand to retire there but were caught up in the 
Napier earthquake of 1930. At Marie’s insistence they booked a passage to Tilbury, England, 
and lived briefly at Elmers End, Beckenham, in south London. Their son Edgar was born in 
1931 when James was aged 64. Edgar’s daughter, Major Jayne Roberts, is currently Divisional 
Director of Women’s Ministries, East Midland Division, United Kingdom Territory with the 
Republic of Ireland. 
 


