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CHAPTER 13: The Relations of Husband and Wife (continued) 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
I am afraid that many of the anticipations generally cherished, with respect to the 
happiness of married life, are not realised. I want, therefore, to give a few counsels, 
which will, I think, if followed, tend to the realisation of, at least, a measure of the 
blessedness often so fondly associated beforehand with Matrimony, and thereby do 
something to make it answer the end God had in view in its institution. 
 
1.   Happiness in married life will depend with every Salvationist upon  its being begun 
and carried on in the will of God. Remember this. If the union is not of God, if it has 
not His approval, and is not for His Glory, it will come to worse than nought. But, if it is 
of God, neither man nor devils can prevent it being a joy and a blessing. 
 
Poverty, persecution, affliction, and I know not what other tribulations, may, in one 
form or another, be associated with the Marriage state; but when these opposing 
influences are in the will of God, they will work out the Divine purpose, bringing 
blessing to others, and ultimately eternal honour to both husband and wife. See to it, 
therefore, that the approval of God on your union is sought for at the beginning, and 
that He is worshipped, feared, and obeyed implicitly to the end. 
 
2.  Remember, also, that happiness in Marriage will be found to depend very much 
upon the joint performance of the duties belonging to it The husband cannot neglect 
his share without the wife suffering; neither can the wife neglect her share without 
entailing misery on her husband. If, for instance, the husband refuses to work for the 
support of the household, the wife and family will starve. If the wife does not care for 
the home, practise economy, or nurse the children, the husband and the whole family 
will suffer in consequence. So on, all the way through, each most do their share, and 
do it with their might. 
 
3.  Continue carefully to cherish toward each other the affection already in existence. 
Someone has wisely said, to married people, "Be Lovers still." Love is delicately 
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constituted; and, to live and thrive, it must be carefully guarded and encouraged. 
Much of the love, in the married life of many, dies of starvation — anyway, from 
neglect. If you cultivate it, you will have an abundant harvest; if you do it violence, or 
leave it untended, thorns will choke it, and it will probably utterly perish. 
 
Oh, love is the choicest treasure in your Marriage Outfit! All the gold and silver in the 
coffers of a millionaire will not purchase love. The powers of an emperor cannot win it. 
The wisdom of a scholar cannot discover it. The skill of the most inventive genius. the 
world ever knew cannot manufacture love. 
 
Love will make your house glad, whether it is a cottage or a mansion. Love will smooth 
the roughest road you may be called to travel. Love will fit your back to whatever 
burden you may have to bear. Love will make you equal to whatever position you may 
have to fill. The love of Courtship was precious to you, but the pure and mature love of 
Marriage should be more precious still. I loved my Bride before I took her to the altar, 
but I loved her more, and derived more 'happiness from my love, twenty years after 
that sacred event, than ever I did before. I beseech you, take heed of your love. 
Encourage it, and, whatever else may come or go, do not neglect your love for each 
other, do not let it languish or die. 
 
4.  Bear and forbear with each other's faults and infirmities. Do not be disappointed to 
find that you have not married an Angel. You will have been blind, indeed, not to have 
discerned certain failings in each other before Marriage. And you will certainly make 
further discoveries in the same direction as the years go by and you come to know 
each other better. 
 
These imperfections, whether consisting in dissimilarity of temper or taste, whether 
infirmities of body or mind, will call for the exercise of all the patience you can 
command. But the patience must be forthcoming, or greater evils still will follow. 
 

"The kindest and the happiest pair 
Will find occasion to forbear; 

And something every day they live 
To pity, and perhaps forgive.” 
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You must cast yourself upon God for the supply of the Grace and Wisdom you need, 
and in nothing will He be more willing to give yon His help. 
 
5.  You must agree to differ on unimportant matters. Half the quarrels and divisions in 
married life begin with disagreements over trifles. Let each be pleased for the other to 
entertain and express their own views and opinions on things that do not affect the 
con-science, or threaten to interfere with the real welfare of the family. It is sheer folly 
to wrangle about little things. Especially is it so, as yon never know to what sad 
consequences such wrangling may lead. 
 
I remember hearing of a man and his wife who, sitting at supper one evening, 
observed a mouse run across the floor, and disappear. The husband said it ran into 
one hole; the wife said it ran into another. The husband replied that he was confident 
the mouse went into the hole that he had indicated; but the wife responded that she 
was equally confident it did not. And so the altercation went on until it rose to high 
words, and a bitter quarrel followed, that resulted in their separation. 
 
After living apart seven years a reconciliation was effected. A few days after the 
reunion, however, sitting at supper in the same room where the first dispute had 
occurred, one of them referred to the original quarrel, saying, "The mouse did go into 
that hole," and the other immediately replied, "No, it did not." And they quarrelled 
again, and parted, never to be reunited in this life! 
 
Every reader of this Letter will say, "How exceedingly stupid it was for these people to 
disagree over such a trivial thing I " But are there not almost every day, in many 
families quarrels over matters quite as unimportant? Even if they do not lead to such 
disastrous results, there is always the possibility of their doing so. And even when 
there is no such danger, how contrary to true love, and how unlike the spirit of Christ it 
must be to engage in such frivolous contentions. 
 
Agree, then, I say, to differ. Regard each other's convictions and judgment as sacred; 
and while you use the reasonable persuasions of love to promote a perfect harmony 
of thought and feeling, as well as of will and action, do it with that patience and 
gentleness towards one another which are the marks of every true follower of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. 
 
6.  When differences do occur, as they almost certainly will, let each be willing to bear 
the blame! It is not uncommon to hear the husband say, when there is a quarrel on, 
"Well, it is all the wife's fault"; and, only too frequently, we hear the wife, on similar 
occasions, laying all the blame of the disagreement upon her husband. 
 
Now, in the majority of family jars, everybody will know that there are faults on both 
sides. It may not be so always. Indeed, I have known many wives who, for long years, 
have endured treatment of the most unjust and cruel character with un-complaining 
patience and submission, the blame, so far as I could judge, being wholly on the 
husband's side. And I have known husbands who have been called to suffer all kinds 
of wrong at the hands of their wives, and who have done so without making an evil 
return. But, although the blameworthiness may not be equally divided, some part of 
the fault will usually be traceable to both parties. 
 
To end differences when they exist, to drive away the devil of discord, as speedily as 
possible, and to promote peace between hearts so nearly allied as are those of 
husband and wife, must be a truly sacred duty. To attain this end, the first opportunity 
should be taken to effect a reconciliation; and it cannot be done so quickly or 
effectively in any other way as by one of the parties, when finding out where he or she 
have themselves been to blame, frankly acknowledging it, and then asking 
forgiveness, whether the other will do so or not. 
 
It is said that John Wesley, on one occasion, had a rather painful altercation, 
overnight, with the preacher who travelled with him as his servant — some very high 
words being spoken on both sides. The next morning, when they met, Mr. Wesley 
said, "Well, James, are you going to ask my pardon for what transpired last night?" 
“No, sir," said James, sullenly; "I am not." Upon which Mr. Wesley rejoined, "Well, 
then, I will ask your pardon — will you forgive me?" James immediately broke down, 
acknowledged wherein he had been at fault, asked Mr. Wesley's pardon, and they 
became, in consequence, better friends than ever. 
 
The command of St. Paul, "Let not the sun go down upon your wrath," is peculiarly 
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applicable to disputes between husband and wife. From whatever cause the 
disagreements may have arisen, both should be determined not to sleep until peace 
is restored between them — that is, where peace is possible. 
 
But, of course, it is better by far not to quarrel at all, and I am convinced that many 
dreary differences might be entirely avoided if both parties resolved to act in the spirit 
of the old lines: 
 

“I’ll not willingly offend, 
Nor be easily offended; 

What’s amiss I’ll strive to mend, 
And endure what can’t be mended.” 

 
7. Endeavour to promote your partner's happiness before your own. The spirit of 
happiness is a precious thing in a house. Its prevalence generally determines the 
amount of work performed, the lessons learnt, the prayers offered, the soul-saving 
efforts made, and many other good services. When this spirit is lacking in father and 
mother, it will very probably be absent also from the children. Every-thing, therefore, 
should be done that can be done, to create and maintain this treasure in the hearts of 
the parents. 
 
8.  You should cherish a spirit of tender sympathy with each other in the trials and 
cares which each have individually to endure. Much as husbands and wives have in 
common, they live in many respects, separate lives. Perhaps, this is true of every 
individual existence. In every breast there is a little world of responsibility, toil, anxiety, 
hope, and fear, which is entirely its own. "The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a 
stranger doth not inter-meddle with his joy." All of us have burdens to bear that no 
one can carry for us— burdens which no one else can even share; burdens which, you 
might say, in all their crashing weight, and in all their strength, none but the One 
above can ever even know. Husbands and wives are no exception in this experience: 
consequently, each should tenderly sympathise with, and endeavour in all possible 
and lawful ways to comfort and cheer, each other. 
 
To do this effectually, let me counsel you to act upon the following suggestions:  
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1.   Acquaint yourselves with each other's work and difficulties. The wife should, as far 
as possible, live in the husband's world, interest herself in his business, acquaint 
herself with his troubles, and share his hopes. By doing so she will be able intelligently 
to converse with him on those matters that, most closely affect him, and be qualified 
to give him valuable counsel. 
 
The husband should make himself familiar with everything of importance in his home. 
He should specially familiarise himself with the condition of his children, their health, 
their lessons, their morals, and their religion. This interest, I need not say, should also 
reach out to the duties undertaken by each member of the home circle in connection 
with the Corps to which they belong. 
 
2.   You should, if possible, find time to talk these things over together, at the end of 
the day. Husbands are often at fault here. The wife's heart will frequently be full of 
some family difficulty, and before she sleeps she will want to tell it out to the one 
dearest to her, who ought to be the one most interested in her affairs. But the 
husband will often be too full of his own trials or too weary to listen to hers, and so 
in solitary silence she must bury her care in her own breast. Women are often just as 
unwise with respect to the particular trials and anxieties of their husbands. The wife 
will be occupied with her sewing, her children, her neighbours, or her housekeeping 
just when her husband wants to pour out the story of his difficulties. By this means 
both are driven within themselves to live separate lives to the untold loss of that 
sympathy and guidance which they have a right to expect from one another; whereas 
they might, by sharing each other's trials, lighten their weight, or bring added 
strength to enable each the more bravely to bear up under them. 
 
3.    Husbands and wives should have no Secrets, from each other, on any subject 
connected with their mutual well-being. An old writer protests against people wearing 
their hearts on their sleeves for every crow to peck at; and it certainly is not wise to do 
so in the ordinary concerns of life. But this does not apply to the relations existing 
between married people. I advise you to lay bare your secrets to each other, 
whenever it is possible. To whom else on earth can you unburden your sorrow, tell 
your temptations, or describe your perplexities. 
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4.   Companion together as much as is consistent with the discharge of your other 
duties, and as far as possible fight together in the Salvation War. What a common 
thing it is for a couple who, for months or years before Marriage were seldom seen 
apart, to be now as seldom seen together! For those who have separate interests, to 
walk a separate path is to be expected, but this is entirely out of harmony with the 
spirit of true union. 
 
5.    As far as possible, sing each other's songs, love each other's friends, prefer each 
other's ways of doing things, cherish each other's objects in life, and so help to make 
each other good, and strong, and happy. 
 
6.    Realise the fact that you are, to a serious extent, responsible for each other's souls, 
and be determined to faithfully discharge your duty in this respect. I shall deal with 
this matter, more particularly, when I come to speak of the obligations under which 
husbands and wives are laid to each other; but I must give you a word or two of advice 
here, 
 
(i) Enquire constantly after each other's spiritual welfare. To do this with your 
Comrades in the Corps, and when you meet them in the streets, or if you do not, you 
ought to do. Then why should you not enquire as to the well-being of the one who is 
nearer to yon than any other creature on earth or in Heaven? 
 
(ii) Judge each other's spiritual condition, in love; but, at the same time, let it be done 
faithfully. 
 
(iii) Pray for each other; especially pray together as well as apart. 
 
(iv) Deal lovingly and frankly with each other's faults. 
 
 
(v) Be at some trouble to instruct and cheer each other forward in a holy, self-denying 
life. 
 
7.     Do what you can to stimulate each other's devotion to the Salvation War. The 
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world is full of influences calculated to draw you aside from making a good fight. Do 
not alloys Satan to use the dearest friendship of earth to steal your hearts away from 
that holy service to which you stand pledged before Heaven, and Earth, and Hell. Take 
the following advice to heart and act upon it:  
 
(i) Do nothing likely to hinder one another from pushing on the work of God to the 
utmost of your ability. On the contrary, unite in making opportunities for each other's 
attendance, either together or separately, at meetings, the visitation of the sick, doing 
the business of the Corps, or anything else that will help The Army. 
 
I know that this counsel will usually apply more particularly to husbands; but in a 
thousand cases it will also be found suitable for wives with respect to their husbands. 
It is not an unknown thing for the wife to throw obstacles in the way of    her husband 
doing his duty, 
 
by raising trifling difficulties, and pleading groundless fears about injury to his health 
and the like. 
 
(ii) Cheer one another forward, in those hours of depression and discouragement that, 
with more or less frequency, come upon all the Soldiers of Jesus Christ, and especially 
upon those who carry the burden of souls and do their utmost to rescue them from sin 
and death. A reason frequently given for Marriage is, the loneliness of the single state, 
and the desire for a companion, who will render assistance and encouragement amid 
the storms and trials of life. Mind that you answer faithfully and creditably to this 
description of a partner. 
 
(iii) Advise one another as to the quality of the Work done by each. This is both a duty 
and a privilege of love. Ton can point out the good features in each other's 
performances, and show the imperfections, whether of an address, or a song, or a 
testimony, as no one else can. You can suggest how these things can be done in a 
better manner, and with a more successful effect. Take care that you discharge this 
duty faithfully. Beware of flattery. Your desire to please will tempt you in this direction; 
but resist the temptation. 
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8.    Help each other in the selection of topics for your talks, lessons for your juniors, 
solos and the like. 
 
9.     Unite in your money gifts up to the measure of your ability. 
 
10.   Hold each other to the resolutions you formed before Marriage to make your 
home a godly home, and your children Salvationists, if God has entrusted you with 
any. Difficulties — often very great difficulties— will arise in the carrying out of this 
purpose; and it may be that, in view of the sacrifices involved, one or the other may be 
sorely tempted to go back on those precious Covenants, and may falter in their 
consecration to this duty. But you must each strive to encourage the other to keep 
faith with God, and to help each other to be true, cost what it may, to their Dedicatory 
Vows. Your home and your children belong to God. 


