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CHAPTER 15: The Husband’s Duties and Responsibilities  
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
Advantages, of every kind, usually carry with them responsibilities. By responsibilities, 
I mean the obligation to discharge certain duties. It is right that it should be so. Man 
was not created for enjoyment only, even of the highest kind, but for Work. God 
expects that we shall give as well as receive. It has been so from the beginning. Man 
was put down in Paradise amidst a glorious abundance of beauty and luxury; but, at 
the same time, he was enjoined to cultivate the garden, and to obey and worship his 
Maker. This principle has to do with the making of character; the discharge by man of 
his duty here will qualify him for higher, grander work up yonder. 
 
Anyway, advantage and responsibility cannot be separated in the relationship that we 
are discussing. The husband cannot expect to have the privileges of married life, 
without discharging the obligations which are attached to it by the ordination of God. 
If he does, he will be grievously disappointed, and spoil his lot into the bargain; for 
verily, verily, many a Marriage union, commenced under the sunniest auspices, has 
been marred after this fashion. The wife has brought to the altar, and to the home, a 
deep and tender love for the husband of her choice, together with the strongest 
determination to do all that in her lay to make that husband and that home happy and 
good. But it has soon turned out a one-sided affair. The cold and thoughtless neglect, 
where she expected to find the tenderest consideration, has, gradually, weaned her 
heart from its old affections, made her careless about her duties, and soured her 
disposition, until, on both sides, life itself has come to be a burden and a shame. 
 
Now, let me invite your serious attention to some of the duties for which it seems to 
me the husband is responsible. 
 
1.  The husband is responsible for the general well-being of the home and all therein. 
He is the protector of the wife and the guardian of the children. The interests of an 
Army necessitate a General; the interests of a ship demand a Captain; the interests of 
a family call for a head.  The husband is that head. 
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Nothing that he can do will relieve him of that responsibility so long as he lives.. One 
result of that headship is to make him chargeable with the work of providing a home, 
and supplying what is necessary to life and health for all that are under his roof. 
 
This headship also carries with it the responsibility for defence in any and every peril, 
whether from disease, or robbers, or foes of any other kind. The mother and children, 
and all within his walls, will, instinctively, turn to the father in times of danger. If he is 
Captain, he must be the first to meet the foe, and the last to leave the ship. When the 
vessel is given up, and the lifeboat is alongside, ''The women and children first," 
expresses the chivalry of the true husband's heart. There is no getting away from this 
doctrine. It is the law which largely prevails in the natural world; it is the law of 
common sense; and it is the law again and again laid down in the Bible, not only by 
precept and by command, but by example. 
 
But this headship involves more than the care of, what I may call, the natural affairs of 
the family, and upon which I have still something more to say. It demands a pure and 
exalted example of life and conduct. Every wife ought to find in her husband the 
practical expression of the precious truths she has received at the Saviour's feet. He 
should be her “Head" in the sense of her leader in the paths of practical Godliness, of 
right doing, and of faithful and honest dealing. Whatever disappointment she may 
find in those outside her home, in him, by her own fireside, she ought to be ever sure 
of help in the ways of truth and in unflinching devotion to duty. 
 
And more still. The head of the home is responsible for its good government. He must 
settle the rules and practices which are to prevail in it. While he gives every possible 
and kind consideration to his wife's wishes, it is his duty to regulate what goes on 
there, the visitors who are to be welcomed, the books which are to be read, the 
money that is to bespent, and many other important, if smaller, matters which will 
occur to all who have homes of their own. The true wife will accept this principle. She 
will recognise that it is a law of necessity. "Two cannot walk together, except they be 
agreed." But, it is impossible — anyway, very improbable — that two will always see eye 
to eye on every question of conduct that arises. 
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If, therefore, there is to be harmony between them they must agree, in such 
differences, to accept the decision of one as the decision of both. In this case, the law 
of Scripture and of usage, and of common instinct points to the husband as having 
that responsibility as the head of the household. 
 
Here I may be asked, “Does not this doctrine of headship clash with what has been 
previously said about the oneness of the union? “I reply, that there is nothing in this 
headship to prevent the most perfect oneness. When the husband confers with his 
wife on all matters that interest her, and of which she has any knowledge, and is 
willing to act upon her judgment, when he has reason to believe that it is more 
reliable than his own; and when the wife acts towards the husband in the same spirit, it 
will be found, that the headship will be so controlled by the law of love, that, for all 
practical purposes, they are as one soul. 
 
There will be no petty jealousies on the part of the husband, on the score of the wife's 
intruding herself into his sphere of action; and instead of any mortifying sense of 
domination being felt by the wife, as to her husband's headship, the danger will be all 
in the opposite direction. For when a woman is conscious that she possesses a 
husband, who daily shows her the respect and devotion which is her due, and who, 
she believes, would willingly lay down his life in her defence — even as Christ loved the 
Church, and gave His life for it — she will be in danger of going to the extreme in her 
submission and obedience to him. 
 
 2. The husband is responsible for the supply of the temporal needs of the household. 
When he took upon him the responsibility of making her his bride, he assumed the 
duty of providing for her and the family with which God might entrust her. It is true 
that his wife will be, commonly, ready enough to join hands with him in doing her 
share towards keeping a roof over their heads; but while he has health and strength 
nothing will relieve him from his responsibility in the matter. In writing for Salvationists, 
I have no need to talk about the heart-less shamefacedness with which any number of 
fathers, calling themselves men, waste their lives in debauchery and idleness, while 
their poor wives are dying of a broken heart, and their hungry children are crying for 
bread. I know of nothing more hateful and cowardly than this, except it be, perhaps, 
the lying excuses sometimes made for such conduct. 
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3.  The husband is responsible for the continued and careful cherishing of his love for 
his wife. Now, I have already dwelt, at some length, upon this topic. Still, the point is so 
vital, that I must be allowed to say something further concerning it. Love is ever and 
everywhere counted a precious thing. The affection existing before Marriage is 
celebrated high and low, forming by far the most popular subject in a  large portion of 
the literature of all nations, to say nothing of painting, music, and song. Love, after 
Marriage, however, is but little talked about; in fact, it is rarely mentioned. According 
to the painter, the poet, the novelist, and kindred dreamers, Cupid, the fabled god of 
love, takes little notice of lovers after they have been united in the bonds of wedlock. 
Neither do they — except, alas! it is to  spread  forth, and dilate upon, those instances 
of unlawful affection which, to their shame be it spoken, constitute a theme of undying 
interest alike to the actors, the authors, and the great mass of the readers of fiction. 
 
And yet, I defy all the students of human nature in the wide world to produce 
examples of purer, more satisfying, and soul-delighting affection than can be found in 
the constancy of married life. 
 
On this matter, let me bear my testimony. I am ever referring to my own experience, 
and that, partly, because it is my own, and because I can, therefore, quote it with 
confidence. 
 
I loved, as lovers love, for three long years before it was my privilege to take my Bride 
from her father's house, and call her by the precious name of Wife. I loved her, I 
repeat, before that time. My nature is not without a measure of those powers of 
imagination and airy castle-building which together, help so much the pleasure and 
romance of Courtship, so that I know something of the strength and fascination of the 
love that precedes the union. But I can testify that the love we cherished in those 
gloomiest days and stormiest periods with which our married career was so frequently 
chequered, even in the dark days when my Beloved was fading like a dying flower 
before my eyes, excelled in force and fervour all that had gone before. 
 
The husband should cherish his love, because it will so often prove the only means of 
retaining the affection of his wife. Woman's love, in thousands of instances, continues 
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faithful, though her husband's heart has been taken away, and given to money, or to 
business, to amusements, or to public affairs, or perhaps  — for this, alas! alas! must 
surely be to her the lowest depth of agony — to the "strange woman" And yet, is it to 
be wondered at, in such a case, if the wife's affections dry up, and her heart looks 
elsewhere for the responsive endearments and fellowship which are denied her at 
their legitimate source? Betrayed — for it is a betrayal — neglected, and forsaken, is it 
surprising that she should go into this false affection business on her own account, 
and find, or try to find, the heaven denied her in her husband's bosom, in her children, 
or in her acquaintances; or that she should slowly pine away and die of a broken 
heart? Over many a wife's grave might be truthfully written: 
 

“I died, 
for lack of the Love promised to me 

at the Marriage Altar by my 
Husband." 


