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CHAPTER 16: The Husband’s Duties and Responsibilities 
(Continued) 

My Dear Comrades,  
 
I continue my counsel on the Responsibilities of husbands to their wives. 
 
4, The husband must regard his wife as his equal, and treat her accordingly. The 
difficulties and disasters which overtake numberless homes commence with the 
violation of this law. The husband does not believe in the equality of the sexes. Men 
are, in fact, taught from their youth up, that the woman is an inferior creature. They 
learn it from obsequious servants, from dictatorial fathers, from ignorant teachers, and 
from selfish companions; while, sometimes, silly mothers also will, by their favouritism, 
and in other ways, convey the humiliating idea that boys are superior to girls. The 
same idea commonly prevails among their school-fellows, and is openly asserted by 
all classes of their associates during after life. Unfortunately, the women accept the 
idea. They do not know any better. Or, is it that their natural meekness, united with 
their desire to please and curry favour with the men, fosters it? Perhaps so, for, 
whatever the cause, the married life of multitudes commences based upon this fallacy. 
 
Now I regard it as scarcely less than a fraud perpetrated on the sex; and like all frauds, 
it works badly for all concerned. Many a woman, in her secret soul, knows, that 
although she may be different from her husband, and inferior in matters of secondary 
importance, yet, upon the whole, she is as good a being as he is, and, perhaps, in the 
nobler traits of character, really his superior. And yet, all her life, she has to submit to 
his domination on the false and hollow supposition of her inferiority. 
 
A wife may, and often does, differ very widely from her husband; but a difference in 
some particular faculties does not necessarily imply inferiority as a whole. Do not the 
men differ from one another? Will any two men whom you meet, as you pass along 
the crowded city streets, be alike in body, mind, and heart? Of course not! But, no one 
argues that this difference necessarily proves any inferiority; it would be ridiculous to 
do so. And the difference between husband and wife will not be greater than that 



	  
	  

The Husband’s Duties and Responsibilities (Continued) 
	  

2 

which we usually find existing between the ordinary run of men. 
 
Differences between man and wife there must be. For instance, the husband will 
usually excel the wife in physical force. He will excel her at filling a coal-waggon, or 
digging a hole in the garden, or rowing a boat on the river. He has more power to 
endure cold and heat, privation and fatigue, and, I was going to say, to suffer pain. But 
if I had made the latter assertion, it would certainly have been a mistake, for in this 
respect woman, unquestionably, surpasses him; and his superiority, in some of the 
physical abilities I have noticed, is merely the result of training and exercise, rather 
than difference in natural capacity. 
 
The husband will, occasionally, excel the wife intellectually; but this does not prove 
her to be an inferior being. On the contrary. Go back to the beginning of her life, and 
give her the opportunities that he has enjoyed, and she will not be far behind him, 
even if she is not fully his equal in this respect. Anyway, I am prepared to contend that, 
take her altogether, even when she has a cell less in her brain than her husband, she 
will have a fibre more in her heart, and when she has a fibre less in her heart, yon will 
find that she has a cell more in her brain. 
 
Now, I urge husbands to beware of making a wrong start in this respect. By so doing, 
they will avoid many misunderstandings. Say to your wife, “Now, my dear, we will 
begin fair. Ours is an equal partnership, and we will equally share the duties and 
responsibilities of our position while God shall spare us to each other." 
 
5.  The husband is responsible for giving his wife a position in the home answering to 
this equality. Ho should be at some trouble to pay her a respect worthy of the relation 
in which she stands to him. If she is his equal, let him treat her as he would like others 
to treat him. Let him speak to her with kindness, and avoid contradicting her in the 
presence of others. Let him seek her opinion in conversation, and defer to it whenever 
he can. Let him consult her tastes and convenience, as well as his own, in the every-
day affairs of the home. Let him be careful to continue those little attentions with 
which he was proud to favour her before Marriage. Then, he was ever ready to run 
and fetch and carry for her. Whether it was the cloak she had left upstairs, or the book 
she had lost, or the paper that had slipped from her fingers, he was ever willing to 



	  
	  

The Husband’s Duties and Responsibilities (Continued) 
	  

3 

minister to her needs. These attentions, though trifling in themselves, had not only 
much to do with the affection she gave to him, but with the respect in which she was 
held by others. 
 
If such attentions were acceptable then, they will be equally good to-day. Do not wait, 
until moved by some involuntary impulse, to render such kindnesses. Make this simple 
concern for her comfort your duty, and it will become your pleasure; while to her, it 
will be of higher worth than the most precious treasure. And when the family arrives, 
such respectful consideration for the mother will have the happiest influence upon the 
children. 
 
The rude, familiar treatment which some boys and girls give to their mothers, disgusts 
me, whenever I am called to witness it, not only from sympathy with the mothers in the 
pain inflicted upon them by this behaviour, but as indicating what they, and society in 
general, may expect from the children in the same direction in after years. 
 
While I am aware that the indulgent mother will often be largely to blame for this 
herself, I am equally sure that it can be as frequently traced to her husband. The 
children note their father's gruffness, and the want of those little compliments and 
kindnesses, in his dealings with their mother, which their instinct tells them are her 
right, and they are ready enough to imitate him. 
 
Alas I how common it is for a father, all smiles and honey in his conversation with the 
visitor, ex-pending on him any amount of acknowledgments for any trifling favours, 
and making himself to the stranger the most affable of men, to allow his own wife to 
toil for his comfort from morn till night without once saying to her "If you please," or 
"Thank you". Such seed-sowing, in the presence of the children, is sure to produce a 
harvest of in-difference to the self-sacrificing toil of their mother, which is not only 
dangerous and discreditable to them, but a disgrace to their father. 
 
6.  The husband must specially care for the temporal comfort and bodily needs of his 
wife. 
 
(i) This feeling will lead him to form, as far as possible, a correct judgment of her 
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health. Self-sacrificing love and the desire to spare the husband unnecessary anxiety, 
taken together with the natural buoyancy of spirit possessed by many women, too 
often lead them to conceal their pains and maladies, until it is too late for them to be 
remedied. Many a precious woman travels too far on the road to the dark grave for 
medical skill to be of any avail, who might have been saved, had some anxious eye 
discovered, at an earlier date, the secret enemy of disease. 
 
It is, therefore, one of the husband's first duties to get a general idea of the 
constitution of his wife, and her present state of health, and to care for her 
accordingly. Did he not promise, in the most solemn manner, at the Wedding 
ceremony, "to love and to cherish her till death us do part"? And how can he cherish, 
and ward off the evils that beset her, without some knowledge of them? A thoughtful 
husband will be the wife's best and most trustworthy physician, more successful in 
keeping away the last enemy than any other guardian, for he is able to act upon the 
principle that "prevention is better than cure." 
 
(ii)  This care will lead the husband to be considerate, as to the character of the work 
that falls to the wife's lot, and the hours she is engaged upon it. It will be generally 
known that I am a believer in hard work, and that for both sexes alike. As a rule, the 
husband for whom I write will be one of "the horny-handed sons of toil"; and if he act 
upon the advice already given in these Letters, the amount of work he actually 
performs will only be bounded by his ability. The same rule will equally apply to his 
wife. There is no room for what may be styled, "Lady-ism," when that term is taken to 
signify " Do-nothing-ism," in the circle of those for whom I prescribe. 
 
Let it be understood, therefore, that the wife must work, and work hard; and, if needs 
be, work in the field or garden. Why not? Is there anything more undignified or 
unhealthy in a woman helping her husband to put in the seed, or reap the crop, or 
help her fisherman to pull home the boats in the bright sunshine, while breathing 
God's pure air, than in standing long, weary hours in a stifling atmosphere, engaged 
in the monotonous task of working a machine? 
 
But I leave that. I have been saying, that I am not opposed to the wife's working. And, 
except in circumstances of necessity, she will usually find that work in her own home, 
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and with her own children. This will make sufficient demands upon her energies, and 
occupy a fair share of her time. When her gifts point out higher duties still, then, by all 
means, let her have help with the scrubbing of the floors, the   minding of the children, 
and the mending of the clothes, while she goes forth to labour for others. 
 
But I am wandering away from the thought with which I started, which was, that 
whatever work may be devolved upon the wife, by Providence, or opportunity, or by 
her own ability, the husband is responsible for seeing that she does not go beyond 
her strength in doing it. According to the Apostle, God has made him the master of 
her body. "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the 
Church." He sought it, and she gave it to him, and he will be a traitor to the precious 
trust reposed in him, if he does not guard the treasure, and see that she does not 
overtax her strength, and thereby do herself lasting harm, in her generous concern for 
him or for his children. 
 
It is not so much from the work, as from the long hours, I believe, that the poor man's 
wife is likely to suffer most When the little children come along quickly, bringing with 
them troubles, endless in number, and wonderful in variety, the mother will be 
strongly tempted to overdo herself. When sickness in the home, and other trials, rob 
her of her rest, and keep her in a constant whirl of anxiety, she will be in danger of 
undermining what may be, naturally, a strong constitution, or of bending the bruised 
reed too far for it ever to stand upright again. 
 
The employment of the husband will, often, so far tax his energy by day, as to make it 
difficult, if not impossible, for him to share the night watchings and other services 
required in the sick-chamber. Where, however, it is possible, it will be very unkind not 
to cheerfully take turn and turn about at such times. And when the husband cannot 
give such substantial assistance to his over-burdened help meet, he will surely render 
what service he can. 
 
Of course, there is an alternative, that will go far to meet the difficulty, and that is the 
hiring of strangers to give the needed help. This, however, will not always be within 
the ability of the husbands for whom 1 am writing. When it is, it should be done. I have 
known husbands mean enough to allow willing wives to permanently injure, if not 
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destroy, their precious health rather than draw upon their bit of savings to provide the 
required assistance. The spirit of Salvation renders such conduct impossible. Anyway, 
to be forewarned is to be fore-armed, and the husband who wants to keep his best 
friend by   his side, and the mother of his children at her post, will be watchful, with the 
alertness of self-interest, as well as of true love, lest she permanently damage herself 
by her exhausting toil. 
 
(iii)  The husband who does his duty to his wife will, to the very utmost limit of his 
ability, be careful to see that she has a sufficient quantity of nourishing food. This 
suggestion may appear unnecessary; but my observations go to show that it is 
needed. 
 
I have little doubt that many wives, out of the kindliness of their disposition, and partly 
from the silly notion that men, because they are men, require more support than 
women, are ever in the habit of giving them the lion's share of such good things as 
they can obtain. And it may be — I hope it is — largely the want of thought rather than 
the want of a generous disposition which makes many husbands willing to receive 
such favour. 
 
Now, I do not object to the wife providing the best things for her husband that she can 
lay her hands upon. It is wifely to do so. But I do object to the husband accepting 
them, without stopping to enquire what kind of a supply is left for the wife. No man is 
worth considering here who can happily feast himself on the one chop on the table, 
while his wife has to satisfy herself with the leavings of the former day’s meal. And 
especially would this be the case if she were, at the same time, supplying vital force to 
a baby boy or girl. 
 
Let your love be sufficiently practical to provide for these e very-day necessities of 
your partner. You do not consider it beneath your importance to ask, with interest, the 
question, "What have you got for my dinner?" Exercise as much curiosity about the 
provision made for your wife, and see also that she has her share of the best there is 
when the meal comes round. 
 
(iv)  To ask the husband to care for his wife in actual sickness appears unnecessary, 
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especially in view of what we have said before on the duty of considering her health. 
And yet, another word bearing on the case may not be out of place here. 
 
The husband should ascertain, at the earliest opportunity, the nature of the malady. A 
doctor may be necessary for this purpose, although, in many of the diseases from 
which both women and children are sufferers, the opinion of a practised nurse will 
often be quite as useful. Especially would I recommend such a course if a Salvation 
Army nurse is within reach. Anyway, Heaven and earth should be moved, the one by 
prayer, and the other by enquiry, to discover the nature of the disease. That 
ascertained, act, after casting yourself on God for guidance, according to the best 
light you have, and the best advice, medical or otherwise, that you can obtain. 
 
Let your wife see that you take an interest in her suffering. Your sympathies will do 
more for her restoration than the choicest physic that can be found. 
 
Devote what time at her bedside your daily toil and other duties will allow. The leisure 
hours of Salvationists are busily occupied; and a good wife will not desire you to 
neglect your work for others, either in or outside the Corps, merely to sit with her. Still, 
you will do what you can in this direction, and so make her feel that she lives in your 
heart. Satisfy her of that, and it will go far to help her to live to serve you and the 
Kingdom another day, or to die in peace, blessing you and your children with her 
latest breath. 


