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CHAPTER 19: The Duty of Wives to their Husbands  
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
Women, as a rule, desire Marriage; and the desire, when kept in happy subjection to 
the Divine pleasure, is honourable and lawful. High and beautiful motives may, as we 
have seen, make her quite willing to forego the realisation of this desire — nay, may 
make it a delight for her to do so; but in the ordinary course of things, the desire for 
the married state is as proper in woman as it is in man, and that, amongst others, for 
the following reasons:  
 
1. Marriage is the fulfillment of the Divine Order. If man was not created for the 
woman, certainly woman was created for the man. She is not complete without him. 
She is, so to speak, a part of him, and the union of the two parts is necessary to the 
making of one complete whole. Indeed, until they are brought together, there will, in 
the great majority of cases, be a measure of unrest and disquietude on the part of 
both men and women who will, naturally, regard the unmarried state as an unfinished 
work. 
 
2.  Marriage meets the yearning of the woman’s soul for a closer human communion 
than she can ordinarily find elsewhere. Woman's nature is pre-eminently sympathetic. 
She was made for association, for friendship, for love. She wants some other heart to 
rest in. Man can be more contented, alone, than woman, seeing that he has so many 
other aims, recreations, ambitions, and the like, to occupy him. Woman, so differently 
circumstanced, has her whole fortune in her affections, and wants a kindred soul on 
whom she can lavish them. A husband seems to be the natural object for this love. 
 
It is true, that there have been, and still are, numbers of beautiful instances of the 
truest and purest fellowship of spirit existing between woman and woman. There are 
many individuals in our ranks who pour out all their store of love after this fashion, or 
offer it in a sacred sacrifice directly at the Master's feet. But with others, it is not so. 
They ask for the fellowship of Marriage, and are only able to find the longed- for 
satisfaction there. 
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3. Woman desires Marriage because of the earthly advantages it offers. Perhaps, she is 
poor, and has no one to provide for her. Perhaps, she is weak, and has no one to 
defend her. Perhaps, she is lonely, and has no one to companion her. Who can supply 
these needs so well as a husband? It is felt by woman, that it was intended that man 
should be the means of provision and defence for the weaker sex; therefore, what is 
so natural as that she should seek to link her fate with his? He has been constituted her 
natural guardian. 
 
It may be said, that this motive is a selfish one. I do not think so. For is not the woman 
prepared to give to man, in love and sympathy and service, at least, a fair exchange 
for all lie gives to her? If the Wise Man, whom we have before quoted, says, "Whoso 
findeth a wife, findeth a good thing," we may, truthfully, add that he finds "a good 
bargain" also. In fact, he may be said to have made his fortune. 
 
But the very semblance of selfishness is removed by a moment's consideration of the 
unnatural conditions in which we find woman commonly placed. It is true, that great 
changes in her favour have been wrought, of late years, in some communities. But 
until quite recently, what employments were open to a woman by which she could 
earn her daily bread, except those of a comparatively menial character? And even 
now, things are not very much better. 
 
Then again, has she not been trained, from her childhood, in the belief that she must 
marry or become a burden? Did not her mother and her father, her brothers and 
sisters, nay, her relations of the third and fourth degree, din it into her ears continually, 
that Marriage was her natural destiny? 
 
It is true that this state of things does not exist in The Salvation Army to the same 
extent perhaps as elsewhere. New opportunities of Service have been opened for 
woman there. Still, Officership is only possible to a section of the thousands of the 
precious women who march under the Yellow, Red, and Blue. And therefore, even in 
The Army, woman naturally looks forward to Marriage as the readiest way of securing 
a comfortable home, and the temporal provision she needs, and no one can justly 
condemn her for doing so. 
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4. Natural instinct leads women to desire Marriage. To ensure the continuance of the 
race, God has planted certain desires, or appetites, in the physical system, the 
gratification of which, after the plan intended by God, is as lawful as that of any other 
physical appetite. But for the natural craving for food, men would not be at the trouble 
to seek it, and the race would die of hunger. But for the desire referred to, such would 
be the disinclination of woman to face the pains and toils connected with family life, 
that no more children would be born into the world, and man would pass away from 
the face of the earth. 
 
The maternal instinct is strong in most women. The sacred gift of motherhood, that 
wonderful passion which carried her without flinching, or complaint, through years of 
service and sacrifice for the sake of her children, awakes early, and before all earthly 
things she desires to become, the mother of a living child. Marriage is the only 
legitimate and honourable way by which that craving can be gratified, and hence 
woman's desire to enter into that state. 
 
When the Marriage has taken place, then the principle before referred to, in the case 
of the husband, must be counted as applying equally to the Wife. That is, the 
advantages conferred by Marriage upon the wife impose certain obligations upon her 
in return. To begin with: 
 
1. The wife is under obligation to obey. If the husband reach, in character and 
conduct, to the standard that I have raised for him in a previous chapter, the 
obedience required from his wife will be little more than a name. In fact, there will 
probably be as much obedience on the one side as on the other! This was largely, if 
not absolutely, the case in the union between my precious Wife and myself. There was 
no feeling of mastery with either of us, and all sense of obedience was lost in the 
mutual desire to meet each other's wishes. 
 
Where there is a strong affection on the part of the wife, the danger will often be, that 
the woman, as we have said before, will be ready to completely subordinate her 
judgment to that of her husband, and under the influence of that affection and 
admiration, go down and become his creature — I might say, his willing slave. How 
often do we see examples of this unreasoning subjection, in the case of women every 
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way stronger than their husbands, in those points of character that are most valuable 
and useful; and, indeed, in those graces also that are more precious still! 
 
But it will always be wise for a woman to bargain, in her own mind, for obedience to 
her husband whether she is able to render it with pleasure or not. She will, as a rule, 
reap more liberty of action by this than by making reservations, or resolutions to the 
contrary, or by standing up for what are sometimes called “woman's rights." The 
woman who is determined to have her own way, in opposition to her husband's 
judgment, and to be the mistress of all her actions, ought not to marry at all. 
 
In this respect, women should beware of vows made before Marriage. Husbands will 
promise many things before the event, and that with the honest intention of carrying 
them out; but who when the time comes round, will fail in the fulfillment of their 
pledges; and that, not because of any purpose to deceive, but because their 
dispositions and circumstances prove too strong for them. No, there is nothing for it, 
but for the wife who desires a happy union, to make up her mind to conform to the 
will of her husband, and to take proportionate care in deciding who that husband 
shall be. 
 
2. The wife is under obligation to care for all that concerns the earthly interests of her 
husband. In some way or other, whether from instinct or custom, it is felt to be the 
wife's duty to take the responsibility of his house, the preparation of his food, the 
supervision of his clothing, together with a general care for his health. She must do 
this. 
 
3. She is under obligation to love and cherish her husband before all else. She must 
have no human love; that is, no friend or relative, male or female, inside or outside her 
home, who comes before him. 
 
I am, of course, supposing that the husband gives to the wife that love and fellowship 
which are her due. Should he, however, fail in this, as I have already shown he may, 
she must still love and serve him in the hope that she may win him back again. 
 
4. I need hardly add, that the wife is under solemn obligation to keep herself to her 
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husband alone. Infidelity is terrible in the husband, and, in the esteem of Divine 
justice, as sinful as it is in the wife; doubtless, in many cases, it is even more so. But, 
after all, a higher standard of purity and rectitude in all that concerns the sexual 
relations, has been set up for woman. If she falls, it is from a loftier height, and 
therefore to a lower depth of infamy and woe. Terribly tempted many wives doubtless 
are, and, while the world is fall of fiendish, lustful men, tempted she will be; but she 
must walk the narrowest part of the narrow way of chastity, keeping even her inmost 
thoughts and feelings faithful to her husband. 
 
5. Neither need I say, that the wife is under the most sacred obligations to seek the 
highest interests of the children with whom God may entrust her. This duty may, and 
will involve her, as we have before had occasion to observe, in a life of anxiety and 
self-sacrifice. But there is no alternative. The children are there. They belong to her in 
even a higher and tenderer sense than they do to her husband. She must love, watch 
over, and protect them, set before them a lofty example of grace and purity, 
supplying their every need according to her ability for time and for eternity. 
 
6. And, lastly, I remark that the wife is under the most solemn obligations to God to 
aim at her husband’s everlasting welfare. This is the most solemn and binding 
obligation of all; and yet, I am afraid, it is one that is not uncommonly neglected. “Oh," 
said a wife, the other day, with tears of deep anguish flowing down her face, of a 
husband who had gone sadly astray, “I have mended his clothes, I have nursed his 
children, I have cared for his health, and looked after his earthly comfort, but I have 
neglected his soul." 


