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CHAPTER 21: The Training of Children 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
I now approach the consideration of one of the most important and also one of the 
most perplexing subjects that engage our attention, namely, "The Training of 
Children" It is important, because it is so intimately associated with the task of making 
the kind of men and women that God wants, and the world so badly needs. It is 
perplexing, because of the difficulty experienced in convincing parents of their 
responsibility for imparting this Training, impressing them with its importance, and 
making them understand the methods by which, alone, it can be successfully 
accomplished; and above all else, prevailing upon them to carry those methods into 
action when they are understood. 
 
I have written, at length, on the subject elsewhere; but I am not very sure that my 
book, entitled "The Training of Children," has proved of much benefit to the class for 
whom it was chiefly intended. In these Letters, I have but little space for the discussion 
of so great a topic; I cannot, however, pass it by entirely. I must, therefore, do the best 
I can, under the circumstances, praying that God may make my words all the help I so 
greatly desire. 
 
1. Children are, or ought to be, a great boon. It was the Divine intention in the 
beginning that they should be the crowning blessing of a happy and useful life; and, 
beyond all question, that is the Divine intention still. No one can read the prophecies 
and promises relating to Children scattered up and down the Bible without arriving at 
this conclusion. The Jew regarded Children in this light. The whole attitude of God's 
chosen people to this subject is illustrated by Jacob's answer to Esau's enquiry, when 
they met after their long estrangement. Esau asked his brother, "Who are these with 
thee?" Jacob replied, "The children which God hath graciously given thy servant." 
 
2. To possess Children is a natural and all but a universal desire, A society in which this 
is not the case is a rotten society. Where Children are not desired, there is an 
unnatural, perverted state of things, generally resulting from utterly selfish and 
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worldly, if not devilish, causes. A state of extreme poverty is, no doubt, also a 
consideration which influences many parents in this matter, and it is a shame on any 
nation that such poverty should be tolerated. But I do not think that this feeling 
prevails to any very great extent among the very poor — it is rather amidst the 
comparative comfort and sufficiency of the middle classes, and the better paid 
working people, that it exists, and spreads its poisonous influence. 
 
One of our maternity nurses tells of a poor woman who was already the mother of 
nine children, whom she was attending at the birth of twins, and to whom, in sympathy 
with her extreme poverty, she made some expression of regret at the great increase of 
her burdens, when the woman replied with much spirit, "Oh, but, nurse, they brings 
their love with 'em, bless 'em!" 
 
To be childless is, among the great mass of the people, felt to be a kind of reproach; 
and many women, like Hannah, still mourn and lament their loneliness, and reckon 
themselves to be passed by of the Lord. Children they desire, and Children they yearn 
for; and, when the gratification of this longing is denied them, they will seek 
consolation by adopting some waif or other that comes in their way, and, with loving 
service, regard and treat it, as far as they can, even as though it were their own flesh 
and blood. 
 
3. Children are valued for the pleasure they yield. From the first feeble cry of the 
helpless babe, and all the way through their infancy and childhood, they are sources 
of unspeakable satisfaction to both father and mother. The little ways and simple talk 
of their early years, the manifestation of their dawning intelligence, and the genuine 
and tender affection with which they look up to their parents, are each and all a 
constant source of amusement, an increasing interest, an ever- strengthening comfort 
and joy. 
 
But apart from what Children are in themselves, they increase the happiness of their 
parents because of the love they bring with them, and love — human or Divine — is the 
author of the only real Satisfaction that can come to the heart. Even when they are 
sickly plants, crippled or deformed, whose care entails nights of sleepless 
watchfulness, and days of anxious solicitude, the love they draw forth, and the love 
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they give back, will be more than sufficient to meet the demand they make on the 
patience and toil of those to whose responsibility they are committed by the 
providence of God. That I am speaking of good Children, will be understood. Spoiled, 
self-willed, and bad Children are, on the contrary, little but trouble and sorrow. 
 
4. Children are valued because of the service they render their parents. There is not 
only the affection which is given back from babyhood, but the sympathy in trial, the 
assistance in difficulty, and the co-operation in the labour of after days, together with 
the comfort and support of declining years. 
 
5. Children are prized because of the satisfaction that parents find in the hope that 
they will worthily perpetuate their memory. Many men and women of this generation, 
seek to leave the record of their opinions written in the Statute books of the nation, or 
engraved on stone and marble monuments; some in books and pictures, others in 
princely fortunes, and some in the acquisition of high-sounding titles. But to leave 
behind him Children, who will live his own life over again, will be, to every Blood-and-
Fire Salvationist, the most coveted method of perpetuating his influence and keeping 
his memory green. 


