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CHAPTER 22: The Training of Children (Continued) 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
There are, then, some things that parents must do; indeed, I might almost say that 
there are some things that only parents can do — if their Children are to be made into 
true Servants of God and good Soldiers of The Salvation Army. And here, I do not 
wish to conceal from my readers the fact that the object I am setting before them will 
not be gained without considerable difficulty, anxiety, and toil. 
 
Nothing, however, that is truly good or great is, in this world, accomplished without 
trouble, and for every anxious hour and patient effort this work may demand, I am 
sure that parents will, if they succeed, be abundantly repaid. 
 
And now, I propose to tell you some of the things that must be done, if you are to gain 
the great end we have in view, in the Training of your Children. I can do little more 
than name them. 
 
1.  You must keep the object at which you aim constantly before your mind. Look it 
well in the face, and resolutely determine to accomplish it. Do not let any of the 
blandishments of the world, or the temptations of the Devil, or the promptings of ease 
and pleasure, turn yon aside. Oh, fathers and mothers of my people, you must resolve 
to do or die! 
 
2.  You must believe in the possibility of success. The thing you desire has been done, 
and done with glorious results, and what parents have done before, parents can do 
again. Do not be deterred by the failures of others, though such failures may be sadly 
too numerous. Say to yourselves, in the face of all the breakdowns, "Because the 
children of some professed followers of Jesus Christ have not turned out well — nay, if 
some of them have gone to the bad altogether — that is no reason why ours should be 
lost." In such cases, it is not uncharitable — nay, it is reasonable — for you to argue, 
“There has been something wrong in the Training, or in the example, or the schooling. 
Something has led up to this failure. God has said, ‘Train up a child in the way he 
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should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.’ We believe Him, and we are 
going to do the Training, as well as we can, and trust in Him to see to its success." 
Have faith in God, my Comrades, and He will come to your assistance. 
 
3. Create and confirm in the hearts of your Children, by your own holy example, the 
assurance that you are yourselves what you wish them to become. Set before their 
eyes the daily practice of the same unselfish love and righteousness which you ask 
from them. Without this, you need not hope to accomplish the object on which you 
have set your heart. 
 
4. You must instruct your Children as to the nature of true religion. Make them 
understand it Make them admire it. Begin to illustrate it in the cradle. Explain it as 
soon as they can take it in. Base your teaching on the precepts and examples given in 
the Bible, especially in the life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the examples of 
His Apostles; but do not limit it to them. 
 
5. Make the Children feel the rightness and reasonableness of all that yon ask from 
them. Appeal to their judgment and conscience rather than to their feelings, although 
you must not neglect their hearts. But you must make them understand you. Come 
down to the level of their capacity and intelligence; that is, to the level of what they 
already know. 
 
6. Insist upon Obedience to all your expressed wishes. You must secure this 
Obedience or all your other efforts will be practically thrown away. It is impossible to 
over-estimate its importance. The formation of the habit of a ready and willing 
submission to your will, will not only prepare the hearts of your Children for the 
discharge of the duties they will owe to their parents, and to the world at large in the 
future, but will help them considerably in the formation of the great habit of 
Obedience to God, which is of supreme importance. 
 
Settle it, therefore, from the first vision of your babe, from the first kiss you impress 
upon its little cheek, that, before all else, you have to create in its young soul the habit 
of Obedience. How is this to be done? 
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1. Begin early. "Unless you get the dye into the wool, it will be hard work to get it into 
the cloth." It is astonishing how soon the infant in its mother's arms can be taught that 
it must do her will, and not its own. 
 
2. Do not give too many commands. But what you do give, or permit others, whether 
servants or teachers, to give on your behalf, be at the trouble to have obeyed. How 
often yon will hear fathers and mothers tell their Children to do this, or that, or the 
other, without even waiting to see, or apparently caring, whether their wishes are 
carried out or not I Such treatment inevitably leads the Children to think that it does 
not matter whether they obey at all. 
 
3. Be careful that every command is within the ability of the child to whom it is given. It 
is cruel to ask Children to do what is beyond their power; and yet, I am afraid that 
many parents are thoughtlessly addicted to the practice. They would never dream of 
requiring their Children to carry a burden, for which they had not the physical 
strength, or to read in a language they had not learned. And yet they will require a 
little Child to sit motionless and silent by the hour ; or forbid it crying when it has pain; 
or, insist upon its going to sleep,  when it is excited, from fright or other causes — all of 
which requirements are just as far beyond its ability, if not as actually impossible, as 
the performances I have just referred to. Be tender and considerate in the commands 
you give to your Children. 
 
4. You should be careful that your orders are good and lawful; otherwise, how can you 
insist upon obedience? 
 
5. Then again, you should be careful that your commands are understood. Some 
people have a hurried manner of speaking, or they are not at the trouble sufficiently to 
explain their wishes; hence the Children, not understanding what is asked of them, are 
unable to comply with the command. Especially is this applicable when you ask the 
Children to do something which is out of the ordinary course of things. In such cases, 
you must be at the trouble to make your wishes plain. In doing so, it will be wise 
sometimes to ask the question, "Do you understand me?" Particularly should this be 
done when the Child manifests any hesitancy in complying with your command. 
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6. When the task you ask Children to perform appears extra difficult, be at pains to 
explain its reasonableness, and to set forth the advantages that it will bring. You can 
also express the pleasure it will give to you if it is done properly and well. 
 
7. Be sure to mark, in some effective manner, your strong disapproval of any acts of 
disobedience. This is an imperative duty. You cannot pass disobedience by without 
notice. To do so will be one of the surest methods possible of cursing your Child for 
the present and the future. Nothing stands out more prominently in the Divine 
government   than the connection between punishment and disobedience. So it must 
be in the government of your Children. In a very important sense you stand to them in 
the place of God. Disobedience is not only a sin in itself, but it lies at the root of nearly 
all other sins. You live for the glory of God, and are bound, by faithfulness to Him, to 
the maintenance of righteousness in your family, and you will fail in this great trust 
unless you plainly assert your disapprobation of wrong-doing. 
 
8. You will have to inflict necessary and suitable punishment on the wrong-doer. It is 
not probable that you will be favoured with Children so good and truthful and 
obedient as never to need punishment. Therefore, it is important that you should have 
correct notions on the subject of punishment. And my first counsel is: 
 
(i) Before inflicting punishment on a Child, be sure that it is guilty of the offence 
complained of. Nothing can be much more painful to the parent, as nothing certainly 
can be more injurious to the Child, than the discovery that a punishment has been 
inflicted that was not deserved. 
 
(ii) Before inflicting punishment, be sure that the offence was intelligently and 
deliberately committed. If the Child was not aware that it was doing wrong, or did not 
intend to do the deed, or was not guilty of any culpable carelessness, then it was an 
accident, in which case punishment is not deserved. 
 
(iii) If satisfied that the punishment is deserved, let it be prompt. The sooner the 
penalty follows the misdeed, the more effective and useful will it be. 
 
(iv) Punishment, though sharp, so that it will be remembered, should be of as short 
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duration as is consistent with the gravity of the offence. This is in favour of the 
occasional use of the rod. A little whipping will be remembered; and yet, being soon 
over, will not unnecessarily prolong the suffering. 
 
(v) Care should be taken that punishment be not injurious to health. It is quite possible 
to damage a child's nervous system for a lifetime by too severe, or too protracted, 
pain, whether that pain be caused either by flogging, solitary confinement, or by any 
other means. However naughty, disobedient, or cruel Children may have been, justice 
must ever be tempered with mercy. 
 
(vi) The punishment inflicted must be, as nearly as possible, that which is best adapted 
to secure repentance. Two ends should be before every parent in discharging this 
painful task. 
 
The infliction of punishment, as the natural outcome of wrong conduct, suffering, and 
wrong-doing will be closely associated in the heart of a child who is rightly trained. 
When he does a wrong thing his own instincts will tell him that he ought to suffer for it. 
You should strengthen that conviction, so that in after life, he shall feel that if he lives 
and dies in sin, Hell will be his righteous doom. But this is not all. 
 
When you punish a Child, your aim should be to bring him to repentance. You want 
him to realise his naughtiness, to see that wrong-doing makes misery, to be sorry for 
his sin, and to resolve that he will do the evil thing no more. 
 
(vii) When inflicting punishment, avoid as far as possible, anything like protracted 
conflicts with your Children. From some strange motive, or from no intelligible motive 
at all, there will, occasionally, be a blank refusal on the part of a Child to obey a direct 
command. At such times, the course adopted by many parents, will be to compel 
obedience at all costs, and under such circumstances, a regular battle between the 
parent and the Child is no uncommon experience. 
 
9. You must make religion an affair of your everyday life. The Children must feel that 
you are as religious at Home as in the meetings; on Mondays as on Sundays; in your 
work as on your knees. Without being forever talking at them about it, religion should 
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be the atmosphere of the house, so that in that atmosphere they can live and move 
and have their being. 
 
10. Aim at a distinct experience of conversion in the Children. A line divides the 
righteous from the wicked. God's own Fingers have drawn that line. There is a 
moment when human beings, adults or Children, cease to be the servants of the Devil, 
and become the servants of God. That line, and that moment, may be approached so 
gradually, as to be crossed all but imperceptibly. The feelings of that moment may not 
differ so strikingly from those of the moment that went before it, as to make any very 
marked impression on the soul. But with all who become the Children of God that 
moment does arrive, and that line is crossed. Then they pass from darkness to light, 
from death to life, from being under the power of Satan to being under the power, 
control, and blessing of God. In other words, they are saved. 
 
Now, you must aim at that distinct experience for your Children. You will not be likely 
to reach it unless you do. You must explain to them its nature and necessity, as soon 
as they can understand you. You must pray for it in your own chamber and hand-in-
hand with them also. You must lead them to expect their own conversion, either at the 
meetings or at home; and by-and-by you will have the joy of knowing that the great 
change has actually taken place, and of hearing them testify to the fact: a joy which is, 
perhaps, nearer to the joys of the angels than any other that can come to a father's or 
mother's heart. 
 
11. You must make your Children kind. Do not allow cruelty of any sort in them. The 
want of thought and sympathy for others, which is   so painfully manifest in the great 
bulk of people, is nothing, more or less, than a result of their early Training in this 
matter. They were practically encouraged — at any rate, they were not reproved — in 
petty acts of unkindness when they were but toddlers. They scratched and snatched at 
one another, or at the things round about them. They pinched the kitten, frightened 
the bird, or threw down their toys simply for some tired mother or weary servant to 
pick up. By-and-by they killed the flies, and imprisoned the mice, and presently went 
into fits of pleasure at seeing a dog worry some helpless cats or rabbits, or in chasing 
some poor lost creature, which they found maimed and wounded, on their way from 
school. From that, it was only a step to sneering at the beggar who asked a bit of 
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bread, or casting gibes at the paupers and the cripples, and bullying their weaker 
schoolmates. And now, they are all around us in their thousands, having never a 
thought of kindness, never a desire, never a will to do a kind thing that costs them any 
trouble or self-denial. Set your face against such things, against the spirit, the want of 
heart, which makes them possible. 
 
12. You must do all that in you lies to promote the health of your Children, whether 
they are to be feeble, nervous creatures, or strong, vigorous men and women, 
depends very much upon your treatment of them in childhood. 
 
13. You must do all you can for the minds of your Children. You want to make them 
wise and thoughtful. They will be men and women soon. You do not wish to be the 
parents of fools and failures, but of wise and successful men and women. Act 
accordingly. However poor and humble you may be, a simple education is within your 
reach. See that your Children get it. Interest yourself in what they learn. 
 
14. Strive to make your Children industrious. I have already said, encourage them to 
work at their lessons. Give them a little work about the house, or garden, or in the 
workshop, apart from their books, which they can plainly see to be of some present 
value. Never let them be unoccupied. Keep them working or playing all through their 
wakeful hours. Idle hands are the Devil's tools. 
 
15. Make your Children Junior Soldiers. Encourage them to look forward to being 
Corps Cadets. Regularly enquire of the Junior Sergeant as to their conduct at the 
Company Meetings, and as to the progress they are making when there. 
 
16. Rely on the Holy Spirit to bless all your efforts. He will rejoice to help you, for does 
not the promise of Salvation and the Keeping Covenant of God belong alike to you 
and to your children? 


