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CHAPTER 23: The Training of Children (Continued) II 
 
My Dear Comrades, 
 
I need not occupy your time in setting forth the self-evident truth, that a certain course 
of Training will be necessary, if your Children are to come up to the standard 
described in my last Letter. However desirable it may appear to parents, that their 
Children should be good and godly, and that they should grow up to be holy men 
and women, and however much they may pray for such a blessed result, unless they 
use means calculated to bring it about they will never have the joy of its realisation. 
The Children must be trained; and I want to describe to you the sort of Training that 
will be likely to succeed. In doing so, it has occurred to me, that it may be useful to 
mention some kinds of treatment which Children often receive, that are not likely to 
secure the end I have set forth. In other words, if you want to make your Children true 
Soldiers of Jesus Christ, there are some things you must not do. 
 
For example: 
 
1. You must not set the things, at any time or in any fashion, that are earthly and 
temporal, above the things that are Heavenly and eternal. If you do, you cannot 
complain if your children grow up to prefer the world and its charms, to following 
Christ in a life of Holiness and Self-denial. Do not do, or allow to be done, in your 
Home, or anywhere else, things that will produce the impression on your Children's 
minds that making money, or pleasing ungodly people, or winning the praise of men, 
or gratifying themselves, or anything else of the kind, is or can ever be, of greater 
moment than pleasing God, keeping a good conscience, and saving souls. I say do 
not do this, without at least, expecting that the Children will soon learn to act on the 
same principle, and after the same fashion, and that, perhaps, in a fuller degree. 
 
2. Do not act as though you believe, that if your Children are left to themselves, they 
will naturally develop into the godly, holy, self-sacrificing characters you desire, and 
then be disappointed if they turn out after the fashion of little devils, or grow up to be 
very much like big ones, instead of becoming Saints of God. That is to say, do not look 
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for figs on thistles; do not expect a clean thing to come out of an unclean. If your 
Children do not actually bring evil natures into the world with them, they certainly 
become possessed of selfish and naughty hearts very soon after their arrival there. 
Anyone who observes Children can see, that by the time they have come to know 
right from wrong, they are, more or less, the slaves of their appetites; and sometimes, 
sad to say, the slaves of their passions also; so that, unless the grace of God changes 
their hearts, they will certainly grow up, if not openly vicious, yet proud, worldly, and 
selfish, like the godless crowds around them. It will be the highest wisdom in you to 
recognise that fact, and to face it with courage and faith, not only for their sakes, but 
for your own. Remember the terrible condemnation which God pronounced against 
Eli, the High Priest, in this matter — “I have told him,” He says, "that I will judge his 
house for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not.” 
 
3. Do not expect that Children who possess any natural force of character, any 
backbone of resolution and energy, and, who, therefore, are specially worth saving, 
will be likely to submit their wills, first to their parents, and then to God, without a 
great deal of patient and persevering effort on your part. 
 
There will, I have little doubt, be exceptions to this rule. There are some Children, who 
manifest less natural opposition to comply with the Divine purpose than others, but 
who are, nevertheless, strong characters, capable of ultimately making daring and 
glorious saints. Samuel seems to have been such a one; Josiah was another, Timothy 
another. I have known some myself. But, in their cases, we do not know what secret 
conflicts there may have been, before the inward opposition ceased, and they were 
able to make the great surrender, and to say, "Not my will, but Thine, be done." Be 
that as it may, if you want all your Children for the King, whether their natures are 
pliable or unyielding, you must expect to take trouble for their Salvation, and let 
nothing deter you from persevering until you conquer. 
 
4. Do not expect your Children to be such simpletons, as not to see beneath the cloak 
of a sham religion, especially if they find it in their own home. Do not delude yourself 
with the idea that, having discovered its unreality, they will not heartily despise it. 
Neither be surprised, when they see such hypocrisy, if they should make it an excuse 
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for utterly neglecting, if not positively disbelieving, in religion altogether. 
 
5. Do not expect your Children to be any better, in character and conduct, than the 
example set before them, by their own kindred, or by those they see about them. If 
you allow them to associate with half-hearted professors of religion, with worldly 
Pharisees, or Backsliders, then, do not be surprised if they are cursed by their 
example, and driven from God and true religion, for ever. 
 
Children will be likely to get more harm, by staying for one day, in the house of a 
Laodicean, or some make-believe follower of Jesus Christ, than they would be 
spending a month in a drinking saloon, where they would be on their guard, simply 
because they knew that the Devil reigned, and that what was done there was done by 
his creatures, and done in his creatures, and done in his interests. 
 
6. Do not pervert the love of the beautiful, which will, doubtless exist in the hearts of 
some of your Children, in the destructive vice of vanity. 
 
You will do this, most effectively, by creating within them a taste for fine clothes, 
fringing the hair, and wearing jewellery and other adornments. Do not fill them with 
the childish conceit that they have prettier faces, or figures, or the like, than others 
about them, and then wonder that they should, in after years, be drawn into the world 
by the attractions of its fashions and flattery and empty show. 
 
7. Do not fill your Children's minds up with the idea of their supposed superiority, 
mental or otherwise, over their friends, schoolfellows, and others around them, and 
then be surprised that they should go out into life the unhappy slaves of an ambition 
to excel everybody else, which will alone be sufficient to destroy all their real peace of 
mind. 
 
8. Do not allow your boys to entertain the notion, so far as you can prevent their doing 
so, that they are of more importance, or of greater value in themselves, than their 
sisters; and then be surprised that they should grow up to look down upon and 
domineer over women generally, and then, so far as they have the opportunity, to 
treat their own mother or their wives as if they belonged to an inferior race. The idea 
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of that superiority is the seed which is firmly planted in many a boy's heart, and which 
will, in after life, produce the spirit of real tyranny. 
 
9. Do not coddle your Children, or humour, or spoil them, make them whiny or 
spoony creatures, and then be surprised that unless they are everlastingly being 
waited upon, and amused, or allowed to have their own way, they should become a 
nuisance to themselves and a torment to everybody about them. 
 
10. Do not foster the natural selfishness of your Children. We have seen that in their 
infancy Children are ordinarily carried away by the desire for self-gratification. Your 
first business with them is to lead them in the opposite direction, to make them forget 
and deny themselves and delight in serving those about them. 
 
11. Do not instill, or allow anybody else to instill, into the hearts of your girls, the idea 
that Marriage is the chief end of life. If you do, you must not be surprised if they get 
engaged to the first empty, useless fool they come across. 
 
12. Parents should not argue, or discuss with each other, matters that concern the 
conduct or character of their Children, in their presence, and then be surprised if they 
take sides with the father or mother, as the case may be, whose notions are the most 
favourable to their selfishness. 
 
13. Do not make favourites amongst your Children, and then be surprised that those 
who are not the chosen ones should grow up with a sense of injustice rankling in their 
breasts, which will be very likely to make them forget all the love you have borne them 
and all the sacrifices you have made on their behalf. 
 
14. Do not, merely for the sake of peace, or any other reason whatever, let your 
Children have their own way, or give them what they want, when doing so is opposed 
to your own judgment of what is best for them. For if you do, you cannot be surprised 
when they argue with you, contradict you to your face, and presently come to ridicule 
your wishes and opinions behind your back; and, at last, to your shame and their own 
undoing, to set you at naught altogether. Never forget that of your Saviour Himself, it 
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is written, that in His childhood He "was subject unto them" — His parents. 


