
	  
	  

The Choice of a Partner 
	  

1 

CHAPTER 3: The Choice of a Partner 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
So far, I have taken up your time and my own, in little more than setting forth reasons 
for hesitation on this interesting subject. I must now come to business! Supposing that 
prudence and religion alike indicate the desirability of Marriage, what is to be done? 
The next step to be taken is to thoughtfully decide on the kind of partner who will be 
likely to promote your future happiness, and assist you in the great business of your 
life. You should settle, in your own mind the qualities you consider it necessary that 
your life-companion should possess. In other words, fix upon a standard, and, so far as 
circumstances will allow, endeavour when coming to a decision to reach the standard 
you have raised. 
 
Before a man goes to market to purchase a horse, he forms an idea in his mind as to 
the kind of animal he needs. If he sets out to seek a house in which to live, he knows 
what sort of a residence he requires. When a woman seeks a servant to assist her in 
her housework, she forms a distinct notion of the character and ability she considers 
necessary for her purpose. How much more, then, ought men and women of 
intelligence and principle form a definite picture in their minds, as to what is required 
in the individual they need to fill so close, so important, and so tender a position as 
that of husband or wife? 
 
Especially should this be the case, when it is remembered that this is a union that must 
continue so long as life shall last. If the horse does not prove suitable, after trial, the 
farmer can sell it again and obtain another. If the house is a disappointment to the 
tenant after residence, it can be vacated. If the servant fails to fulfill the expectations of 
her mistress, she can be changed for another. But should husband or wife find that 
they have been mistaken in their choice, there is — except, perhaps, in a few extreme 
cases to which it is hardly necessary for me to refer now — no alternative open for 
them. They may deeply and bitterly regret their decision, but there is no place for 
repentance. "Marriage is a world-without-end bargain." 
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I, therefore, advise all whom it may concern that they should, by prayer and reflection, 
settle upon a definite idea of the sort of person likely to prove suitable for a life 
companion. And, seeing that it must be a great agony, to wake up, after the 
matrimonial knot has been tied, to find that a lifetime mistake has been made, let 
them not only frame a standard, but use every lawful means within their power to 
reach it. 
 
The course I would here recommend to others is the one upon which I acted myself. 
Years before I was drawn to make any use of it, I had raised a standard, in my own 
mind, as to the character of the woman I required for the partner of my life; and I have 
no doubt that this idea helped to pilot me through a deal of temptation in those early 
days. In after years, I was interested to find that my dear Wife, when but a young girl, 
had made up her mind also to act upon the same principle. She resolved, that unless 
she had reason to believe the individual who might seek her hand, had certain 
qualifications, then, no matter what other advantages he might possess, she would 
not accept his offer. If my young Comrades will act on this plan, I am sure it will save 
them from many of the mistakes so commonly made, the results of which they can see 
with their own eyes, in the lifelong miseries and misfortunes entailed upon tens of 
thousands around them. 
 
Salvationists must act with wisdom. I write for them. They should, I say, have a 
standard, and I propose to suggest one to them. It is a standard which, I believe, will 
commend itself to the judgment of most, if not all, who read these Letters, and is one 
that, no matter what their age, personal qualities or position may be, can readily be 
adapted to their circumstances. If, in all its details, it does not suit the notions of any of 
the strangers who may read these Letters, it may yet help them to form one for 
themselves. 
 
I will place the qualifications that I think necessary and reasonable in order of the 
importance with which they strike me as I write. 
 
1.  Before all else I must name Religion — that is Personal Religion, as interpreted by 
The Army. Religion that consists of a definite experience of personal Salvation, 
involving, as I have sometimes said in public, the “three Points of the Salvation 
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Charter." They are: 
 
(i)       A definite and present-time sense of the favour of God, through Jesus Christ. 
(ii)      A Godly life, resulting from the regeneration of the heart by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. 
 (iii)      A heart controlled by the love of God, and moved to the highest interests of 
mankind. 
 
That is my first qualification. You must have that. That must head your standard. For a 
Salvationist to enter into the Marriage relationship, with anyone whose character and 
experience does not answer to this description, is little short of religious madness; to 
do so, will not only be a direct violation of the law of God, but will forfeit all rightful 
claim to His sanction of the union. “Spiritual things," says the Apostle, “are spiritually 
discerned," and only really spiritual persons can fully comprehend each other. Think 
of having a partner who can neither understand your feelings, nor your views, your 
consecration for the present, nor your hopes for the future; who will rarely understand 
you in life, and will not understand you in death I A partner to whom you are an 
enigma all your days, who not only does not really comprehend the relation in which 
you stand to those things which you hold to be of higher moment than life itself, but 
who has no real sympathy with you in them. The very thought is intolerable! 
 
Paul says: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? . . . and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the 
temple of the living God." 
 
If, by these words, he does not forbid the Marriage of the sons and the daughters of 
God with men and women who are not saved, and living holy lives, pray what does he 
mean? And yet there are numbers of the professed followers of Jesus Christ, who 
allow themselves to be cajoled by unconverted lovers, persuaded by worldly 
relations, or led by sentimental fancies, or, worse still, animal passions, into union with 
the enemies of God and righteousness; too often, in consequence, turning back from 
Christ altogether. 



	  
	  

The Choice of a Partner 
	  

4 

Oh, what a crowd of men and women, especially women, are walking about the earth 
to-day living Christless lives, rearing Christless families, and travelling to a Christless 
destiny as the result of these Christless unions! 
 
“I shall win him over!" is the senseless excuse with which many try to justify their 
disobedience; but, alas! alas! the "winning over" is usually  in the opposite direction. 
I have wondered, sometimes, how it is that, in these mixed Marriages the Christian 
usually goes over to the enemy, and I have arrived at the conclusion, that the secret 
can be traced to the grieving of the Holy Spirit by the deliberate transgression of the 
dictates of common sense and the definite and intelligent opposition to the Divine 
command, not to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 

My Comrades, unless yon have made up your minds to the appalling consequences of 
backsliding yourselves, and rearing up a family to serve the Devil, do not marry, under 
any pretence whatever, except you can marry in the Lord. 
 
2.   The second qualification, which I think every Salvation Soldier should require in 
either husband or wife, is that of Salvationism. That must involve: 
 
(i)  Soldierhood. The name must not only be on the Roll, but the heart must be loyal to 
the old Flag. There can be no real peace in heart, or home, or family, with any division 
here. You must worship side by side, and stand shoulder to shoulder in the fight for 
your Lord. 
 
(ii) Total Abstinence from every form of Intoxicating Liquor. There must be no 
difference either in spirit or practice on this subject. Absolutely none! 
 
(iii) No Tobacco. A Salvationist's wife could not help pitying, if she did not despise, a 
husband who was addicted to the use of Tobacco, and I need not say a word as to 
how a husband would regard a wife who indulged in it! 
 
(iv) Uniform. If you have not got so far as wearing it yourself, I am sorry for you. 
Anyway, you have put off worldly attire. “In like manner also, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broidered 
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hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works." And you must have a partner who has done the same. 
 
(v)  Consecration. “Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price." Yon say so, 
and I hope your feelings are in harmony with your profession. And the one whom yon 
are going to take to your heart must share those feelings, both as to the privilege and 
the duty of laying body, soul, time, influence, goods, and children, if God should give 
them, and, indeed, all other possible outcome of the union, on the altar of service to 
God and man. So much for Salvationism. 
 
3.   The third qualification is that of Health. I am not quite clear as to the laying down of 
any inexorable rule on this question. It seems hardly right for a man or a woman to ask 
more in this direction than they are prepared themselves to give. And even, if they are 
privileged to bring a strong, vigorous body to the union themselves, it does not follow 
that they should always insist upon the same in return. Still, if this is not essential it is 
very desirable. 
 
There may, however, be advantages that compensate for its absence. Indeed, that was 
the case, when I was betrothed to my Beloved. Although she was in very delicate 
health at the time, I chose her because she was so beautifully good, so intensely 
devoted, and because she seemed, to me, so wonderfully intellectual. All of which, 
taken together, made her appear so far beyond my deservings, that her bodily weak-
ness became insignificant in my eyes. I made the venture, therefore, depending upon 
God's Providence; and it was remarkable how He helped her in the matter of health 
during the thirty-five gracious years she was permitted to remain by my side. And not 
only was she able, in the long run, to do more for her family, and more for her home, 
than most women, but a great deal for the Kingdom of God, in addition; while only 
eternity will declare all that she did for me. 
 
4.   Then there should be affinity. That is, there should be as much agreement, both in 
head and heart, between the parties concerning each other, and concerning the 
things of every day life, as will ensure their walking together, in such harmony as is 
necessary to comfort and unity. 
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All around us, there are husbands and wives, who are not only religious but devoted 
and consecrated, and yet, whose Marriage relations, if they cannot be correctly 
described as actually miserable, are very far from being happy — indeed, they are only 
endured as a necessity. Some difference in temper or dis-position makes them 
distasteful to each other. They may not quarrel, or have any open differences, no 
angry words may be spoken, and no hard feelings indulged in, but there is no warm 
friendship, to say nothing of affection. They do not find earthly satisfaction in each 
other’s company. For that, they turn to their children, or to business, or to friends, or 
elsewhere. Perhaps they may find it in God, while many of them, alas I do not find it at 
all. 
 
5. And I must name one other quality which must be possessed by both parties, and 
without which there should, on no account, be any Marriage at all; that quality is — 
Love. If there is no Love, in the name of all that is sacred and righteous, in earth and in 
Heaven, “I forbid the banns!" 


