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CHAPTER 6: The Proper Partner 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
And now, I will suppose that you have met with the individual who comes up to the 
standard you have fixed for your future partner, or who has as nearly done so as 
anyone you expect to find. 
 
I will suppose, further, that you have prayed for Divine guidance, reflected carefully on 
the matter yourself, and advised with those whose years, experience, and Salvationism 
qualify them for giving the counsel that you need. 
 
I will suppose, also, that you have taken all reasonable means for discovering whether 
the chosen one is, in reality, what he or she has appeared to be to you. This is a very 
necessary step, for, alas! there are some men, and also some women, who are equal 
to the task of deceiving the very elect in this respect. Many a poor woman has woke 
up, soon after her wedding day, with a broken heart, to weep half her life away, on 
finding how far the real character and circumstances of her husband differed from the 
representations he had made to her before the Marriage. But it is now too late for the 
mistake to be remedied. 
 
If you are an Officer, you will, according to the Orders and Regulations of The Army, 
have received the consent of Headquarters to your Engagement. Some Officers have 
kicked at this arrangement, and loudly complained of it, while some of our critics have 
quoted it as a proof of the terrible bondage to which the Officers of The Salvation 
Army are subjected. Happy would it have been for some of them if they had only been 
under some similar regulation, and had profited by a similar system of guidance, 
when entering upon their own Marriage engagements! 
 
Is it not a wise, a natural arrangement that young people, comparatively 
inexperienced in human affairs, far from home and friends, should be thus directed? 
Surely, the responsibility for their guidance should rest upon those to whose care they 
have been entrusted by parents, and to whose control they have entrusted 
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themselves, on the understanding that all that concerns their well-being will be looked 
after? 
 
Moreover, can it not be seen, at first sight, to be a profitable arrangement for the 
young people themselves possessed of an intimate knowledge of all our Officers, 
their past history, present standing, and future prospects, and tolerably familiar with 
their weaknesses, faults, and infirmities, are not Head- quarters in a position to guide, 
to advise, or caution Officers with respect to proposed engagements, and possibly to 
prevent those unions which appear likely to turn out badly for both parties? I have 
never been able to understand the objections which have been made to our rule in 
this matter, so eminently does it seem to me to be in harmony with the law of love, 
and, indeed, with the law of common sense. 
 
Then, is it not necessary for The Army itself? Are not our Officers an important part of 
oar truest wealth? — the very apple of our eye, as it were? Is it not our first business to 
watch over and guard them, with respect to alliances which will have so much to do 
with their own well-being and with the work to which they have been consecrated? 
 
But the foregoing remarks apply only to Officers. Sometimes I have wished that we 
could have a similar arrangement for every Soldier in our ranks 1 Indeed, I shall not be 
surprised if, in the future, instead of Marriage being left to the haphazard, accidental, 
irrational system — or no system — of individual choice which now prevails, the whole 
question is entrusted to Councils of the wisest, most experienced and most spiritual 
people amongst us— such Councils not only having authority to suggest who each 
Officer and Soldier should marry, but of fixing the time when the event should come 
off, and, in certain cases,  to decide whether they shall marry at all. 
 
That would be a Matrimonial Bureau, indeed it would, no doubt, lead to some 
disappointments, and involve, here and there, no little amount of weeping and 
wailing. But the results of the unions arranged by it would, if I am not mistaken, work 
out, on the whole, as happily and as usefully, as is the case with the present plan of 
individual selection. 
 
But, I will suppose that the preliminary arrangements I have referred to have been 
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gone through and settled satisfactorily, and that you have found the individual with 
whom you feel you can usefully and happily travel the rough paths of life; and that, 
therefore, you have agreed upon an engagement. 
 
Now, this will be one of the most interesting events in your history. Its importance 
impresses me while I write about it. It seems as though two loving souls, who had 
agreed to live and love together, had been brought before me, in order that I might 
give them such advice as my age and experience enable me to impart. What shall I 
say? My heart warms to you! Perhaps — nay, I am sure — there is no period of my life 
that I would more desire to live over again than the days of my early love. Yes, I could 
desire to repeat the time when life was young, and the future so full of hope, and that 
not merely in order to again experience its sanguine anticipations, bub that I might 
avoid some of the mistakes that marred alike their pleasure and their profit. 
 
But, stop! — I am going too fast. My warnings are not ended! Anxious to avoid the 
bitter disappointments so often attendant upon the starting of a Courtship, I want to 
propose yet another ordeal before even the engagement knot is tied. 
 
Now, steady! Do not begin to abuse my caution, by styling me  "prudent beyond all 
reason." What I am going to suggest may, perhaps, expedite matters, and lead to 
happy Marriages that would not otherwise come off! However that may be, I propose 
that the time that elapses between the commencement of the engagement and the 
Marriage ceremony should be divided into two stages.  
 
The first might be considered the introductory stage. During this period, acting in 
harmony with the knowledge of character, disposition, and circumstances gained by 
the acquaintance, either party should be at liberty to say: “I do not feel justified in 
going any further with this friendship, and, therefore, I declare it to be at an end." 
 
It should be fully understood, however, that both parties are bound in honour not to 
enter upon even this preliminary stage, without the honest intention of making an 
engagement, in all its binding character, should nothing transpire that would honestly 
show it to be opposed to their happiness and well-being. 
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This introductory period would allow of close conversation, and correspondence, and 
of intimate inter-course, and might continue, we will say, for a month, or three months, 
each of the parties to have the right at the end of that time to demand a formal 
declaration with regard to the other's intentions, or to express their own decision on 
the subject. 
 
On this plan, neither will be able justly to complain of having their affections trifled 
with or unfairly entangled, because they can set themselves against any feelings 
beyond those which ordinarily exist between near friends, and they may object to any 
unreasonable prolongation of the arrangement, unless a decision on both sides is 
arrived at. 
 
But now, at last, we will suppose that we have reached the point at which both parties 
are so far satisfied with the knowledge they have gained of each other, as to feel 
justified in making a definite engagement and giving to each other solemn promises 
of Marriage. Such an agreement was formerly looked upon in this country, and is still 
regarded in some countries, as a very serious affair, a special ceremony being held to 
celebrate what is termed the "Betrothal." 


