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CHAPTER 7: How to Make Love 
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
This Letter has, at least, a very interesting heading! I am sure that I think so. But I am a 
little fearful as to how far I shall be able to meet the flutter of expectation it may raise 
in the breasts of some of my readers. They, probably, regard me as an old-fashioned 
person who has forgotten, if he ever knew, the sweetness and happiness of the 
golden period described by the word Courtship, and who would, if he could have his 
way, reduce both life and love, in all their phases, to little more than a regulation 
round of dull, monotonous duty! 
 
Steady, my friend, with your criticism. You are only revealing your ignorance of The 
General. Instead of complaining, in anticipation, patiently hear me out on this delicate 
theme. If I mistake not, my advice, if followed, will make the very business we are 
discussing a far more satisfactory, interesting, and enjoyable affair than is frequently 
the case. So first, listen to the counsels I have to offer. And without going further, I 
could almost say that nearly all the advice I have to give to my young Comrades might 
be included in one sentence — “Regard your engagement as a serious and 
honourable matter, and let all that is said or done with respect to it, be said and done 
in that straightforward and dignified manner which becomes the position of a 
Salvationist.” Let me, however, explain a little further, and give you what appear to me 
to be a few necessary cautions. 
 
1.  Beware of making your engagement the occasion for any conduct or conversation 
that is silly, or trivial, or unbecoming to your calling as the sons and daughters of God. 
Alas I it has often been my lot to observe how some people, sensible in other respects 
and at other times, will completely lose their heads under these circumstances, and 
act in the weakest and most senseless manner. 
 
2.  Beware of allowing your Courtship to be made a reason for wasting time. I need 
not tell you how often it is so. The bare information that a couple have become 
engaged, at once suggests the idea of so many hours being subtracted from the 
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period previously allotted to the discharge of duty to be spent in frivolous nothings. 
Do not let this be so in your case.  Do not permit any useful work to be neglected, 
whether it relates to your Corps, your family, your personal improvement, or, indeed, 
to anything else. Above all, souls must not suffer, in any respect, because God has led 
you into this new happiness. 
 
3.   Beware of all personal extravagances in your intercourse with each other. The 
proverb is true and wise which says, "Undue familiarity breeds contempt." Ever 
conduct yourselves, therefore, in the presence of others, with a dignified restraint; and 
let all your communion in private be in harmony with pureness of word and thought, 
and with the principles and usages of modesty. Do nothing that will interfere with the 
mutual respect you feel for each other — that respect which, in the first instance, led 
you into the engagement. You will find, as you grow older, that the highest wisdom 
underlies this counsel. 
 
4.  Do not parade your engagement before others more than is seemly and 
reasonable, or talk about it to every stranger that crosses your path. The temptation to 
do so is one before which small and worldly minds too often go down, and in doing 
so, only too frequently make themselves ridiculous in the eyes of those who have no 
interest in your personal affairs. 
 
And now, after these cautions, let me give you a few counsels. 
 
1.       As far as is convenient, and without interfering with other duties, secure a 
reasonable and regular opportunity for that intercourse which will maintain, foster, 
and perfect the affection already existing, and which is, doubtless, necessary to your 
acquiring a sufficient knowledge of each other. 
 
2.       Make your Courtship, as far as possible, mutually helpful to your spiritual work. 
Rather than that The Army and the Kingdom of Heaven should suffer by the new 
relations into which you have entered, determine that they shall be the gainers, and 
that your Comrades shall have reason for concluding that your engagement has 
proved a blessing to you both. 
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3.       Let your communion, whether in speaking or writing, be rational, religious, and 
profitable. Do not be anxious about meeting too frequently, but when you do meet, 
watch your conversation, and turn it to good account. Try to strengthen and instruct 
one another. This advice applies equally to your correspondence. 
 
(i)  Write, as a general usage, at regular periods, so that you may know when to expect 
letters from one another ; but do not be in bondage to the rule. 
 
(ii) In writing, aim at saying something that will be useful as well as interesting. Beware 
of filling your paper with stilted nonsense or high falutin' sentiment and vain 
repetitions. You will, naturally, make your letters the medium of conveying assurances 
of continued affection, anticipations of a happy future, and accounts of the work of 
God. All this will, doubtless, be interesting and useful. At the same time, however, you 
should strive also to impart instruction, to warn each other against error, and to stir 
each other up to greater holiness, diligence, and devotion. 
 
4.          Cultivate mutual forbearance with each other's imperfections, weaknesses, and 
shortcomings. After the first novelty of the intercourse has worn off, the real character 
of both parties will show itself. This, even in Courtship, will too often reveal a sufficient 
amount of infirmity, if nothing more serious, to call for the exercise of all the patience 
you can command. 
 
5.      Do not complain at not finding perfection in your lover. Seeing that you are not 
yourself able to bring to the union that quality, do not be so unreason-able as to 
expect it in another! “Love," they say, “is blind to the faults of its object." I do not ask 
you to be blind to the blemishes or shortcomings of your beloved; but I do say, 
excuse and conceal them as far as is reasonable, and, as far as possible, try to get 
them remedied. Anyway, you will need your dear one's patience with your infirmities; 
therefore see that you are patient with theirs. 
 
6.      Cultivate affection. Love is a tender plant, and like all tender plants it will die 
without attention. If you do not find that you are able to give all the love that you think 
you ought to give, or that you expected you would be able to give; or, more 
regrettable still, should you find your own affection vary in its strength, hold your heart 
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true to your pledges, and do not permit yourself to entertain any thoughts 
of  unfaithfulness — no, not for one moment. If you continue true, in all probability the 
love and warmth of the past will come back again, and will increase as the days go by. 
 
7.      Should you be led to believe that you are not receiving all the tender and 
absorbing affection in return, that you feel you have a right to expect, do not sulk, or 
find fault, or use upbraiding words, and act like a worldling. But rather increase your 
care and attention, and make a little extra exhibition of your own affection, thereby 
showing your own faithfulness and increase the likelihood of winning all the love you 
desire. 
 
8.        Commence, at once, that course of helpfulness to each other's happiness, 
holiness, and usefulness which is to be continued all through your married days. 
Always pray together when you meet. Study, as far as you find it possible to do so, the 
same portion of the Bible, read the same books, sing the same songs, pray at the 
same hour, share the same sorrows and the same joys, walk in white with the same 
Saviour — and God will be with you. 
 
9.      Do not allow yourself, hastily, to conclude that, because difficulties arise and 
misunderstandings occur as your engagement grows older, that you have been 
mistaken in your choice, going on to say and do things in times of depression or 
temptation that you will afterwards regret. There is a great deal of truth in the old 
saying, "The course of true love never did run smooth." To say nothing of the 
difficulties in connection with the world around you, the very love you bear each other 
has in its bosom a thousand occasions for apprehensions and misgivings. 
 
Have patience, if the stream on which your love is gliding does not always run smooth, 
and if, at times, it passes through somewhat troubled and shallow channels, keep 
sailing along and you will be sure to come to deep water again. Anyway, never quarrel 
through the Post-office. Postpone the settlement of every difficulty till you have the 
opportunity of meeting face to face; and then, together, hand in hand, and eye to eye, 
doubts and misgivings will readily fly away. 


