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CHAPTER 8: Advantages and Disadvantages of Marriage  
 
My Dear Comrades,  
 
Now, before I proceed further with my subject, I desire to say something to you about 
Marriage as it may be, and often is, viewed by women who remain unmarried. It is, I 
confess, a somewhat difficult topic to discuss here, and would perhaps have been 
dealt with more effectively by a woman — that is, of course, if she were a Salvationist. 
But as I am responsible for these Letters, I must speak of it myself. 
 
A large number of women remain unmarried, and that mainly owing to two facts. 
 
1.        There are more women in the world than men, and in some countries the 
difference is very considerable. It is true of course, that more males are born than 
females, but such is the greater wear and tear of the sterner sex from wars, accidents, 
and a fuller exposure to the risks of ordinary life, that the number of men is continually 
being reduced at a greater rate than the number of women. 
 
2.        Of the men eligible for Marriage, a certain number for various reasons, some 
good and some execrably bad, prefer the unmarried state. For these reasons, then — 
manifesting themselves in many different ways — a large number of women have no 
opportunity of Marriage. By some of them this is looked upon as a hardship, and is a 
cause of much secret repining, leading, in some instances, I fear, to open rebellion 
against God and the order of His Providence. With this class I have always felt much 
sympathy, and I would fain write some-thing calculated to reconcile them to their lot, 
by opening before them some of the happier aspects of a single life. 
 
But here I ought to remark that there are a large number of unmarried women to 
whom the foregoing does not in any way apply — they neither repine nor rebel. For 
reasons, satisfactory and altogether honourable to themselves, they have not desired 
Marriage— indeed, in many cases they have been unwilling to marry, having declined 
to accept attractive opportunities for doing so under the happiest circumstances. 
Among such reasons have considerations relating to their own health; the obligations 
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arising from long and faithful friendships; the duties they have felt to be absolutely 
binding upon them towards young children, or others, who have been cast by 
Providence, or left by loved ones, to their care; the loving provision they have 
delighted to make for beloved parents; and, most sacred of all, the claims upon them 
of the Kingdom of Christ. 
 
I have known beautiful women who have been married in spirit, to a beloved mother 
or an aged father, or who have had the care of the children of a deceased friend, or 
sister, or brother, laid upon their hearts, and who would have felt it a most serious 
breach of duty to abandon their trust for the Marriage state. Others I have met, who 
have been so taken up with business, or art, or literature, or with the claim of some 
responsible position, that with them the question has scarcely been raised at all. While 
again, I have known many gifted and beloved women, and these I place very high in 
my estimate of all that is purest and best in this poor world, belonging to the holy 
company of Virgins, who have, of their own choice, remained unmarried for the sake 
of their dear Master, and the Salvation of precious souls. 
 
Still, there are a number of unmarried women who do not remain single of their own 
free will, and who, I am afraid, are not happy in the station in which God has placed 
them. On the contrary, they find it difficult to believe that God has had much, if 
anything at all, to do with placing them there. 
 
Now I want to have a word with these dear sisters, and to mention some 
considerations which, taken together, will perhaps help them to view the matter 
differently, and to feel that after all, the uncertainties of Marriage are so great, and its 
burdens so serious, that they may, notwithstanding all they now feel, be really in a very 
much happier and better position than would have been theirs as married women. 
 
"All is not gold that glisters" is true in the matrimonial world, as in every other sphere 
of human experience. With how many women are the illusions under which they were 
married destroyed before the first month of married life had passed away. 
 
How many, alas! have I known who would, after a little experience, have given their 
right hands to have the Marriage knot untied, and to be free once more. But they 
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found that to be impossible! They had made their bed, dreaming it was to be one of 
roses. They had to wake up out of their dream to find it a couch of thorns! 
 
These things do not often come to light — at any rate, not all at once, for pride and 
despair and peculiar circumstances prevent a large proportion of this sorrowing 
company from talking much of the biting disappointment they have suffered, and 
therefore the bitterness of their lot is endured in secret. But the bitterness and the 
mortification are there. And even when so large a measure of misery may not always 
follow, there are only too many instances in which the change brings with it few of the 
bright advantages that were anticipated, while it furnishes a crop of new trials, so 
large and so real, that but for the selfish interests of the home and the instinctive love 
of a family, life would be scarcely endurable. 


