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CHAPTER VI 
 

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 
 

Section I. 
 
We now come to the fifth Spirit — the shining Spirit of Truth. What was his message? 
 
Hear him again: "O Officers, Officers, your work is to make men know the unchanging and the 
unchangeable truth about the love of God, the efficacy of the Blood of the Lamb, the 
accursedness of evil, the cruelty of the Devil, the terrors of the Great White Throne, the joys of 
Heaven, and the horrors of the damnation of Hell. To do this you must be filled with the Light 
yourselves." 
 
I. You must know the things that are essential to a right and profitable discharge of the 

duties of your position. 
II. Men perish in ignorance. 

You are sent to instruct them in the things that belong to their peace. 
 
1. Men are blind. 

You must make them see. This is your duty.  
a) You must make them see the evils of sin. 
b) You must make them see the dangers of damnation. They go over the precipice 

because they don't see it. 
c) They don't see the preciousness of the Divine favour. You must show it to them. 
d) They don't see the beauty of believing. You must prove it to them. 

 
2. Men are deaf. 

You must make them hear the voice of God calling them to His arms, imploring them to come 
and help. 
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3. Men are insensible to the charms of salvation. You must make them feel. This is your business. 
 

III. To do this effectively you must be true yourselves. 
 

1. You must yourselves know the meaning, and importance, and reason of the truths you 
proclaim to others. All the world over the cry is for more secular knowledge. Voices can be 
heard in all directions crying: "Give us more scientific knowledge, give us more technical 
knowledge, give us more knowledge about commerce and trade, give us more mechanical 
knowledge, give us more military knowledge." 

The cry is being attended to, and everywhere men and women and children are hard at work 
with the prevalent answer to it. Men are learning how to construct machinery, explore the 
mazes of science, make fortunes, etc. 
  
There is no denying the fact that twenty years ago the Russians would have swept the 
Japanese off both sea and land in a very short time. What has made the difference? 
Knowledge. The Japanese now know as much, man for man, as the Russians, if not more. 
  
All that is necessary to be believed in order to your own salvation and the salvation of those 
about you with whom you have to deal, is already revealed. You do not require to study in 
order to discover the foundation principles that have to do with the salvation of the world. 
They are there, revealed and unalterable, for you to examine, receive, believe, and obey. 
 
a) For instance, we do not require any new revelation as to the Being of God, His nature 

and attributes, and the purpose He has in view in His dealings with men. Perhaps Enoch, 
and Moses, and John knew all that we know, and all that can be known down here. 

b) We do not require any new revelation respecting the person of Jesus Christ, His 
compassion, His miracles, His sacrifice, His resurrection and ascension, together with the 
virtue of His precious Blood. 

c) We do not require any new revelation respecting the Holy Ghost. His ability to purify and 
inspire the soul of man with the fire of burning love for a dying world is manifested. 
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d) We do not require any new revelation about salvation itself, or the conditions on which it 
may be won, in order to share in the enjoyment of all its benefits. 

e) We do not require any new revelation about the consequences of the acceptance or 
rejection of God's mercy. We may have yet more light spread upon these joys and 
sorrows, but the great unalterable facts are there to accept or reject. 
 

IV. But while we do not require any new revelation about Salvation, or its Author or character, 
there is room, nay, an absolute necessity, for definite improvement in the methods 
employed for its promulgation. 

The corn and oil carried from one part of the world to another are neither better nor 
worse than those precious commodities were in the Saviour's days. But there is a great 
improvement in the means of transit. I guess it would take Jacob's sons a longer period 
to traverse those couple of hundred miles between Canaan and the city of the Pharaohs 
than it now takes to bring corn to England from the western prairies of the United States 
or the northwestern portions of Canada, a distance of five thousand miles or more. 
 
Suppose there had been anything like an equivalent advance in the method of spreading 
abroad the Bread of Life to that which has been made in the transmission of the natural 
staff of existence, the whole world would have been filled long ago with the song: "Glory 
to God in the highest." 
 

We must improve. 
 
It is true that great improvement has been made from time to time. For instance: — 
 
1. The Apostles were a great advance on the Prophets in the publication of Divine mercy. 
2. The Salvation Army is undoubtedly a great improvement on the ordinary Christian 

organisations, both past and present, in the direction of conveying the saving knowledge 
of Divine grace to the sons of men. This is proved by her works, and admitted by the 
most thoughtful and experienced friends of God. 

3. I trust that I am an improvement in the same direction upon many teachers and preachers 
who have preceded me. At least my people think so. 
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4. You are an improvement in the knowledge that makes men know and obey God, or you 
would not be here. 

5. Greater improvement still must be possible. Surely, surely, we have not reached finality. 

Section II. 
 

Besides this improvement in the united operations of The Army, we want improvement in the 
individual Officer. 
 
With still further improvement in Officers we shall have improvement in every other direction. O 
Officers, Officers, you are my great concern. Were I dying before your eyes in this very Hall I 
should call on you, by all that was sacred on earth and in Heaven, to improve yourself. 
 
With many Officers there is unquestionably great advance. The Commissioners are improved, 
and so are the Staff generally. They are certainly dressed better, and from appearance I should 
judge they weigh much heavier. 
 
The Field Officers are improved, they do not appear to weigh any less. But there are other 
directions in which I think there is room for great improvement. 
 
On this subject there is room for a year's talking. But I will content myself with simply telling you 
something of what I would do for my own improvement, if I could go back to the days of my 
youth. 
 

I. I would take more care of my health. 

Many of you have heard me speak about health, and tried earnestly and successfully to 
forget, at the earliest opportunity, the common-sense counsels I gave you on those 
occasions. Others, I have reason to know, profited by them; but alas! they are only the 
exceptions. 

 
I am able to speak to you experimentally. I have had difficulties on this matter all through my 
life. But until a serious attack of fever when I was sixteen, I scarcely knew what a day's sickness 
was. As far as my own feelings went I did not know that I had any digestive organs until then. 



 

THE SEVEN SPIRITS — Chapter Six 5 

I went on raging and tearing, outdoors and in, night after night, with long business hours, 
day after day, and long walks to preaching engagements on a Sunday. Then the breakdown 
came, and I have suffered in consequence ever since. Nevertheless, I am still in the same 
work. I am not going to say " Follow my example." I have no revelation, but my experience 
is an object-lesson which should, I think, be studied. 

 
II. I would cultivate the habit of observation as a means of obtaining information. 

Not lazily allowing things to pass before my gaze without looking into them and asking 
myself, " How far can I profit by them?" But carefully studying men and women and children 
of all classes and conditions with a view of learning something from their badness and their 
goodness, their joys and their sorrows. 

 
III. I would ask questions as I went along when I saw things that I did not understand. 

And not let everything pass as a matter of course unworthy of my thought and understanding. 
 

IV. I would seek to strengthen my power of thought. 

Thinking is one great want of The Salvation Army at the present day. Officers do not 
sufficiently say to themselves, "Is there no way of doing this work more effectively? How can 
I improve on this plan? How can I better understand this truth?" 

 
V. I would do everything that I reasonably could to improve my memory. 

Consider what some people have done with their memory. For instance, Spurgeon. Memory, 
like every other faculty, may be cultivated. You may readily, if you will inquire, get suggestions 
as to the cultivation of memories. But after all there is nothing like practice. One of the 
common snares is trying to do too much. 

 
I am not going to say that by any process you can improve your faculty to this extent. Still, a 
great deal can be done if you will make the effort, and you will find that the results will pay 
you well. Naturally, I don't think I excel with respect to this gift. Yet people often express 
their surprise at the extent to which I can call up things that I have heard and seen in the past. 
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VI. I would cultivate to its very utmost the habit of improving my time. 

One man says, "Time is flying, what can I do?" And there is an end of it, so far as he is 
concerned. Another lets the moments creep away without noticing any useful employment, 
without noticing their flight, or without feeling any regrets in consequence. This cultivation 
implies — 

 
1. Some perception of the value of time. 
2. The resolution to make the most of it. 
3. What is most important of all, the habit of seizing the stray moments as they pass. 

This I have endeavoured to do until now. To be unemployed in some useful manner 
is absolute misery to me. But if I had my time to go over again I would go further still 
in this direction; in fact, I am doing so every day. I recommend the same to you. 
Thomas Cromwell is said to have committed to memory the New Testament whilst 
travelling from London to Rome. 
 

VII. I would seek that knowledge which before all others seemed most likely to be useful 
to me in my work of saving souls, and building up the Kingdom of Heaven. 

It cannot, in my opinion, be wise to spend time and energy in acquiring knowledge which 
has little or no bearing on the main object to which your lives have been specially 
consecrated, and for want of which souls are dying. Especially must this be the case with an 
Officer who is palpably ignorant on subjects of vital importance, intimately associated with 
successful labour, or who has capacities, which, if instructed, might do work of unutterable 
value. 

 
The wandering mind. How few exercise control over their thoughts. I think I have to some 
extent been obedient to this law myself, but I would attend to it far more thoughtfully if I had 
my days to go over again. 

 
VIII. I would read my Bible with greater regularity, and more carefully store my mind with 

its prominent histories, its most striking facts, and its most important teachings than I 
did in the days of my youth. That is a wonderful Book. 
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The late Marquis of Salisbury, for many years Prime Minister of this country, writing to a 
correspondent who had inquired his views of the New Testament, said: — 

  
"Everyone has their own point of view from which they look at things. To me the central point 
is the Resurrection of Christ, which I believe; first: because it is testified to by men who had 
every opportunity of seeing and knowing, and whose veracity was tested by the most 
tremendous trials, both of energy and endurance, during long lives; secondly, because of the 
marvellous effect it has had upon the world. To anyone who believes the Resurrection of 
Christ, the rest presents little difficulty. No one who has that belief will doubt that those who 
were commissioned by Him to speak — Paul, Peter (Mark), John — carried a Divine message. 
St. Matthew falls into the same category. St. Luke has the warrant of the generation of 
Christians who saw and heard the others. That is the barest and roughest form the line which 
the evidence of the inspiration of the New Testament has always taken in my mind. But 
intellectual arguments, as you well know, are not to be relied upon in such matters alone." 

 
Another Prime Minister of England, the Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone, wrote a book 
upon the subject of the Inspiration of the Bible, to which he gave the title of "The 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture," 

 
IX. I would seek more industriously, as I had opportunity to gather up in the storehouse 

of memory the leading occurrences in the world's history. 
 

X. I would read with more care the biographies, and study the writings, of the men and 
women who have most closely walked with God, lived the holiest lives, been the most 
famous students of the science of soul-saving, and proved themselves to be the most 
successful heroes in that all-important warfare. 

 
Section III. 

 
Then I would more carefully cultivate the art, science, gift, or whatever you may call it, of speaking 
to men on the infinitely important subject of Salvation. 
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Of the importance of this gift there is no need for me to speak to you. The Officer in The Salvation 
Army who does not see the grandeur of the opportunity he possesses of speaking to men about 
God and Eternity, and who does not earnestly desire to qualify himself for the effective discharge 
of the duty, must be altogether unworthy of his post. 
 
God has given me some ability as a public speaker. I have already referred to the tens of 
thousands I have been permitted to see kneeling broken-hearted at the mercy-seat. These 
thousands of souls all impressed, nay, deeply convicted and saved, bear witness to the power I 
possess as a salvation preacher. The Salvation Army itself is, to some extent, an evidence of my 
ability to talk to the hearts of men. Am I glorying in myself? God forbid. I say these things for 
your sake, to justify me in advising you in listening to my counsel. 
Now how did I acquire this ability to talk? Beyond question I possess some natural gifts — they 
came into the world with me. But for the encouragement of every young Officer here to-day, I 
want to say that the bulk of my little ability as a public speaker has come by the way of industrious, 
persistent, self-denying cultivation. My soul was drawn out in desire after the power to speak of 
the things of God to the hearts of men in the earliest hours of my first love. I yearned after it with 
an unutterable yearning, and that long before I had any reason to believe that this gift would 
ever be mine. I made up my mind to seek it before I had been saved twelve months, and at once 
set myself to the task. 
 
I have fought hard in this pursuit. Few Officers here have had more disappointments, and 
depressions, and temptations in their talking than I have myself. But I have persevered, and I am 
still following on as earnestly as ever in the pursuit. But I never expect to reach satisfaction with 
my attainment in this respect, and so shall still fight on to gain greater ability to persuade men 
to abandon the path of evil and seek God; to save souls, and help Jesus Christ to win the world, 
till I drop into the grave, and exchange earth for Heaven. 
 
Does anyone ask me how I have attained what ability as a talker I do possess? I answer that I am 
coming to the opinion that every man must learn for himself how to talk, if ever he learns at all. 
However, I will give you a few hints. And I will do so by describing the things which, taken 
together, are likely to make a successful Salvation Army talker. 
 
I. He must be actuated by right, God-pleasing motives.  
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Almost everything will depend on the character of the motives which carry him to the people. 
 

1. His aim must be above all self-seeking — vain, man-pleasing feelings. 

If he is after the praises of men, or the rewards of this world, he cannot expect the Holy Ghost 
to second his efforts. 
 

2. His motive must be beyond the mere desire to preach the truth or explain the Bible, or 
remind his hearers of what they already know. 

In these things there is no practical application of truth to the present need of those before him. 
 

3. His aim must be to bless them by saving them in some form or other from sin, and leading 
them on to a more earnest, self-denying life for God and the salvation of others. 
 

II. Having this aim, much will depend on preparation for the right discharge of the duty. 

There are different views on the subject of preparation for the platform. I will tell you mine. Some 
think that no preparation is needed; that it is wrong to pray and study as to the message you are 
to deliver. "Open your mouth wide," they say, "and God will fill it." That is not my view, and it 
has never been my practice. To those who entertain these notions I would say: — If you are on 
such good terms with the Blessed Spirit that He will fill your pitcher with the living water without 
any trouble to yourself, very good. I have always had to draw mine out of the well, and very deep 
I have often found that well to be; and very hard pumping it has usually been to get out what I 
have wanted. It is true that many of my most impressive, most convincing, and most effective 
thoughts, illustrations, and appeals have come to me on the platform at the moment they were 
needed. But, as a rule, I have had to work my brain, search my Bible, look over my experience, 
call up to memory the incidents of the past, and then, with infinite pains, cast these thoughts, 
etc., into shape, and fix them into such order as has seemed most likely to produce the effect I 
have desired on the hearts of my hearers. 
 
It is true that in nature every now and then you will have a good crop in your garden for which 
little or no preparation has been made; but is that any rule why you should give up cultivating 
altogether? Just so with talking. 
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Do you ask me how I would advise an Officer to go about preparing an address? As I have said, 
I have tried before, and with little success, and now I have little time. Here, however, is an outline: 
— 
1. Choose your subject. 

Your subject should in some way be — 
a) Applicable to the present need of the people who will hear you. Very much alike. 
b) Practical — something that can be turned to present account. 
c) Interesting, if possible. Something that will catch the ear, and move the curiosity at once. 
d) Within your ability to handle. 
e) One on which you can ask God's endorsement and blessing. 

 
2. Having chosen your subject, consider the form in which you can best present it. 

 
3. Explain the truth you present in the simplest language you can find. 

The common error of talking over people's heads. Use your own language, such words, that is, 
as you are accustomed to employ when expressing yourself in the affairs of your everyday life. 
 
4. Make certain that you are understood by the most ignorant of your hearers; illustrate freely. 

The simpler your illustrations are the better. Illustrations that need explanation are next door to 
useless. 
 
5. Support what you have to say, so far as you can, by facts. 

Nevertheless, don't drag yourself in more than advisable. 
 
6. Apply the truth preached as you go along. 

 
7. Appeal for action corresponding to what you have been urging on your hearers there and 

then. 
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"Now is the accepted time." 
 

Section IV. 
 
And now that you have got your topic, and prepared yourself for it, what about the manner of 
its delivery? 
Well, I have been describing it as I have gone along.  
 
Another word may be useful.  
 
I will tell you what I think you should aim at: —  
 
1. Aim at naturalness. Be yourself. 

Don't mimic anyone else. If you are yourself you will be sure to be interesting. This is difficult, 
strange to say, but you must struggle after it. 
 
2. Aim at distinctness. 

As a rule, your hearers will not be at much trouble to listen to you, and therefore must know what 
you are saying, that is, what you mean, without having to attend very closely. That is, if they are 
to be any forwarder for your talk. 
 
3. Aim at directness. Talk to the people. 

Beauty is said to be in the eye of the beholder. I get my inspiration out of the eyes of those who 
listen to me. 
 
4. Be in dead earnest. 

This is the crowning quality of all Salvation talking. You have all heard of the orator, who, when 
asked what were the chief properties needed for effective public speaking, replied: "Action, 
action, action." I can hardly believe it, but if anyone proposed the question to me in its reference 
to a Salvation Army speaker, I should say: that, given something to say, the all-important thing 
needed is — earnestness, earnestness, earnestness. 
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Now that is my counsel with respect to your improvement. Standing here, as I do, with nearly 
sixty years of experience and observation behind me; with my mind open before Heaven to 
receive further light direct from Him or through any medium; and desiring, with an unutterable 
desire, to rightly interpret the mind of God as it may affect the important questions we have 
been considering, I do not think that any more useful or practicable advice could very well be 
given you. May God help you to act upon it. 
5. Spread the light. 

You have it. What is the use of a sun that does not shine? 
 


