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CHAPTER VIII 
 

THE SPIRIT OF BURNING LOVE. 
 

Section I. 
 
I. And now we come to the consideration of the message of what is, beyond question, the 

most attractive of the seven beautiful Spirits who are before the Throne of God, and who 
have occupied our attention these few days; namely, the Spirit of Love.  
 

His form will long linger before your eyes, and His message will tremble on your ears, for many 
a day. What was the message that he brought? Let me repeat it: "O Officers, Officers, 
commissioned by the Great' I Am,' I come to tell you that in all you think, or speak, or do, Love 
must be the ruling passion of your lives." You must love each other. You must love your Soldiers. 
You must love poor sinners. You must love God. And that not after a fickle, cold, half-hearted 
fashion, but with a changeless, quenchless, Burning Love.  

 
Now I want to remark on this message: —  
 
1. A widespread visitation of love is more needed by our poor undone world than all else 

beside.  
 
The vast majority of its inhabitants are hopelessly sinking down in slavery, debauchery, 
idolatry, and all manner of iniquities. These things lead to every kind of wretchedness in this 
life and in the life to come. Luxury, law, wealth, science, learning, and no end of other human 
contrivances have failed to remedy this state of affairs, and will fail. Love is the remedy. Here 
is the Divine panacea, this is the recipe for the millennium — love. Divine love. Oh, for a 
deluge of this blessed spirit! 
 

2. My second remark is that a baptism of Divine Love is the great need of the Officers assembled 
at this Congress. 
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I am sure that above, and beyond all else, my soul longs for a fresh and more powerful 
visitation of this blessed, fiery flame. In this desire I feel certain that the hunger of hundreds, 
nay, thousands of hearts here present, is in harmony with my own. 
 

3. I want to speak to you, therefore, with all the plainness and affection of which I am capable 
on this subject. 

I am now rapidly nearing the end of my counsels to my Field Officers. Doubtless, you think 
the best wine ought to come last. I think so myself, and in this subject I feel that that 
requirement is fully met, and it has the advantage of being equally applicable to my 
comrades, both on the Staff and in the Field. 
 

4. Divine Love is a charming theme, presenting an occasion for unending discussion, but my 
time will only allow me to give it a passing glance. 

For a few moments, therefore, I must ask your consideration of the effect that must inevitably 
follow in the heart and life of an Officer who is inspired with the all-absorbing passion of 
Burning Love. 
 

II. I need not say that the Love of which I am going to speak is the pure, unselfish affection. 

I leave out of our inquiry the human sentiment often spoken of by the term love, and which has 
no moral character in it. That is a mere instinct at its best, differing little from that possessed by 
the animal creation around us, and cannot be said to have either praise or blame attached to it. 
The love which would make a bear fight to the death for her cubs is on the same level with that 
which would make a mother die for her children. I am simply going to deal with that Holy, 
Celestial Flame, which, emanating from the heart of God, unselfishly seeks the highest well-being 
of its object, both for this world and the next. 
 
III. This love, like every other emotion of the human heart, can be experienced in varying 

degrees. 
1. There is a love that is lukewarm. 

True love, beyond question, it often is, and unselfish too, but so feeble as to be 
scarcely worthy of the name. 
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2. There is a love that is fickle and spasmodic. Hot and ready to promise, to do, and to 
be, and suffer to-day, but cold, and powerless, and all but extinct tomorrow. 

3. Then there is the steady, earnest, burning passion, which, whatever feelings may 
come or go; whatever advantages may promise, or whatever threatenings may frown, 
is ever the same overpowering principle in the soul. That is what I call " Burning Love," 
and that is for a few minutes my theme. On it I want to say something practical and 
useful. How can I do so? 

Oh, Thou Great God of Love, help me to speak of this, Thine adorable nature, so that I may draw 
out the hearts of my comrades more than ever. To wonder and admire, and to seek to have their 
own souls filled, absorbed, and mastered, by the celestial passion that fills, absorbs, and masters 
Thine. 
 

Section II. 
 
Burning love in the heart, life and character of an Officer will compel him to feel, and do, and 
suffer many things. 
I. Among other things it will lead to the adoration and worship of God. 

 
1. By worship I mean that admiration of, and thanksgiving to the Divine Being, which ought 

to be realised in the hearts, and manifested in the lives, of all His intelligent creatures. 
2. God ought to be worshipped. He is so great, so powerful, so good and so loving, that 

every being, and everything that His hand has made, ought to bless and praise Him. The 
Bible abounds with exhortations to worship. 

3. We expect to worship Him in Heaven. To bow before His Throne, to offer Him the 
overflowing thanksgiving of grateful hearts, to join in the bloodwashed multitude, whom 
no man can number, in chanting His praise, will, taken together, constitute, we anticipate, 
a large portion of the rapture of that Holy Place. 

4. We ought to worship Him on earth. 

I think sometimes that The Salvation Army comes short in the matter of worship. I do not think 
that there is amongst us so much praising God for the wonders He has wrought, so much blessing 
Him for His every kindness, or so much adoration of His wisdom, power, and love as there might, 
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nay, as there ought to be. You will not find too much worship in our public meetings, in our more 
private gatherings, or in our secret heart experiences. We do not know too much of  
 

"The sacred awe that dares not move, 
And all the inward Heaven of love." 

 
Many reasons might be assigned for this if there were time. To some extent its absence can be 
excused. Still, it is a cause for regret. Burning love will remedy the defect. To love more will be 
to worship more. 
 

5. One condition of worship is acquaintance. You must know something of the good 
qualities of a being before you are likely to admire and adore him. There must be a 
knowledge of God before the soul will prostrate itself in worship at His feet. The soul that 
loves God will seek His presence, delight in His communion, dwell on His perfections, 
and, filled with rapture by their contemplation, fall before Him and wonder and adore. 
Burning love will worship. 

6. Gratitude is another quality essential to worship. "I thank Thee" is the first language love 
learns to lisp. The smallest favours bestowed by the object loved are not only noticed but 
magnified. Burning Love delights to bow before the Saviour and sing: — 

"Oh, let me kiss Thy bleeding feet," etc. 
 

7. Praise is another element of worship. 

The Psalmist says, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God." That is, makes Him more to 
be admired and famous in the eyes of angels and men. 
Burning Love never tires of sounding forth the praises of the object loved. 

a) It praises Him, and His wonderful works, and all around. 
b) It lies before Him, and speaks them in His own listening ear. 

The language of Burning Love is: — 
 

"I'll praise my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death 
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Praise shall employ my nobler powers. 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past, 

While life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures." 

 
But worship means more than either realisation, appreciation, gratitude or praise; it 
means adoration. The highest, noblest emotion of which the soul is capable. Love 
worships. 

II. Burning Love will promote your resemblance to God. 

As I have said, love is largely made up of admiration. What the soul admires it imitates, whether 
intending to do so or not. 

1. This is said to be the case physically. I have heard it said that the love existing between 
husbands and wives leads to their resemblance of each other in bodily appearance. 

2. We see it mentally every day. 
3. We know it so morally. The company and example of good men make good men, or 

ought to do. So, if you love God with this burning passion, you will, you must grow 
like unto Him. 

III. Burning Love promotes obedience. 

We have all heard it said that love is a slave, which means that the lover delights to do the will 
of the beloved. It does not have to punish itself, nor to be punished, to make it carry out the 
wishes of the object loved, so far as it has the ability. So, when the soul loves God, " I delight to 
do Thy will." 
IV. Burning Love opens to the soul new and overflowing sources of unspeakable joy. 

1. To begin with there is the joy of loving. The chief satisfaction arising from love is found 
not in being loved, but in loving. 

2. In order to realise the true satisfaction of love, there must be love in return. A man 
finds no satisfaction in the love of his wife when he has ceased to love her in return, 
and given his affections to another woman; in fact, then he would rather she did not 
love him. Her love is a torment to him, because he has ceased to love her. Just so 
with the love of God for us. If we do not love Him back again, we have no pleasure; 
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but if we give Him our hearts, we find unutterable pleasure in the love He bore to us. 
One cannot love a daisy or a lamb without some pleasing sensation. 

3. The measure of the joy imparted by loving is proportionately increased by the 
greatness, and goodness, and beautifulness of the object loved. Think of loving 
God!" The bliss of those who fully dwell." 

V. Burning Love will make the Officer the true friend of mankind. 

He will love men and the things of men. That is, he will unselfishly care for their well-being for 
their own sakes. 
 
There is lawful and unlawful love as regards the things of this life: — 

1. The love of wrong things. 
2. The wrong love of right things. 

The love of God and the things of God need not lessen an Officer's lawful love for the lawful 
things of earth. It will purify and often strengthen that love, and make it a happier love than it 
was before. 
 
For, with this purified affection— 

a) He will love the things of nature. 

Rivers and hills and trees and seas will now be marks of his Father's wisdom. He 
will love the lovable; it will be his nature to do so. His God took pleasure in 
creating them. He takes pleasure in them to-day. It is lawful for His children to 
take pleasure in them also. 

b) With this love he will love the people about him. His family, husband, wife, lover, 
friend. 

c) With this love he will love the poor, the suffering, the weak, the hungry, the sick. 
He will compassionate them. He will go after them, and touch them, and take 
them by the hand, etc. He will follow Jesus Christ's example, as described in the 
New Testament. Take out from it the Hospital, the Shelter, the Food Depots, and 
the Rescue Homes, and what is there left? "Whoso hath this world's goods, and 
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seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him?" 

d) With this love he will love his comrades. In this way they will love him back again. 
Love begets love. 

 
VI. Nevertheless, with all this sympathy for men and goodness, the Officer possessed of this 

Burning Love will be a fierce hater of evil. 
 

His love of God and truth and righteousness will make him the uncompromising opponent of 
sin. The more he loves God the more he will hate the Devil. He will not try to serve God and 
Mammon. The more he loves purity, the more he will hate filthiness. His love of goodness will so 
educate him into the understanding of the hellish character of badness, and so inflame his heart 
with hatred of it, that at the Last Day he will consent, nay, rejoice in the everlasting banishment 
from God of those who will persevere in wickedness. Love and hate are of the same burning 
spirit. 

 
VII. But, in conjunction with this hatred of evil, the Officer in whose bosom Burning Love 

reigns will compassionate the evil-doers. 
 

In the bosom of Jesus Christ there dwelt the deepest hatred of evil. And yet we read that when 
He beheld the multitude He had compassion on them. When, from the brow of Olivet, He beheld 
the men whose hearts were so mastered with evil, and so bitter in their hatred of the Son of God 
that they resolved to murder Him, He wept over them. When He looked down upon them in His 
last agony on the bloody Cross to which they had nailed Him, He prayed for their salvation, and 
broke His heart on their behalf. 

 
Here is an example for us, my comrades. You and I may condemn wickedness. We must condemn 
it. We cannot help but condemn and hate the drunkenness, the pride, the selfishness, the lust, 
and a thousand other devilish things that are carried on around us. But if we are possessed of 
this Burning Love we shall compassionate the guilty doers of these hateful things. 

 
Where this Burning Love dwells in the heart of an Officer it will carry him out to look on the 
sinners in their homes, drink shops, haunts of vice. He will look at them as they sit before him in 
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his Halls. His soul will go out after them. He will say of one: Think of his birth, parentage, 
prayerless mother, swearing father, the example of his home. Oh, my God! how I pity him! Can 
I help him? 

 
Of another he will say: Oh, think of his bringing up; the school-fellows, and the filthy, lying ways 
they taught him almost before he knew his alphabet I Oh, my God! is the devilry we see in him 
to-day to be wondered at? Can I help him? 

 
Of another he will say: Oh, remember his ignorance! How little he knows about God, and sin, 
and Judgment, and Heaven and Hell! And how much less he believes. 
 
Of another he will say: Just look at his temptations, from workmates, publicans, recreations, and 
devils. 
 
Of another he will say: The inconsistencies of such Christians, parsons, perhaps Salvationists, as 
he has met with, they have blighted him. 
 
Of another he will say: Oh, remember his failures! How often he has tried. They have given up 
counting the times he has been to the penitent-form. Weeping at the mercy-seat one night; 
mocking with his mates, or rolling drunk to his home the next. 
 
Poor wretch! O God! how I pity him. What can I do to help him?  
 
Of another: Think of his misery, his wretched health, his comfortless home. 
 
Of yet another: Think of his cantankerous nature, his natural "cussedness," his rebellious or 
wobbling nature and feeble will. Again, think of that man's coming doom. He will be in Hell soon! 
And then there will come the reflection: "What might I not have been had I been circumstanced 
and tempted as these poor sinners and backsliders have been!" As John Bradford said when he 
saw a criminal being led to execution: "But for, the grace of God, there goes John Bradford." 
 
VIII. This Burning Love will make the Officer in whose bosom it dwells not only compassionate, 

but willing to suffer on behalf of the evil-doers. 
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A willingness to suffer on behalf of those whom you love is inseparable from all true affection. 
 
You will find plenty of examples of this even among the creatures whose love is really only 
instinct, as it is in the animal creation. 
 
You will find more in man with his ordinary instinct. 
 

a) What wonderful things a mother's love will make her do and suffer! No hardship is 
counted too great. 

 
b) What marvels the love of the patriot will accomplish! 

 
How willingly, eagerly, the love of country has carried them to deeds of daring, suffering, 
and death. How the Japs have gone singing and triumphantly shouting to certain 
destruction. Consecration signed in blood! But this love is better than the love of kindred, 
and country, and friends, which has ordinarily some selfish interest behind it.  
 
Burning Love unselfishly suffers for its own enemies, and for those whom it knows to be 
the foes of God and man. 

i. It was this Burning Love that carried the prophets of old through hardships and 
suffering and death. Read the history of Moses and the account of God's heroes 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews,  

ii. It was this Burning Love that carried Jesus Christ to the Cross, 
iii. It was this Burning Love that carried the Apostles and martyrs on to their end. 
iv. It was this Burning Love that carried millions and millions more since that day to a 

triumphant finish. 
v. This Burning Love will make Officers preach, pray, visit, deal with difficulties in 

their Corps, and go to the end of the earth to save souls. 
 
IX. Burning Love will make the Officer the beloved of — 
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1. Comrades. How Officers complain about their comrades. Some are not loved. Why? 
Is it not because the Officer has not sufficiently loved them? 

2. Those for whom he fights. The weak, the afflicted, the children. 
3. God and the angels. Ministering spirits will attend him in his labours. 

 
X. Burning Love will ensure the Officer's perseverance. While this love burns, no fear of 

retreat. 
 
XI. Burning Love will crown the Officer with glory in the world to come. 
 

Celestial rewards will not be according to — 
 

1. Gifts, talents, brilliance of intellect, etc. 
2. The number and magnitude of the miracles wrought on the earth. 
3. The number of souls won. 
4. But according to the measure of love. "She loved much." "Love never faileth: but 

whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. . . . And now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." 

 
That is the standard by which God measures the value of your service on earth, and by which He 
will measure your reward in Heaven. 
 
XII. Burning Love, the most precious of all gifts, is within the reach of all. 
 
The human gifts counted of most value by men are denied to many. All cannot excel in the gift 
of praying or talking. But all can have the Spirit of Burning Love. 
 


