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CHAPTER 22: HOW TO MAKE LITTLE SOLDIERS 
 
 
How must Salvationists go about the work of giving their children the home training 
necessary to make them Little Soldiers? 
 
(1.) You must make the children understand that God expects them to do their share 
of the fighting, and encourage them to do it. As with every other counsel we have 
given to you, begin with them early. Beget within them the conviction that soul-saving 
is going to be their life-work, and get them fired with the ambition to go to their post 
and die there before they are brought into contact with cold, freezing, unbelieving, 
half-hearted professors. Always remember that this class will snub your Little Soldiers, 
and sneer at their work in every direction. They won't want the little Davids even to 
come and see the war, much less to have an opportunity to try the effect of their slings 
and stones on the Goliaths who strut about defying their great armies in every 
direction. For the Scribes and Pharisees, who pour contempt on the idea of children 
having any experimental knowledge of Salvation, will be shocked and horrified 
beyond measure at their making any effort to save anybody else. 
 
So unless you are prepared to stand by and cheer them on, it is ten to one but their 
kindling zeal will be extinguished on its first bursting out by some awfully learned 
divine, or some morosely heartless authority in religious things. You must, therefore, 
push them on, and supply them with justification for what they do. You will find plenty 
of arguments in favour of their having a hand in the fight from the Bible, from the 
experiences of The Salvation Army, in the call of the Holy Ghost which they hear 
sounding in their own hearts, and in the pitying love they feel for the perishing souls 
around them. 
 
Justify the children to themselves in what they are undertaking, by telling them that if 
one of those objecting divines had fallen into a pit and could not get out, neither he 
nor any of his household would object to A CHILD helping him out, or running to tell 
others to come with ropes for his deliverance. 
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Tell the children that if the house of this learned clergyman was on fire, neither he nor 
any of his family, from the baby upwards, would object to a child waking them up, or 
arousing somebody else, with the startling information that the smoke was coming out 
of the bottom windows of the Rectory, and it would soon be in a blaze. 
 
And then you should make the children understand that when they find their friends, 
whether young or old, in the pit of sin, or exposed to the fire of Hell, it is perfectly right 
and lawful in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of God, for them, though 
they may be very young, to tell these sinful men and women, who may be very old, of 
a Saviour who is willing and mighty to save. 
 
(2.) If you want to make your children Little Soldiers, not only dedicate them in infancy, 
as shown in a previous chapter, but as soon as they have come to years of 
understanding — as soon as you have reason to believe that they are converted — 
encourage and show them how to dedicate themselves to a life-long war with sin, 
drink, and the devil. 
 
History records that the people of Carthage — so bitter was their hatred towards 
Rome, their old enemy — dedicated their children from the birth to hostility to the 
Romans, and, when old enough, bound them by the most solemn vows to a life-long 
struggle against them. We commend their example to all Salvation parents. Offer your 
children from the birth for the War, plant the seeds of undying enmity to all iniquity in 
their bosoms, and as soon as able to understand you, make them promise to fulfill 
your vows, and then train them to efficiently carry out that purpose. 
 
(3.) Take your children, if converted, to the meetings of Little Soldiers, if there are any 
within reach, and encourage them to speak and pray, and join in the marches, and so 
let them grow up in a bold and outspoken confession of Christ. 
 
Why not? Who is afraid to follow the command of the Master that what has been 
heard in the closet is to be spoken on the house-top? Who is to say that this command 
is not as applicable to little children as to the older disciples? Of course all along I 
suppose that you believe in the sincerity of your children in the profession of 
Christianity they make. If not, for God's sake, for theirs, and for your own, keep them 
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from any public exercise, profession, or confession of the same. But if you are satisfied 
of their sincerity, do everything which seems likely to commit them still further to the 
stand they make for the Master. 
 
If there are no meetings of any kind of The Salvation Army in your neighbourhood, get 
up a children's meeting in your own house, or in some other, on purpose to give them 
the opportunity to exercise their gifts. 


