
	  

Preface 1 

PREFACE 
  
SOME time back, I wrote a few papers on the Training of Children, which were 
inserted in the "War Cry," and which, I have reason to believe, were read with interest 
and profit by many friends and Soldiers in different parts of the world. Many having, 
by letter and otherwise, expressed their desire for something further on the same 
lines, I have been induced to write the following pages. Those who may be disposed 
to criticise this book on its literary demerits, I have no doubt will find ample 
opportunity, for it has been put together in snatches of time, often at long intervals-in 
many instances in railway carriages, and in times of sickness-mostly through a 
shorthand writer, and under all manner of disadvantages. In this War we have not time 
either for the cultivation of the courtesies of life or the elegancies of literature. The 
great aim with us, in all things, is to do the largest amount of good by the readiest 
me... 
 
Above all, I would fain impress upon every reader that the beat way to test the 
correctness of my theories is to practise them. We think we can show abundant 
ground for confidence in their correctness; and we are certain that twenty years hence 
the proofs of their value will abound all over the world. God grant it. 
 
Although it will be seen that the bulk of the teaching contained in this volume has 
been specially designed for Salvationists, by whom alone we have any expectation of 
seeing it fully carried out, yet nevertheless some of our counsels-such as those on 
pages 135 to 137-have had in view the benefit of those children whose parents may 
reside at a distance from The Salvation Army, or who may not have fully given 
themselves up to this War. 
 
WILLIAM BOOTH 
August, 1884. 
  
 
 
  



	  

Preface 2 

PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION 
  
I AM thankful to God that the demand for this book continues and increases all round 
the world; and I am especially glad of this because I know that such demand arises 
chiefly from the steadily increasing number of parents who are determined, not only 
to train their children in the knowledge of God, and the practice of righteousness, but 
who are seeking with all their might to qualify them to efficiently take part in the great 
enterprise of conquering the world for God.  
 
Seeing that the Salvation Army is now considerably more than twice the size it was 
when, three years ago, this book was issued, I feel more than ever the responsibility of 
sending forth this directory for the heads of its families. Still, I am greatly encouraged 
in doing so by the experience of past years, all of which goes slowly to confirm every 
conviction which is herein expressed.  
 
Every parent, who in the strength of God carries out the teachings of this book, may 
confidently expect that their children will become what so many thousand 
Salvationists' children already are - holy devotees to God and the world's salvation; 
and yet who, whilst spending their whole lives to extend His kingdom, are not only 
free from the gloom of stiffness too often associated in the past with " a strictly 
religious education," but full of the joy and love of the great Father of us all. 
  
WILLIAM BOOTH 
 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE SALVATION ARMY, 
101, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C., 
January, 1888. 
  
 


