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The Story of Pentecost 

Chapter 4 

 
Day after day similar gatherings followed in that upper room. Their character was 
somewhat varied.  No fixed time for the Baptism had been set by our Lord, and as the 
hours went by without anything remarkable happening, some of the more eager of 
our company grew a little impatient, while the zeal of others flagged, and, in more 
than one instance, some deserted our ranks altogether. 
 
Then we had amongst us some who were always disposed to reason about the 
mysterious events that were passing around us, rather than to regard them as the 
handiwork of God. 
 
These brethren at times were much troubled as to how any change in their opinions or 
feelings could qualify men and women so ignorant as we were for the formidable task 
now placed before us, which was neither more nor less than the turning of the world 
upside down. 
 
Others of the more timid school were tormented with the temptation that the moment 
we took our stand before the public the authorities would sweep us away as they had 
done the Master. Others, again, occupied themselves with questions of finance, 
government, and the like.  But, fortunately, there was not much time for us to trouble 
ourselves about these secondary matters. All hearts were, as if by instinct, supremely 
concerned about the main object of our gathering — the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peter, the uncertain and hesitating Peter of bygone days, was now ever to the front, 
full of confidence, and always ready for action. Running over with faith for the future, 
and anxious, as far as possible, to wipe out the distressing recollection of the shameful 
conduct of Judas, he arranged for the selection of an Apostle to take his place at the 
earliest moment. 
 
Certain that his Lord would fulfil His word in the bestowal of the Spirit, Peter was 
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determined to have everything in order when the longed-for Guest arrived. 
 
But it was not all plain sailing with us. Some rather discouraging incidents transpired in 
the outer world about this time. I have told you how it was resolved that we should, in 
a quiet and humble manner, bear our testimony, in the Temple and elsewhere as 
opportunity served, to the fact that notwithstanding all that had happened, Jesus 
Christ was the Lamb of God; that He had died for the nation; that He had risen from 
the dead, and ascended to Heaven before our eyes, thereby proving that He was 
verily the Lord — the Christ. 
 
The majority of those thus privileged went about this task with hesitation, although 
meeting with a fair share of sympathy — many of those to whom we addressed 
ourselves, especially the common people, being much interested in our account of 
the resurrection, and apparently disposed to receive the facts as we related them, 
when we described what we had seen and heard with our own eyes and ears. 
 
Some had themselves been witnesses of the miracles of our Lord, listened to His 
teaching, and indeed had counted themselves as His followers, only shrinking from 
the duty when it became evident that the path was one of suffering. Many of these 
wept when they heard our story, and promised to think and pray about the matter; 
while others again went so far as to express a wish to unite themselves with our 
company. 
 
But, alas! the bulk of the people treated us with the bitterest scorn, describing us as 
impostors, and by other equally disgraceful terms. They threatened, indeed, to report 
us to the High Priests, who were, they said, fully determined to stamp this false 
religion out of existence before it had had time to take root in the nation. 
 
Moreover, this particular week was very unfavourable for making any direct 
impression on the public mind. One of the great holidays of the year was due in a few 
days; in fact, you might say that it had already commenced This was the Feast of 
Pentecost, a great yearly national festival, when every male Jew, in whatever part of 
the world he might reside, if possible, was required to appear at Jerusalem for the 
purpose of acknowledging God's goodness in the previous harvest, offering sacrifices 
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for his sins, worshipping in the Temple, and presenting gifts before the Lord. It was 
what you Salvationists would call a Harvest Festival, on a large scale.  
 
Crowds of people were flocking to the City from all parts of the world. Rich and poor, 
young and old, were entering the ancient gates by every road that led there, in every 
imaginable form of conveyance used in those days, while multitudes came on foot, 
travelling for days and even weeks over mountains, and plains, and seas, in order to 
be present on this, to them, intensely interesting occasion. 
 
To Peter and others of the disciples it doubtless occurred that the first and chief day of 
this Feast would be a most likely time for the Divine visitation which they were so 
anxiously expecting. A million people would, by that time, be gathered within the   
precincts of the City, and the tidings of whatever happened that was at all   
remarkable would on their return be carried by them to their kindred and brethren in 
every land. 
 
"At every successive meeting in that upper room the interest increased, faith and   
hope grew stronger, and a general spirit of expectation settled down upon every 
member of the little Society, that that particular day was destined to be the time   
when the Visitor, so eagerly looked for, would arrive. It was therefore resolved that 
they should meet on the previous evening, and continue in prayer throughout that   
night and the following day. In short, the boldest believers of the group resolved that 
they would never break up until they received the promised Baptism of Fire."  


