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SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Genesis 2:18;24 
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 

helper suitable for him…That is why a man leaves his father and mother and 
is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 

Genesis 29:20 

So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few 
days to him because of his love for her. 

Exodus 20:6  
…but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 

Proverbs 31:10  
A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 

Song of Songs 4:1-2 (Consider the OT’s perspective on beauty compared to 
today's.)  
How beautiful you are, my darling! 
Oh, how beautiful! 
Your eyes behind your veil are doves.  
Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from the hills of Gilead. 
Your teeth are like a flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. 
Each has its twin; not one of them is alone. 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NEW TESTAMENT 

John 3:16  
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Romans 12:9 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

Romans 13:10  
Loves does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-13 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there 
are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness 
comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the 
ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love. 

Ephesians 5:25 
Husbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself 

up for her…  
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1 Peter 4:8 
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 

sins. 

1 John 4:18-19 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to 

do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love 
because he first loved us. 

SALVATION ARMY DOCTRINE - ON LOVE AND MARRIAGE 

The Christian standard of chastity before marriage and fidelity within 
marriage is basic to Army thinking and teaching. [Orders and Regulations for 
Corps Officers of The Salvation Army, Chapter IV, Section 5 - Marriage, 1988.] 

The choice of a life-partner is one of the most serious decisions of a life-time, 
perhaps the most serious. It is the choice of a destiny, of happiness or misery, 
the heaven of deepening love or the hell of constant friction. [Chosen To Be 

A Soldier, Chapter VIII, Section 2 - Courtship.]  

We do solemnly declare that, although we enter into this marriage for 
reasons of personal happiness and fulfillment, we will do our utmost to ensure 

that our married status and relationship will deepen our commitment to God 
and enhance the effectiveness of our service as soldiers of Jesus Christ in The 
Salvation Army. 

We promise to make our home a place where all shall be aware of the 
abiding presence of God, and where those under our influence shall be 
taught the truths of the gospel, encouraged to seek Christ as Savior, and 
supported in the commitment of their lives to the service of God. 
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We declare our intention to be to each other, by the help of God, true 

Christian examples and, through times of joy, difficulty or loss, to encourage 
each other to ‘grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.’ [from the Articles of Marriage for Soldiers and Officers of The 
Salvation Army, 1989.] 

The relationship between husband and wife, if both are saved, must be 
marked by the fact that they love the same Master and are fellow Christians. 
Each is responsible for the other's soul, and when the misunderstandings and 

frictions arise which are difficult wholly to avoid even in the happiest 
marriage, they should not let sunset find them still nursing their anger 
(Ephesians 4:26). [from Chosen To Be A Soldier, Chapter IX, Section 2 - In the 
Home.] 

SALVATION ARMY DOCTRINE - GOD’S LOVE 

The love and mercy of God are mysteries beyond human comprehension. 

Jesus Christ suffered and died to save the whole world and was raised by the 
Father. In the Atonement we recognize the astounding generosity of God’s 
love towards all people. We realize the depth and gravity of our sin and, by 
turning in repentance to God, discover the joy of our salvation in Christ.           

The Church’s Mission is to share the message of this generosity, to declare its 
power, to proclaim its inclusiveness and live its truth, so that the atoning 
power of the Cross becomes a reality in the lives of all who choose to 
respond. [from “A Gospel to be Proclaimed”, Chapter 6, The Salvation Army 

Handbook of Doctrine, 2010.] 
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The Cross of Jesus is at the heart of the reconciling work of God. It is also the 
most effective picture of self-giving love (Romans 5:8). We can be drawn to it 

or repelled by it, but, when acknowledged, few can remain indifferent to the 
God it reveals. It is a call to be reconciled to the God of the Cross, and to 
love as he loved us (2 Corinthians 5:18-19. [from “Self-Giving Love, Chapter 6, 
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, 2010]. 

SALVATION ARMY TRADITION 
Mrs. Booth As A Woman And A Wife 
http://www.salvationfactory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Mrs-Booth-as-
a-Woman-and-a-Wife.pdf 

The Relations of Husband and Wife 
http://www.salvationfactory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letters-to-
Salvationists-V2C12.pdf 

Labour and Love  
http://www.salvationfactory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letters-to-
Salvationists-V1C10.pdf 

Courtship  
http://www.salvationfactory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letters-to-
Salvationists-V2C1.pdf 

Popular Christianity - Lecture 3: Sham Compassion and the Dying Love of 

Christ 
http://www.salvationfactory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Popular-
Christianity-L3.pdf 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