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Be Ye Holy  
 
And now what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all 
his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 
to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his statutes for thy good? – Deut. 10:12-13 
 
We should be holy because God wants us to be holy. He commands it. He says: "As he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye 
holy, for I am holy." God is in earnest about this. It is God's will, and it cannot be evaded. Just 
as a man wants his watch to keep perfect time, his gun to fire true, his friends to be steadfast, 
his children to be obedient, and his wife to be faithful, so God wants us to be holy.  
 
To many, however, the command seems harsh. They have been accustomed to commands 
accompanied by curses or kicks or blows. But we must not forget that "God is love," and His 
commands are not harsh but kind. They come from the fullness of an infinitely loving and all-wise 
heart. They are meant for our good.  
 
If a railway train could think or talk, it might argue that running on two rails over the same road 
year after year is very commonplace. But if it insisted on larger liberty and so jumped the track, 
it would certainly ruin itself. So the man who wants freedom and refuses to obey God's 
commands to be holy, destroys himself. The train was made to run on the tracks, and so we were 
made to live according to God's commandment, to be holy, and only in that way can we gain 
everlasting good.  
 
1 Pet. 1:15-16 


