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Crucified with Christ  
 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me. – Gal. 2:20 
 
The divine life in Paul was manifest in his triumph over circumstances. They threw him into prison 
and he converted the jailer. They stoned him and threw him on a pile of city refuse for dead; but, 
by and by, with a deep sigh, a gasp, and a struggle, he arose. He went back to the city to comfort 
the disciples and then passed on to other scenes of labor and suffering.  
 
Three times the Romans beat him with rods. Five times the Jews stripped bare his back and beat 
him with 39 stripes – all the law would allow. Three times he suffered shipwreck. A night and a 
day he clung to a spar of a wrecked ship while the wild waters raged and threatened to engulf 
him. He was hungry and cold and naked and thirsty, while salt waters billowed around him.  
 
His own countrymen traduced him. False brethren betrayed him. He had no home, no wife, and 
no child to comfort him. Robbers in the Macedonian hills and the Cilician mountains made 
dangerous his missionary journeys. His life was so constantly endangered that he said, "I die 
daily." But he was not embittered – not daunted. He was full of courage and of deep and quiet 
peace which often leaped up into exultant joy. He gloried in his tribulations.  
 
I would ask him: "Paul, Paul, how did you endure it all? What, oh, what is your secret? Tell me."  
And he would reply, "I am 'less than the least of all saints.' I am not worthy to be called an apostle. 
I was a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious, but I obtained mercy .... The grace of our 
Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love.' I am the chief of sinners. But 'for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all long suffering, for a pattern to 
them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.'  
 
"Christ died for me, and now the love of Christ constrains me, and I rejoice in my sufferings, and 
'fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ,' for the sake of His Church, my brethren.  
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"My whole secret is this: 'I am crucified with Christ.'"  
 
Eph. 3:8; 1 Tim. 1:13-14, 16; Col. 1:24 


