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Kept in the Midst of Evil  
 
I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil. – John 17:15 
 
He prays for His disciples whom the Father had given Him, prays that they may be kept from the 
evil that is in the world. While He was with them in the world, He had kept them. "The Lord God 
is a sun and a shield." He had been their Sun. He had lightened their way, and they had walked 
in His light and had not stumbled out of the way. He was their Shield. He had defended them 
against wily men and yet more wily devils. No enemy had been able to pluck out of His hand any 
save Judas, who sold himself to the evil one for a handful of silver.  
 
But now He was leaving them, and they would be exposed to the wiles of the evil one, who 
would subtly approach them as an "angel of light" or rush upon and assail them "as a roaring 
lion." He would make battle against them like ancient archers with fiery darts of accusation, of 
doubts and fears and perplexities.  
 
And they would be beset by the relentless hostility of the world. The bigotry and hate of the 
Jews, the proud scorn and fierce persecutions of cruel and idolatrous nations, would be poured 
out upon them. They were as sheep in the midst of wolves. Great and constant would be their 
danger, measureless would be their need; therefore He prays, "Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are."  
 
He does not pray that they may be caught up out of the world and away from the evil, but that 
in the midst of it they may be kept through His name. "The name of the God of Jacob defend 
thee," prayed the Psalmist. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe," said Solomon. 

O Thou God of all, 
Hear us when we call, 
Help us one and all 

By Thy grace! 

– WILLIAM FISK SHERWIN 

Ps. 84:11; 2 Cor. 11:14; 1 Pet. 5:8; John 17:11; Ps. 20:1; Prov. 18:10 


