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Sanctified Unity  
 
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
that they all may be one. – John 17:20-21 
 
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them." Set them apart, consecrate them to thyself and to Thy service. 
Seal them and make them holy. Not only "keep them from the evil" that is in the world, but save 
them from the evil and corruption that is in their own hearts. Make them clean. Refine them as 
with fire. Purify them until no spot of sin remains upon them, until they are "all glorious within." 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." Let Thy truth search them till they are wholly 
conformed to Thy nature and Thy will, until their lives match Thy truth, and in them the truth lives 
incarnate, walks among men.  
 
Not for these alone, however, did He pray, but for all who should through their word believe on 
Him. His thought was girdling the globe and embracing the ages. Wherever and whenever a 
penitent, trembling soul believes on Him through their word, that soul comes within the desire 
and purpose of this prayer.  
 
He wanted them all to be one, bound up in one bundle of life – one as He and the Father are 
one, that they might be the habitation of God upon earth, and that the world, seeing this, might 
believe on Him.  
 
Faith in Him depended on the brotherly love and unity of His disciples. So it did, and so it does 
to this day. When there is unity, there is faith. Where there is division, there is doubt. Thousands 
believed, and a multitude of priests were obedient to the faith after Pentecost, when the disciples 
were filled with the Holy Ghost and were of one mind and heart.  
 
But when this unity of faith and love was lost, the Dark Ages followed. Darkness and unbelief 
always follow loss of love and unity.  
 
John 17:15-17; Ps. 45:13 


