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Strength for Bonds and Afflictions  
 
And now, behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. – Acts 20:22-23 
 
What a message! But it did not dampen Paul's ardor. His Lord who had died for his sins was 
marking out his way and going on before, and he followed on without a whimper of self-pity or 
complaint, or a moment's hesitation.  
 
He was very eager to go to Rome and preach the gospel there in the very center of the world's 
pride and pomp and power; but in Jerusalem he was arrested and held in prison without trial for 
two years while enemies plotted against him. All his plans and hopes seemed finally and 
hopelessly blasted. But one night as he lay in prison, "The Lord stood by him, and said, Be of 
good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also 
at Rome."  
 
And soon he was on his way to Rome with all passage money paid by the government, for he 
went as a prisoner and in chains. But to Rome he was going, and before Caesar he was to bear 
testimony to his Lord, and plant saints in Caesar's household. Paul was not only "bound in the 
bundle of life with the Lord his God"; he was bound in the common bundle of life with all his 
fellowmen. He was not immune from any woe, any disaster, any sorrow and sore amazement that 
might befall them.  
 
He was not the pet of Providence. His Lord did not shield him from hard blows, but He succored 
him and strengthened him to bear them, not only with patience, but with joyfulness. It is better 
to be strengthened to bear the burden than to be spared the burden. It is better to be succored 
in the fight than to be shielded from the fight.  
 
Acts 23:11 


