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The Abiding Glory  
 
The glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one.  
– John 17:22 
 
The religion of Jesus is social. It is inclusive, not exclusive. We can have the glory only as we are 
united. We must he one in spirit with our brethren. Let division come, and the glory departs. Let 
the unity of brotherly love continue, and the glory abides.  
 
O my comrades, let us beware of the leakage of love, of the loss of the spirit of unity, of the 
subtlety and snare and death of the spirit, of distrust, and division!  
 
"I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." In this world the disciples 
of Jesus are the home of God, and that home is to be filled with sweet accord, not discord. He 
wants us to be "perfect in one," so that the world – the poor, proud, foolish, wicked world – shall 
not only believe, but know that Jesus was the sent of the Father, and that the love of the Father 
is outpoured upon His disciples as it was upon himself.  
 
What responsibility this places upon us to foster the unity of the Spirit and to beware of the pride 
and jealousy and envy and suspicion and unholy spirit of lordship that leads to division. Let us 
be content to wash each other's feet and be ambitious only to be servants of all. 
 

One with my Lord! 'tis glorious to know 
The barriers are broken and gone; 

Wherever He leadeth there gladly I'll go, 
For Jesus and I are at one. 

 
– HERBERT H. BOOTH, alt. 
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