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The Divine Intercessor  
 
I pray for them…which thou has given me; for they are thine. – John 17:9  
 
It was the zero hour of the moral world, of the spiritual universe - the zero hour in the great battle 
for the souls of men. It was the hour when our Kinsman-Redeemer was to "go over the top," go 
over alone, "for of the people there was none with me [Him]" – go over and die, die for us, die 
that we might live and never die.  
 
It was the hour of His utter humiliation when all His glory was stripped from Him and laid aside. 
He who knew no sin was being made sin for us, and "numbered with the transgressors," 
"wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities," chastened for our peace, and 
stricken that we might be healed.  
 
Step by step He descended from infinite heights of glory and honor and power to infinite depths 
of weakness and reproach and shame. He, the infinitely pure and innocent One, came and united 
himself with us as a man and stood in our place, and took upon himself our guilt, our sin, our 
shame, our curse.  
 
"He was made a curse for us."  
 
"He hath made him to be sin for us.” 
 
He emptied himself of His divine, eternal majesty and "took upon himself the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." This was the hour to which He 
had looked, to which He had at last come, and for the agony, the loneliness, the shame of which 
He was now, and had been from the beginning, girding himself.  
 
But before the dread and awful stroke of this hour fell upon Him, His thoughts turned to His poor, 
ignorant, weak, imperfect disciples. With a love that knew no bounds, He forgot self, forgot the 
shame and agony soon to be poured out upon Him without stint like an ocean flood. He even 
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forgot, or for a time ignored, the glory so soon to follow on His return to the bosom of the Father 
and the bliss of heaven. There He remembered them and prayed for them.  
 
Isa. 63:3; 53:12, 5; Gal. 3:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 2:7-8 


