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The Inner Circle  

 

After that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 

our inheritance. – Eph. 1:13-14 

 

The baptism of the Holy Ghost is not given to any and everybody. Jesus spoke of Him as One 

"whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him." Jesus did not 

say, "may not receive," but "cannot receive." He is given only to those who see and know. If a 

man has closed his eyes to light, if he has turned his heart from true knowledge, he cannot 

receive.  

 

And yet such people are responsible for their deprivation, because their blindness is due to their 

own action. Such people could not receive the Holy Ghost because they prepared not their 

hearts to receive Him. They turned away from the Saviour and the truth which alone could fit 

them to receive Him.  

 

The Holy Ghost is given only to those who, accepting Christ and following Him, are prepared to 

receive. The Pentecostal baptism is for an inner circle. It is a family affair. It is for the children 

who have become sons and daughters of God through penitent, obedient faith. It is part of their 

heritage. It is the portion of that immeasurable inheritance in Christ which is bestowed upon 

them while upon earth.  

 

What the measure of that full inheritance will be in the heavenly world no tongue can tell, no 

heart can conceive. Pentecost is the foretaste. It is that which, received and properly, wisely, 

diligently used, will fit us for the final and full reward, but which, rejected or neglected, will leave 

us eternal paupers among those who weep and gnash their teeth in outer darkness. John 14:17 


