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The Pursuit of Truth  
 
If thou criest after knowledge, and Iiftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, 
and find the knowledge of God. – Prov. 2:3-5 
 
The truth that saves the soul is not picked up as we would pick up the pebbles along the beach, 
but it is obtained rather as gold and silver, after diligent search and much digging. The man who 
gets the truth will have to use his wits, will need much prayer, and self-examination, and self-
denial. He must listen diligently in his own soul for God's voice. He must watch lest he fall into 
sin and forgetfulness, and he must meditate in the truth of God day and night.  
 
Getting saved is not like taking a holiday outing. The men and women who are full of the truth – 
who are walking embodiments of the truth – have not become so without effort. They have 
digged for truth; they have loved it; they have longed for it more than for their necessary food; 
they have sacrificed all for it.  
 
When they have fallen, they have risen again; and when defeated, they have not yielded to 
discouragement; but with more care and watchfulness, and greater earnestness, they have 
renewed their efforts for it. They have counted not their lives dear unto themselves that they 
might know the truth. Wealth, ease, a name among men, reputation, pleasure, everything the 
world holds, has been counted as dung and dross in their pursuit of truth. And just at that point 
where truth took precedence over all creation, they found it – truth that saves the soul, that 
satisfies the heart, that answers the questions of life, and brings fellowship with God, joy 
unutterable, and perfect peace. 


