Chapter I
The Making of Men. — I.

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him. — Genesis i. 26, 27.
The Bible opens with a creation. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”, are
the sublime words of its very first sentence. But, alas! immediately follows the sad announcement
that this creation has in some way — we are not told how — been marred. The earth, says the
next verse, was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And then
follows the story of the restoration of that ruined world; and we learn how God made it anew,
pronounced it good, and finally created man to be its ruler.
2. No sooner is this great work accomplished, than a second disaster overtakes it. Scarcely has
Adam left the hands of his Maker, when he falls, forfeits his high destiny, and spoils the greatest
of all that Maker's works. Again, it might be said that, though created in the light of innocence
and truth and Divine beauty, all was without form, and void, all was confusion and darkness. This
second story might almost be written thus: —
In the beginning God created man in His own image. But by disobedience he fell, and his life
was without God and void; and darkness was upon the face of his soul.
3. And now began the third and the most wonderful of all the works of God — another creation.
Not this time in the heaven or the earth of the outer or material world, but in the fallen nature of
man.
Sometimes I think that this poor world will some day be put right; so that everything in it, whether
animate or inanimate, with life or without it, shall be restored to the purity and perfection of that
first Sabbath morning long ago, when God rested from all His work that He had made, and
blessed it.
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But whether that will be so or not, as to created things in general, there can be no doubt as to
God's efforts to bring about the restoration of man, and to effect that restoration in ways and by
methods that are very much like those which He employed in the former creation. This is that of
which Paul speaks when he says, ‘God, who commanded the light to shine out of the darkness,
hath shined into our hearts'; and, 'if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature’ — or new creation:
'old things have passed away; behold all things have become New.' The Apostle evidently means
that as God began to work on that darkened earth after its first ruin, and brought in life and light
and beauty, so He will work in the fallen soul of man, bringing back there light and life and
beauty, until the image of God is restored again, and the New Man stands forth created afresh
in righteousness, like unto the Second Adam.
4. This, then, is the work of God — the making of men. As it was in the beginning, so it still
remains, the great central fact of creation. The unmeasured greatness, the marvellous beauty,
the abundant plenty, the continuing life of this mighty universe, do not satisfy Him without man.
It was all the work of His hands. He blessed it all, and pronounced it good. It has not ceased to
praise Him since the hour when the morning stars broke the silence of the ages, and sang
together in adoration, and it will praise Him to the end. But without man all is only a vanishing
cloud before Him. He longs for the love of men; He waits for their praise; He takes a supreme
interest in them, and is still in the same purpose as when He spoke before the onlooking hosts
of celestial beings, saying: 'Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.'
And if God so regards men, how shall we set a true value upon them? Ah! is it not possible to
be satisfied—are not some of us in danger of being satisfied with our world, its goings and
comings, its workings and plannings, its news and its meetings, its joy and sorrows, its ambitions
and desires and struggles, forgetting that without men restored to the image of God it is all a
failure? An Army, a Corps, a Division, an Officer, a Campaign which does not make men, which
does not restore them to the likeness, and add them to the Kingdom of Christ, may do many
other wonderful things, but it is not working the great work of God.
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5. And the new creation has in it very much that is like the former one. Let me put before you
one or two of its lessons as they appear to me to bear upon the work of an Officer of the Salvation
Army.
(i.) And first, just as God was the great Worker in the former creation — without Him was not
anything made that was made — so He is the great Worker in this later one. It is God Who saves.
Nothing is so fatal to love, especially to love for the worst; nothing is so ruinous to faith, especially
faith for ourselves, as the introduction of any question or quibble as to this great truth. If by some
mysterious means we could, unseen, have looked in upon the newly-created world, and gazed
with wonder at the exquisite beauty and purity and harmony of Eden, and if we had then been
told that all was incomplete without man, and that he was still to be made, we can easily believe
that we should have met any proposal for making so wonderful a being with the single word,
Without God ye can do nothing. And this is the true word for to-day. Disorder, rebellion,
corruption, uncleanness, hatred — these are the chaotic elements into which man has been
reduced by sin. These, therefore, are the materials out of which or in spite of which we must
reconstruct him, out of which he must be made over again. And without God we can do nothing.
Let there be no uncertainty here. Whatever other people may think about education and
civilisation, and like human efforts, let there be no shadow of doubt in any Salvation Army
Officer's mind as to the uttermost uselessness and hopelessness of any and every other remedy
or palliative for fallen man but GOD.
You doubt it? No wonder, then, that sometimes you question whether this or that man can be
saved. Your doubt, my comrade, is really not about poor bankrupt sinners: it is a doubt of the
love and strength and grace of Almighty God.
Have we, then, no part to play? Yes! a thousand times, yes! We are, He expressly says, 'workers
together with Him.’ We are to have a share in the toil and struggle, and therefore a share in the
glory and rewards of making men.
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This is true for others. Ours it is to gather up the ruins of blasted lives, and broken hearts, and
disordered characters, and bring them to Him. Ours it is to warn, and persuade, and entreat the
shipwrecked souls around us that they may be willing to return to God, and that they may be
made anew.
And if we are to work together with Him for others, how much more for the renewing of ourselves.
Without Him we can do nothing; and without us—I say it in reverent love - He too can do nothing.
He must work in us according to His Divine power; but we must also work out our own salvation.
It is ours to ask; it is His to give. It is ours to bear; it is His to bless. It is ours to deny; it is His to
bestow. It is ours to humble; and, blessed be God, it is His to exalt. It is ours to believe; it is His
to save. It is ours to suffer, while it is His to reward. Are you, my comrade, thus working with Him
till the new creation is complete in you?
(ii.) And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground.
Dust! If one had searched the whole sphere of existence, could there have been found anything
more unlikely, more unpromising, out of which to produce so noble a result? Science, so called,
has never ceased to protest against such an ignominious fact, preferring in its blindness to trace
man's descent from any and every other imaginable thing than from a piece of clay — a handful
of dirt! But that the Lord God might be glorified, that He might show forth His power, that none
might share the honour with Him, He took dust, and made man.
Ah! what a lesson is written here for me, and for you, my comrades. It is still from amongst the
degraded dust - from the ashes of wasted lives, from the perished souls which have lost their
savour, and that seem good for nothing but to be trodden under foot of men — from the
drunkards and the Magdalens, from the liars and the idolaters and the unclean - yes, indeed,
from the dust — that we are called to gather in the material that He will change into ‘a new
creation.’
From the dust! Well, then, are you doing this? Are you content to do it? Are you, like your Lord,
'condescending to men of low estate’? Are you seeking amongst the worst for the material out
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of which is to come the new man in Christ Jesus? Are you seeking for the dust to which God will
again speak those wonderful words: Let us make man in our image? If not, you cannot be a true
co-worker with Him — you cannot be a true Salvationist.
(iii.) But here we have not only a reference to the Maker, and to the material out of which His
works are wrought, but — and, perhaps, this is the most important thought in this passage —
here is also a description of the pattern. ‘Let us,' He says, 'make man in our image, after our
likeness.'
Here are many lessons — the forethought of God; His consideration and selection of the design
by which to guide Himself; the unwavering declaration of His purpose; the evidence of
confidence in His own power to complete the work, the ability to accomplish which may not even
be questioned. Suggestions of these and other gracious lessons may be discovered in these
words by those whose eyes have been opened. But it is the pattern I am thinking of just now.
For this is the complete view of God's great work; it is the making of men, in His own image —
the restoration of the dismantled temple, and that to the likeness of its Maker. What does it all
mean? I cannot tell! I can only see dimly some of the beginnings of His purposes.
To be in the likeness of God, must mean to have the everlasting approval of God. You cannot
even think of God as though He did not approve Himself. His acts are good, He doeth all things
well; all His ways are right—as for God, His ways are perfect. From everlasting to everlasting He
has the unwavering approval of His own nature, and to be restored to His image means that,
sooner or later, by His grace, men shall be restored also to His favour, to His entire approval,
without which there is neither real happiness nor true progress nor moral power.
You do not need me to point out the alternative to the everlasting approval of God. It is His
everlasting disapproval; the eternal darkness of those who will not come unto Him, that they
might be renewed by the Holy Ghost.
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To restore them to the image of God means also to bring men to will what He wills. Thus restored
they will do His will on earth as it is done in heaven. Then, instead of separation and contention
between men and God, there will be submission and harmony and union.
And to be renewed again in His likeness means to be made perfect in love-to love supremely
what He loves, and to hate supremely what He hates. That is the law of love, and the law of
heaven; just as to hate what He loves and to love what He hates is the law of self, and the rule
of hell.
Now is this the pattern by which, and towards which, you are working in the souls of men? Or
are you working to some other design, and building upon some other foundation? Are you trying
to make men happy without making them good; or trying to make them good soldiers without
first making them true to God; or trying to make them love Him supremely, without their first
giving up this present world?
Oh! remember the pattern! The true, the enduring, the well-rewarded work must be after the
pattern. The rest, in the day when every man's work is to be tried, will burn like wood, and hay,
and stubble. It will be your work in the moulding and fashioning of human character into His
likeness that alone will endure.
Do you say that this is hard work? I know it is! All lasting work is difficult. Indeed, I know of no
other way by which to accomplish what will endure but the way of toil and conflict. The making
of railways, or telegraphs, or engines, or ships of war, difficult as it is, is a trifling task — nay, the
making of a world is a comparatively small matter — when compared with the making of man.
But, then, they will all wax old like a garment, and vanish away like a cloud, while men must
endure for ever.
Do not be discouraged, then, even though you see few thus restored. Consider what mighty
consequences have flowed from the making of that one man and woman in the Garden of Eden.
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Do we regard that as any less a great work, because they were only two? When you are in a small
Corps, when your opportunities seem to be limited, when the rewards of your labours are few
and far between, and you are tempted to repine as you reflect that the results expressed in the
figures are so small, be of good cheer, if only the work you do accomplish in the souls of men is
done by the Divine Power, and according to the Divine Pattern.
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