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Chapter XI 
 

The Rest of God.  
 
The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And . . . God ... rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made; and God blessed 
the seventh day, and sanctified it. — Genesis ii. 1, 2, 3.  
 
The work of God in the making and beautifying of the world has much in it which foreshadows 
His work in the saving and perfecting of the soul. Let us read the first five verses of the first 
chapter of Genesis, and think about them for a moment. In the beginning — that is, before the 
commencement of the work named in the following verses — the earth was without form, and 
void. It was entirely without order, and without power in itself, ‘and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep.' What a picture of the soul unsaved is this! For there, also, in the soul-world, is 
disorder; there, also, is neither power or will to do right; there, also, is darkness upon the deep 
within. 
 
And then we read that the Spirit of God moved upon all this confusion, and there was a change. 
That was the beginning of light and life for the world. The working of that same Spirit was also 
the beginning of light and life and love for us. 
 
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. He still says the same thing amid the gross 
darkness of sinful hearts, with the same blessed results. Ah! when you are tempted to despair 
about the salvation of some poor wreck of a soul that is lost in the ruin and darkness of its 
weakness and its sin, call to mind the lovely and bounteous earth, and the wondrous sun and 
sky, which God called by a word out of that disorderly void. And God saw the light, that it was 
good. He judged His own work, and rejoiced in it. Even God finds it good to do good. And then 
followed the sunshine and life, and moving things and flowers, and fruit and birds, and all that 
was needed in order to constitute a beautiful and useful world. And at last man was made to rule 
it all; 'and God rested on the seventh day,' and that week of wonders was ended. 
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Everything He did in the course of this wonderful process has a lesson for us: every day's labour 
in the workshop of this outer world, the world that is one day to perish, foreshadows some of the 
work which He wants to do in us, in the inner world of character, that will never perish. It all 
reveals work that He will go on doing for us until, as Adam was formed to rule in the Garden, so 
the second Adam, our Lord Jesus Himself, shall be formed again in us to dwell in our hearts and 
lives, the ruler there of every faculty. These lessons are all worthy of our attention, though today 
I can only refer to one — the Sabbath of Rest. 
 
And ... God . . . rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made; and God blessed 
the seventh day, and sanctified it. 
 
1. It was the rest of God. He can find it in but few of the hearts who know Him. He calls many, 
but few are chosen; He visits many, but few desire to have Him as an abiding guest; He works in 
many hearts, but few are prepared in purity and separateness to become His dwelling, His home, 
His resting-place. Are you one of those? Is your heart a temple, set apart and separated from 
unclean things, and from the world and the love of the world, and really made fit for the 
occupation of your Saviour, so that He is able to fulfil His great promise, 'I will dwell in you, and 
walk in you'? 
 

To come with grace and love,  
And never hence remove. 

 
Blessed be His Holy Name, that is the Sabbath of a full salvation. 
 
2. But this rest was only entered after the work — that is, the will-of God was done. His whole 
purpose had been completed. Everything was then according to His will. The disorder and the 
darkness were both gone. The earth and the sky, the day and the night, the light, the life, the 
order, the beauty and the control, all was as He wished; and He saw all that He had made, and 
He said that “it was good.” And then the rest began. 
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That is the only way to obtain rest in your world. His will must be done in you, as it was done in 
the earth in those first days of that new spring time. Your life must be in Him, and His in you. 
Your law must be His wish; your body with all its powers must be His, and in His hands, as really 
as was that sweet garden earth in Eden; your love must be kept pure and undefiled by the 
presence of His; your will must be linked to His for better or for worse, for joy or sorrow, just as 
Adam's was on that the earth's first Sunday morning. There must be no opposition to Him, no 
differences with Him, no holding back from Him. The will of God must be gladly and fully done. 
And then the inward rest of God, the Sabbath of the soul, will begin for you. 
 
There cannot be rest if two wills are contending — if you are pulling one way, and God is calling 
another; nor can there be rest if you are seeking to work out your own plans while God is working 
out His. That will but bring back the old confusion and the old darkness, as at the beginning, and 
you will go back to the sinning and repenting as at the first. The real rest is in His, not in our will; 
in His, and never in our plan. When we are really abandoned to do and suffer all His will we shall 
take pleasure in Him, and He will find pleasure in us. 
 
3. But the law of that Sabbath was the law of life and service — of action, not of idleness. There 
was indeed rest, but there was no standing still. The inner life of the new world which had just 
been called into being went forward. The sun, the stars, the wind, the sea, the dew, the herbs, 
the trees, the moving creatures, the man — yea, even God Himself - each fulfilled their life, hour 
by hour. Nothing stopped growing, nothing stopped yielding of its fruits. There was the rest of 
a perfect harmony, but there was no stagnation. 
 
So with us: the rest of full salvation — of the indwelling God — does not imply that we shall grow 
no more, or know no more. No, no; prayer, and faith, and the Bible are just as necessary and just 
as precious, and communion with God is just as beautiful and helpful, the lessons of His 
providence are just as fruitful, while dependence upon Him for strength and life and guidance 
are just as real as ever. 
 

Rest is not quitting the busy career;  
Rest is the fitting of self to its sphere. 



 

Bible Battle-Axes — Chapter Eleven 4 

 
It is rest, but it is still growth; it is rest, but it is still advance. Are you proving it to be so, my Dear 
Comrade ? You may. This is the ‘New Creation.' 
 
It was after that Sabbath day, too, that God brought the animals to Adam to be named. He 
Himself had previously named the dry land and ocean and the great lights; but now that Adam 
is to rule, it is he who is to call the living creatures by their names. And so it is only after we have 
been enabled to receive God as the indwelling Ruler, and after we have found rest in Him, that 
we are at last able to know things as they really are; and then particularly the material things 
around us, and the animal part of our own world will appear in the true light and take its right 
place. Then we are able to call things by their right names, and to give them their right uses, and 
to keep them in their proper places. Especially is this promised for us who are Officers, and 
therefore called upon to govern others. Only when we have really come to know ourselves, and 
have really and wisely mastered our own world, learned to rule our own spirit, to bridle our own 
tongue, and keep under our own body, are we fully fitted to take the rule of other lives. 
 
4. And this rest seems to have followed immediately after God gave Eve to Adam. By His power 
He first made her, and then gave her to him as a token of love. And as the man was the expression 
of wisdom and strength, so the woman represented purity and love. Thus Eve came, and 
crowned all Adam's possessions with the happiness of love. 
 
It seems that God saw that all His wonderful world would have been incomplete without love. 
Even Eden itself with all its beauty could not be perfect without it. And as with God's work for 
man, so it is with our work for God. No matter how clever we are, no matter how well we arrange 
and rule the people, and push the meetings, and raise the money, and keep up the advance, it 
will all be incomplete without love-unfinished and unfruitful without the presence of that God-
made gift — 'the greatest thing in the world, as it has been called. But love will make glad all 
the rest. How are you to get it? From God. As it was in the beginning, so it is now and ever shall 
be love is the gift of God. It is His great gift — it is, above all things, His great gift to the Salvation 
Army Officer. Oh, seek it — you shall not seek in vain! 
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The rest of a sanctified heart is really the rest of love. Love becomes the rule of our lives, whether 
we live or die, work or rest, suffer or rejoice. In injury and misunderstanding, when suffering from 
slander or weakness, as well as in victory and prosperity, and even in the common things of daily 
life and toil — often so meaningless without this — love fills, surrounds, crowns us, and flows out 
of a heart in which God abides and rules; and God is Love. Oh, is it so with you? 
 
In the burden and worry, amid the humble duties, and especially in the little things that try your 
patience and harass you, and seem so useless a part of your discipline, is love the answer of your 
heart? Have you proved in your conflicts, both for yourself and for others, that 
 

Love shall be the conqueror 
To bring the glory in.  

 
It was that it might be so that He created us at first. Love is the goal to which He desires to bring 
the whole creation. He made us in His own image; we are the work of His hands; His will for us 
is the rest of His presence; the rest of His will done in us and by us; the rest of always going 
forward and never going backward; the rest of victory, the rest of love. 
 
[This paper was, in the main, suggested by reading Augustine's thoughts upon the same subject.] 
 


