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Chapter III 
 

Temptation I. — Come Down. 
 
Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he 
had fasted forty days and forty rights, he was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came 
to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he 
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him up into the Holy City, and setteth 
him on a pinnacle of the Temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is 
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then 
saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. — Matthew iv. 1-10. 
 
 
DAVID says that we are born in sin, and Job that we are born to trouble; they might both have 
written that we are born to Temptation. It is, and has from the beginning been, the common, the 
universal lot of man. Some one has pointed out that the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden 
stood in the midst of the garden - stood, that is, where all the paths would meet, and where 
Adam and Eve must pass that tree continually in the discharge of their daily duty. And so it is 
even to this day. We are not now in the Garden, but temptation still appears in our very midst. 
It assails us where the roads meet in our lives, at the points we must so often pass, along the line 
of the duties that we cannot avoid. 
 
And we may not complain. Without temptation we cannot know the triumph of the soul. It is the 
oft-recurring night which makes the returning day so sweet and so welcome. It is the hour of 
dangerous conflict which in due time gives the glory to the victor's honours. It is out of the hottest 
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fire there comes the purest metal. This is that of which the Apostle speaks with the instinct of the 
highest wisdom, when he bids us 'count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.' Thus it 
appears that the devil himself, a roaring lion raging for his prey though he be, may actually prove 
to us a friend in disguise, if by his onslaughts we only learn to watch and to withstand. Our great 
antagonist becomes our great helper. 
 
It is not, however, of temptation in general that I propose to write at this moment. I know that, 
as Officers, we have all to face the ordinary trials of those who love God; but it is not of these so 
much as of the special temptations which belong to our positions as leaders in the Kingdom of 
Christ that I desire, my comrades, to offer some thoughts for your consideration. 
 
Naturally, it is to the experience and example of our Great Forerunner in the service of men that 
we turn first for light. He was tempted. What were the circumstances? What was the nature of 
His temptations? Did they resemble our own, and in what respect? How did He meet them? 
What was the result? Can ours be met in the same way, and will they yield to us the same fruit if 
we are faithful? The wonderful passage from Matthew's Gospel which I have quoted at the head 
of this paper will help us, I think, to answer some, if not all, of these questions. This remarkable 
experience in the life of our Master has been left on record expressly to teach us who are 
struggling to follow Him in labours for the salvation of the world how to meet and how to 
vanquish the foe — His foe as well as ours. 
 
And, first of all, may we not find some important lessons even in the circumstances surrounding 
this great conflict? for, surely, nothing here is without significance. 
 
1. Our Lord was alone in the wilderness. Satan is a cowardly enemy. He chooses for his 
onslaughts our hours of loneliness and of separation from the happy association of all that is 
likely to support and aid us in the conflict. It was so with our dear Master, and, as the servant is 
not above his Lord, it is often so with us. 
 
2. It was a time of physical weakness. Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty nights, and He 
was an hungred. We are not told more than this; but in this one fact can we not see the advantage 
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that the devil secured? And has it not been often our strange experience also that in the time of 
physical depression, of weariness, of sickness, our enemy has assaulted us with suggestions 
which would have been powerless had we been well and strong? This also, then, our Master 
understands. Even in this He is touched with the feeling of our infirmity, for He was tempted in 
like manner and amid the like circumstances. 
 
3. This fiery trial came upon our Saviour immediately after a remarkable manifestation of the 
Divine favour. Just before going into the wilderness to be tempted, the heavens had been 
opened, and those around Him saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
Him; “and lo! a voice from heaven, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'” 
 
And if the Father's love appointed so sharp a contrast to the Son Himself, you need not, then, 
be surprised or cast down if your fiery trials assail you after similar revelations. Rather expect that 
it be so. The moments of our highest exaltation are often followed by those of our deepest 
heaviness and humiliation. After a great blessing will often come a great testing. After a 
wonderful deliverance will, perhaps, come the bitterest disappointment, the most cruel blows of 
personal rebuff, bringing with them distressing apprehensions and misgiving. After the open and 
acknowledged bestowal of some precious gift, the devil may be permitted to bring you to the 
most distressing trial of your faith and love. Be neither afraid nor ashamed when such trials befall 
you. This is a lesson writ large in your Lord and Master's experience for your comfort and for your 
strengthening. 
 
4. This conflict with Satan came immediately before the commencement of His redeeming 
ministry. It was, we are told, directly after the temptation that Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 
 
Here, again, is light cast upon our path. It has ever been a common experience of God's leaders 
to have to meet the devil in bitter personal conflicts before they put forth great efforts to rescue 
the souls of men. Is it to be wondered at, then, that so many Officers, both Field and Staff, suffer 
such temptation and darkness between their appointments? Many of them have told me that 
they have had more conflict and buffeting during the time that has elapsed between the receipt 
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of their farewell instructions and the orders for their new appointments, than during all the 
conflicts of such appointments put together. It is the devil. Do not be distressed. Do not fear. 
Do not think that you are alone in these trying experiences. Hold fast to duty, and follow your 
Lord. He passed in triumph that way before you, and you shall go forward and triumph too. And, 
now, let me come to the first assault of the battle itself. 
 
And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. Here was the real attack. It was made with great subtlety. Seizing upon 
the fact of the Saviour's physical hunger, Satan based upon it an appeal to what was human in 
Him, and invited Him to descend from the spiritual to the natural, and to come down from the 
way of Self-Denial to the way of Self-Pleasing. 
 
‘You are weak with fasting,' he would plead. Surely there can be no sin in taking bread. It is 
useless to carry your self-denial to extremes: take the matter into your own hands and make 
these stones into bread. What harm can there be in so doing?' 
 
Now, is not this the great appeal of the devil to many Officers, especially in the early days of 
their Officership? Does he not say to them, 'Don't go too far in the path of neglecting yourself. 
If you do not take care of your own position, or future, no one else will. You have a right to look 
after your own interests, and a duty to choose for yourself when you get the opportunity.’ Or, in 
other words, he invites them to come down from the Cross, and save themselves; to descend 
from the heights of self-denial, to which God called them from the sheepfold or the money 
making, into the valleys of self-gratification. 
 
But let us look a little closer still. 
 
(a) It was quite possible for Jesus to make the stones into bread. He was the Son of God. He was 
able to do as He would with them. 
 
(b) And it would have been quite lawful to Him to have made them into bread, and then to have 
eaten of them. He had both the power and the right, had He so willed; none could have 
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challenged His action, or said Him nay. That was in fact the very force of the temptation. It was 
not that He was asked to attempt some act of rebellion or open wickedness against the Father, 
but merely to give up the self-sacrifice of the hour. There was nothing of sin in the hunger, and 
there would have been nothing of sin in the eating. 
 
(c) Further, it was quite natural that Jesus should desire to eat. He must have been weak from 
hunger after that long-sustained fast in the open wilderness. His dear body in every respect was 
a human body, and the physical desire for food was both reasonable and natural. 
 
Is not this exactly the line along which the enemy still approaches many of the Lord's best and 
bravest soldiers? 
 
The self-pleasings and selfish choosings are so possible. The stones could so easily be made into 
something else! Satan knows it, and he suggests at every turn how it may be done.  
 
And much of the suggested self-gratification looks so lawful. There is one's health to care for. 
There is one's mother or friends or family to think of. ‘There is no actual law,' the enemy says to 
one, against your choosing an easier path. To another he says, ‘Where is the sin in this earthly 
affection?' and to another, ‘Where is the wrong in that personal gain? Others have done just this; 
why may not you?' 
 
‘And, besides,’ in our hours of deepest trial the devil often argues, it is only reasonable and 
natural that you should do this or that. You cannot go on for ever on this high road of self-denial 
and nothingness. It must come to an end some time; let it come to an end now — do as others 
do.' 
 
Yes, it is the old attack. The very same devil adopting under varying disguises the very same 
tactics that he employed with our great Lord and Master. His reply was: — ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.' As if He had said, 
'Ah! it is not bread — it is not the gratification of any desire, no matter how powerful, or how 
lawful, or how reasonable in the eyes of men — it is not My own that I seek; it is not for this, or 
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by this, that I live, but by the call and purposes and promises of My God; My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent Me and to finish His work.' 
 
That was His defence. That must be ours. 
 


