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Chapter IV 
 

Temptation II. — Give it Up. 
 
Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. ... Then the 
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on au pinnacle of the temple, and saith 
unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. — Matthew iv. 1, 5-7.  
 
What an interesting subject Temptation is! Side by side with the Kingdom of Righteousness and 
Light there seems to be ever a kingdom of darkness and evil. The one constantly assails the 
other; and though a man may live entirely in the one, the shafts and shots, the influences and 
attractions of the other, are permitted to reach him. No matter how near the soul may dwell to 
the very Source of Holiness, or how intimate its union with God, it will not escape the fiery darts 
of the wicked one, nor elude the attacks of his malicious hate. If purity could be a preventive, or 
holiness could avert temptation, then assuredly Jesus would not have been the subject of this 
awful visitation; whereas we see here the Son of God Himself assaulted by the basest forms of 
evil. 
 
This is a wonderful and a helpful fact. The experiences of those around us, as also of those who 
have gone on before us, have often proved the means of great blessing in our struggles. Much 
more may there come to us light and grace from this experience. Christ was tempted, tempted 
in all points, tempted like as we are, suffered being tempted, and yet without sin. He conquered 
the devil. God be praised! He vanquished death; but that is sometimes an easy matter compared 
with conquering temptation. Many men who can look death in the face, and never flinch, go 
down, again and again, into the mire of the most degrading sins, because they cannot endure 
when tempted by the devil. But our Lord met the tempter face to face, and triumphed. 
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Before I proceed to consider the second part of the battle, I want you to review this fact for a 
moment. 
 
Our Lord's trial was a real temptation. It was not a mere passing before His mind of words or 
forms or visions of evil. It was a real, hard, cruel conflict, in which He — the man, with the body 
and mind and soul of a man — had to struggle and wrestle, to resist, to fight, in the same way 
that we, His followers, must, if we are to overcome. It was because He was human, with human 
feelings, desires, and weaknesses, that he could be tempted at all; and it was because He was 
thus human that victory could only be had by fighting for it. The servant is as his Lord: you and I 
will also have to fight or we shall fall. 
 
And, then, the temptation of Jesus was a persistent one. The devil left no stone unturned. First 
he assailed our Lord's bodily appetites; and, defeated there, he then approached the affections 
and trust and ambitions of the soul; and when he failed with these then he appealed to the spirit, 
the highest part of man, that by which we commune with God and determine our own lives. It 
will often be the same with us. If one temptation fails, the enemy will try another. Do not be 
surprised at anything! The devil will stick at nothing! 
 
And this temptation came by the devil. Christ did not tempt Himself. It was the devil's insinuation 
and suggestion, the horrible solicitation to do wrong, that made the agony and the conflict. 
Jesus treats the devil as the tempter all the way through. He calls him Satan. It is one of the 
strong advantages that Jesus had in the conflict, that He recognised His enemy. It will be a great 
strength to you, my comrades, to attribute to the devil at once the temptations which assail you. 
When the evil thought comes to you, say to yourself, ‘That is of the devil.' Do not on any account 
listen to the twaddle which would make it appear that evil is nothing but an influence around 
you — a sort of disagreeable gas! It may be an influence, perhaps, but it proceeds direct from 
that old serpent, the devil! When you listen to the suggestions of evil you are really listening to 
him; when you yield to that influence you are yielding to the great destroyer himself. 
 
And do not be deceived into supposing that suggestions such as these which came to Jesus, 
suggestions of self-pleasing and self-seeking, can come from any other source than the devil. In 
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your case they may, perhaps, come through some human agency - a kind, or wise, or very good 
man or woman; but, all the same, they are from the devil, who often employs the noblest men 
to do ignoble deeds. It may be quite true that he generally appears to us as an angel of light; 
and although, therefore, we may not know him by his wings, and may not discern his hoof, we 
shall assuredly discover that it is none other than the great betrayer himself when he invites us, 
in the language of soft and tender care, to come down from the Way of Calvary, to throw aside 
the burden of the Cross, or to forsake the flock of God for the miserable business of taking care 
of our dear and valuable selves! 
 
And now let us come a little closer still, and watch the second great assault. 
 
Then the devil . . . setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
 
1. Cast Thyself down. What is this but an invitation to leave the path of obedience, of devotion 
to duty, and of faithfulness to consecration, and to rely upon God to work such a miracle as will 
prevent the evil consequences of disobedience and presumption? Satan's boldness is even 
greater here than in the appeal to our Lord's bodily necessity. Here he invites Him to abandon 
the great consecration which He had made, and to embark upon a sort of speculation, and see 
if the Father would not still sustain Him as His Son. 
 
The spirit of this temptation so often assails us, that it scarcely needs a word of mine to make it 
plain. 
 
'Cast thyself down,' Satan says to the Officer in all sorts of trials - give up the conflict; resign; 
return your commission — you can still be a child of God; even if you leave The Army you need 
not leave Him — His promise will be sure — ‘cast thyself down.’ There are dark moments for us 
all, when long times of loneliness, when deep disappointment and depression, when wearing 
anxiety and distress, when what looks like the failure and desertion of others, when sickness and 
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affliction, one or another of them, or perhaps all of them put together, have weakened our old 
resolution and interrupted our communion and our prayers. Then it is that the devil comes near 
to us as he came to our dear Lord and Master, and says: ‘You can't possibly go on like this — 
your vows never included all this — cast thyself down.' 
 
What was the answer of Jesus? ‘It is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God’; or as it 
night have been written, ‘thou shalt not provoke the Lord thy God.' This is an illuminating word. 
The defence affords a close insight to the attack. 
 
Now it is evident that nothing so quickly provokes the Lord as the breaking of vows and the 
forgetting of covenants. I think that Officers are sometimes disposed to treat too lightly their 
solemn promises made to God and to The Army; and, alas! alas! I have only too often seen the 
terrible consequences of thus provoking Him. Depend upon it, it is better not to vow at all, than 
to vow and not to pay. You cannot dedicate to God your heart, your strength, your gifts, your 
life, your all, and then go back upon that solemn offering for any reason whatever without 
angering Him. You cannot climb up on to the highway of duty and devotion, and take your stand 
before men by the side of the Crucified, and then cast yourself down under the spell of some 
suffering or disappointment, without running the risk of bringing upon yourself and upon those 
you love the awful judgments of the God you have thus provoked.  
 
Do not misunderstand me. All sin is tempting God, especially the sin of presumption. To go up 
to the edge of the precipice of evil, and look over; to venture to touch the unclean thing, or to 
dabble with the danger in some sort of vague trust or foolish hope that God will somehow 
prevent you going further, or make what is sin into no sin, is at once the highest folly and the 
most grievous wrong. But it seems to me that in Salvation Army Officers it is, if possible, worse 
even than all this can be, to yield to the tempter's word, and to go back on ourselves, on our 
vows in the Articles of War, our pledges written on the Candidates' Form, our sweet and solemn 
consecrations before we entered training, our enlightened covenants with Him when in the 
Training Home, and our deep and holy resolutions since. It would, indeed, be a casting down — 
a spiritual suicide — an awful tempting of the Lord our God. 
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2. And is not the temptation to be at ease in Zion of the same nature? It is less aggressive than 
the other, it looks less formidable, but it is really just as dangerous. ‘Woe,' says the Prophet, ‘to 
those that are at ease in Zion' — that lie upon their couches, and eat the pleasant fruits of others' 
labours, and sing to themselves sweet songs, but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph; 
that is, they rest in their own supposed security, give up their struggle and travail, and do not 
suffer and do not mourn for the spiritual affliction, the moral havoc, which has come upon the 
people. 
 
Ah, my dear comrades, have we not, with aching hearts, watched some of those who began with 
such promise gradually come under the power of this temptation? They have cast themselves 
down. They are perhaps still with us. They seem to prosper. They come in for the good things of 
the land. They are well thought of. They are zealous, they are clever, they are even devoted, in 
a kind of way, to The Army, and talk grandly about its principles and its future, and are loud in 
their loyalty to The General and their chiefs ; but when it comes to the fight they are at ease in 
Zion, and care very little about the sins and backslidings of the people. The coldness, the idleness 
of the saints, the icy neglect of the God-forgetting crowds which cram the miles of houses all 
round them, the woes and wickedness of the wandering sheep of our own flock — that open 
wound of The Salvation Army — have no attraction for them, do not move their hearts, or make 
them shed a tear, or utter a groan; they have no passion for the Cross — they are at ease in Zion. 
 
If this word should come to one such, oh! rise up, this instant, from your couch of ease, of self-
satisfaction, or indulgence; arise, arise, and do not tempt the Lord your God!  
 
Let me remind you here, in passing, that in His reply to Satan, Jesus Christ shows us how to use 
the Bible. ‘It is written,' the devil said, 'He shall give his angels charge concerning thee;' and 
Jesus replied, 'It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt.' He shows by one simple stroke that the 
Bible is to be used to interpret itself; that truth is a whole, and that the taking of individual 
passages apart from the great principles of the whole may be destructive of the truth altogether. 
 
I entreat you, my beloved comrades, read and use your Bible — and the whole of your Bible — 
more and more. 


