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Chapter V 
  

Temptation III. — The Easier Way. 
 
 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the 
devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. — Matthew iv. 8–11. 
 
Like so many other things in our lives, the triumph over temptation depends upon co-operation 
between man and God. 
 
Over and over again the Scriptures insist, in one form or another — by example, by precept, by 
entreaty, by warning — that God and man must both work, and must work together, and must 
work to the end, to finally accomplish man's salvation. ‘Salvation is of the Lord,' says the Prophet. 
‘Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,' says the Apostle. 
 
To rely exclusively upon the work of God is a mistake probably fatal to all real prospect of holiness 
or hope of Heaven. To believe on Christ, and then to rest in that faith alone, without giving heed 
to obedience to the Divine Law, is a hollow imitation of true religion, alike useless to those who 
practise it and dishonouring to the God it pretends to serve. ‘Ye are my friends,’ said Jesus, ‘if 
ye do whatsoever I command you.’ Faith without works is dead; it is, alas, still taught, and still 
practised, and still, I fear, relied upon; but it is still dead! It is difficult to repeat too often, my 
dear comrades, that the continued favour of God depends just as much upon holy living as upon 
fully trusting, upon obedience as upon faith. 
 
‘Wherewith,’ asks the Prophet, ‘shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high 
God?’ Shall it be with gifts, and offerings, and high sacrifices? ‘Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, and fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ And then he answers in words which 
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are among the greatest in the Bible, ‘He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.’ 
‘Hereby,’ says John, ‘we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.’ 
 
And if it is a fatal blunder to leave everything to God, it is an even more terrible mistake for the 
soul to rely wholly upon itself. A man can do very much for himself, and yet without God he can 
do nothing. This is true of coming into the Kingdom of Christ, but it is even more true of obeying 
the laws of that kingdom. Without man’s own whole-hearted effort to do God’s will — nothing; 
and yet also, without God — still nothing. The fact is, that the key to holiness, the secret of 
happiness, the power of victory, are all to be found in the union of God and man. Neither, without 
the other, can effect the high purpose of the one or the true interest of the other. These can only 
be reached by a partnership of both. Salvation depends upon co-operation. ‘I can do all things,’ 
says Paul, ‘through Christ that strengtheneth me.’ 
 
And what is true of our whole life in God is true of the acts and experiences which go to make it 
up. How large a part temptation plays among these experiences, every true son of God knows. 
And if we are to resist temptation, it must be by that same co-operation. It is we who are to 
struggle, and fight, and conquer; and yet it is God Himself who is to fight, and struggle, and 
conquer in us. What disasters have overtaken some of those whom we have known and loved in 
days gone by — yea, and still love — because they did not act upon this old-fashioned truth! 
Either they thought themselves strong, and leaned not on God, and so fell when the trial came; 
or they thought themselves secure in some strange trust that He would arrange for their safety 
though they dabbled with temptation, and so neglected to watch and pray, and take heed to 
their own bodies, and keep their own hearts ; and lo! they found that they had trusted in a lie, 
and the tempter had them in his net. 
 
My comrades, in the hours of our conflict, when we, like our Lord and Master, have to meet alone 
the assaults of the devil, let us confront him with a clear realisation that we have to fight the 
battle out for ourselves, as well as with a holy reliance upon our God to bring us through. 
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The history before us is a striking illustration of this co-operation. If any being could ever hope, 
in his own unaided strength and virtue to resist the enemy of souls, surely this is The One. His 
holy character, His high relationship to the Father, His glorious mission, all mark Him for victory. 
And yet, when the devil attacks Him, He — even He — flies to the promises of God. He falls 
back, so to speak, on the Divine Standards and Commands, meeting the foe with the same sword 
which we must use for similar conflicts. He resisted with all His human powers, but He relied upon 
the aid of the Divine power also. And it was by the combination of the human and the Divine 
that victory was assured. 
 
And, now, let us consider the third, and last, assault of the battle. 
 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
 
Now, I believe that this was a real experience, and that in some way, which we do not at present 
understand, God allowed Satan to reveal to the gaze of Jesus all the kingdoms of time, with their 
power, and wealth, and splendour. Perhaps the Evil One was even permitted to appeal to His 
Divine knowledge of the future, in order to make this temptation more powerful. It seems to me 
evident, also, that Satan, when he offered the gift of those kingdoms and their glory, had the 
power to give them. The Bible speaks of him as the ‘prince of this world,' and he is sometimes 
permitted to bestow on those he chooses this world's authority and glory. 
 
How was it possible for Satan to dare to suggest to Jesus that terrible sin? For it was a terrible 
sin — the deepest wrong of all — that He should fall down and worship the devil! After this, one 
can, indeed, say that the whitest saint may be tempted to the blackest sin!' 
 
‘The kingdoms of this world' — that was the offer. And that was the very same thing that Jesus 
had come from Heaven to suffer and die to win! It was that He might restore the lost kingdoms 
to their rightful King that He, the King's Son, had come at all. What, then, could Satan mean? 
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He meant this. That while the Master's proposed struggle to win the world would be a long, and 
hard, and painful struggle, which would cost an infinity of agony and shame, there was an easier 
way of gaining the end in view. Let the Son of God but bow down and worship, and they should 
all be His — His without the humiliation, the homelessness, the Garden, the Cross, and the Grave. 
 
The substance of this temptation is still with us. Not alone in the great demands and sacrifices 
of our lives, but in the duties and opportunities of every day, the devil is ever ready to suggest 
that we also should seek the Easier Way. It is especially a leader's temptation. We often find it 
so difficult to be really thorough! There are so many circumstances in favour of compromise! 
When we have to rebuke sin, to put crooked things straight, to risk much that we have won, to 
suffer for others, or to face discouragement and seeming defeat, Satan still suggests There is an 
easier way than the way of the Cross — seek it.' 
 
To Army Officers this is an old, old temptation as to their life-work. There are few of them but 
have, at some time, had to meet it in one form or other. To one it comes in the shape of what is 
called 'a good situation' or 'a good home'— as though anything can ever be good without God! 
To another it is masked as some great worldly advantage. To a third, as a husband or wife. To a 
fourth as an opportunity to go into some ‘Christian work.' But whatever form it assumes the 
tempter's meaning is always the same: I offer you an easier life — a short cut to success - a victory 
without the hard-fought field — the crown and the kingdoms without the Cross. 
 
That was the promise. What was the price? 'Fall down and worship me.' What does that mean? 
The Lord's answer to the devil helps us to see clearly what it means. ‘It is written,’ He said, ‘Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.’  
 
That is it. We may not take away the honour or the service that belongs to God and give it to 
another. 
 
In our Lord's case the temptation was a bold demand that He should fall down and worship the 
Prince of Darkness. In ours the proposal is generally softened down, so that it does not look so 
dreadful at the first sight. It is ourselves that he suggests we should serve — ‘Take care of Number 
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One,' he says, 'or nobody else will.' It is the world that he asks us to worship — that is, to put in 
the place of God. ‘Do not be so severe,' he says, ‘and so extreme in your separation; remember 
that it is possible to go too far — you will get on better if you are moderate and reasonable and 
friendly.' The form of the attack may vary according to the temperament and the circumstances 
with which he is dealing, but its spirit and purpose are ever the same. 
 
Oh, let us beware! This temptation to take God's glory and give it to another is still a very real 
trial to some of us. It is so natural to seek our own. It is so easy to go about after the praise of 
our gifts and the honour of our own selves. Let us beware! The people around us even with the 
best intentions are often so ready to become the tools of Satan with their flatteries, and our own 
hearts are such poor weak things! 'Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.' 
 
The Master's reply was, 'Get thee hence, Satan.' It was the expression of His whole soul's 
abhorrence at the enemy's suggestion. 'Away with you!' He says. ‘It is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God. Be the path I have chosen a difficult or an easy one is not My concern — that 
I leave to the Father; I am resolved to carry out His high commands, to reach the goal He has 
appointed by the way He has commanded, and to stand to My consecration to His highest will; 
this is My victory.' 
 
And so the great bribe failed. But how glad I am that He was tempted; how high above all 
principalities and powers His victory has placed Him! What a gleam of the eternal glory falls for 
us upon the words, ‘Behold, angels came and ministered unto him;' and what a light shines 
henceforth in the gracious promise, Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him!' 
 

‘When shall I share, oh Lord, with Thee 
That full and final victory? 

When shall my painful conflicts end? 
Avenge me, Saviour, of the fiend, 
Satan with all his works destroy, 
And seal mine everlasting joy.' 


