Chapter VI
Cain: The Unfaithful Keeper.

And the Lord had respect unto Abel and, to his offering. But unto Cain and to his offering he
had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain,
Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And, unto thee shall be his desire,
and thou shalt rule over him. And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord,
said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not. Am I my brother's keeper?
And he said, What hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the
ground. — Genesis iv. 4-10.
Cain, the eldest son of Adam and Eve, killed his brother Abel, and when the Lord God,
immediately after the horrid deed was done, asked him. Where is thy brother?' Cain boldly
replied to his Maker, “I know not. Am I my brother's keeper?'
1. Cain's answer shows us what was passing in his heart, and it also reveals the fact that God's
simple question had penetrated him to the quick, touching the spot on his conscience at which
he felt that his guilt was greatest. Ah, yes; he knew quite well that he, Cain, was his brother's
keeper! He knew quite well that he had been entrusted with Abel's interest and life — and that
he had been unfaithful, and now, while the crimson blood is staining the ground yonder, and
crying aloud to Heaven for vengeance, he seeks to throw off the responsibility.
Men are still placed over each other as ‘keepers.’ The Staff Officer is placed over the Field Officer;
the Captain over the Lieutenant; the Officer over the Soldier and sinners; the lover over the
beloved; the husband over the wife; the brother over the brother, and the sister over the sister;
the parent over the child; the master over the servant; the friend over the friend. All are entrusted
with the happiness and well-being of each other, and with a large measure of influence upon
one another's final destiny. Every one of us is a God-appointed keeper of some other or others.
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Indeed, there is an important sense in which every human soul has a responsibility for every other
human soul. We cannot escape from the obligation if we would. It is one of the great facts of
human life — I am my brother's keeper.
2. Cain's conscience betrayed him when God spoke to him. In spite of the ready lie that was
upon his lips when he said, 'I know nothing about it,' his conscience asserted itself, and made
him bring forward that other question about being his brother's keeper; for, of course, if he were,
that made the crime a hundred times worse, and increased his guilt and agony so much the
more.
So now, the shame and sorrow and withering remorse which come from leading away from God,
by word, or act, or example, even one of those who were entrusted to our care and love, cannot
be measured or described. I have seen some who have suffered it, and I can never forget their
words. I have known modern Cains who were once Officers of The Salvation Army, but who,
having misled, or deceived, or betrayed the souls of those over whom they were appointed to
be keepers, have suffered Cain's condemnation, and who have come to me in the dark hour of
their keen anguish, like outcasts from God and hope, saying to me, amid their stifled sobs, ‘Chief,
my punishment is greater than I can bear.'
3. Cain's failure to act as a true keeper to Abel arose out of his own sin. The fault was not with
God. The fault was not with Abel. When Cain complained that his offering was not accepted —
that his sacrifice had not proved a success, the Lord said to him in gentle and patient rebuke, If
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.'
But instead of searching his own heart, and uncovering the sin which was lying at the door, and
confessing it with a sacrifice of atonement such as Abel had offered, Cain was 'very wroth' with
the Lord, and then presently he slew Abel.
And it is ever so. The failure and disappointments of human plans; the want of success which was
hoped for; the sacrifice which, notwithstanding all the toil, was not accepted — these are the
occasions which the devil still uses to overthrow the keepers of souls. Many have turned, like
Cain, against their God, or against their leaders, or against The Army, when they were not
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prospering with the offering which they had laboured so hard to bring, forgetting the Lord's
question, 'If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at
the door.' At the root of failure there will generally be found the worm — secret sin, or
unconfessed wrong, or broken promises, or hidden but hateful things.
Yes, but for that heart sin, Cain would never have proved the unfaithful wretch he did That was
the prompting influence that made him angry with God and jealous of Abel, and led him on to
dip his hands in the blood of the one for whose well-being he was directly responsible. Oh, my
dear comrade, let us watch! One sin may quickly become the parent of all sin.
4. It seems also as though there were no halfway house for Cain — that there was nothing
between being Abel's faithful guardian and being his murderer.
And such is really the case with God's keepers to-day. He says quite plainly, ‘If the watchman
see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword
come, and take any person from among them, ... his blood will I require at the watchman's hand'
(Ezekiel xxxiii.). There is no middle course or condition for you or for me: we are either faithful to
those whom God has entrusted to us, or unfaithful; we are either true keepers, or we are Cains!
The blood-guiltiness is all the same, whether the lost ones perish by our wicked and criminal act
or through our wicked silence or criminal carelessness when the danger is at hand.
5. Cain's punishment was not to be death, although God might have justly demanded from him
life for life. Perhaps, however, his doom was nearly as terrible: he was cast out, 'a fugitive and a
vagabond' — that means an exile from the love and care of the old home, and an outcast from
the presence of God; and in return for his toil the earth was to refuse him her fruits.
Ah, what a picture we have here of the unfaithful stewards and backsliders of today! Are they not
fugitives? Are they not wanderers? Do they not toil for bread which satisfieth not, and for water
which will not quench their thirst? Do they not tell us that God has hidden His face from them,
that He speaks with them no more, and that everything seems to be against them; that memories,
like showers of fire, come down on them in their barren solitude; that even reason is shaken in
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her seat, and that to them the earth itself is one vast wilderness? Yes, this is still the punishment
of the unfaithful keeper.
6. But, after all, Cain was spared. God set a mark upon him, which forbade men to slay him as
he had slain Abel. It was a mark of his sin, but it was also a mark of the forbearance and mercy
of God.
And when you meet a Salvationist who has proved untrue to his trust, and recognise him, you
must also spare him — nay, you must love him. His sin is ever before him, so that you can safely
speak to him of mercy and of Calvary. Even in the darkest hour of Cain's despair God heard him,
and had pity on him. And if, instead of mourning the greatness of his punishment, he had cried
aloud about the greatness of his sin, perchance God would even then have forgiven him. I think
so. Anyway, I am sure there is pardon for the unfaithful of today, if you can lead them to forsake
their evil heart of unbelief, and, coming back, cast themselves at Jesu's feet.
But, above all, remember that it is the voice of God in your soul, when conscience compels you
to say, 'I am my brother's keeper.'
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