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Chapter V 
 

THE SECRET OF HIS RULE. 
 
“For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are.” — HEB. iv. 15. 
 
We hail the Christmas season as the anniversary of our King’s birth. Our eyes turn to the manger, 
and our hearts to Mary, for a thousand and one reasons, but the chiefest is that Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem as the Divine Son and the Royal Branch. 
 
Although we know that many shadows darken the way of the Cross, and that it is roughened by 
many thorns and agonies, many dark descents and weary struggles, we have always the 
assurance that at the end, and at the right time, there will be a crown and a throne. 
 
Standing at the manger, and looking over the hills of hatred and suffering, we can already see 
the great white Throne. From the wilderness of the Temptation we can even catch a glimpse of 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. In the darkness around the cross, we have visions of a great 
multitude, which no man can number, casting their crowns at the feet of the Crucified. Written 
large on all the life of Jesus there is, in fact, the witness that He will triumph. We know and feel 
it. It is revealed even when it is not stated. It is assured even when not promised. 
 
But I do not think that it is by virtue of this that Jesus Christ has exerted his greatest influence on 
the hearts of men. To be a king, to be in the royal line, is a great thing; and to be the Divine King 
is infinitely greater. To be a king, however, is one thing; to be a ruler is often quite another. The 
right descent, the royal birth, the due recognition, the ultimate taking possession of the throne, 
are enough to make the king, but far from enough to make the ruler. 
 
Principles, of course, there are, very important and far-reaching, involved in any sort of kingship. 
We have all heard of “the divine right of kings.” We all see — even if we cannot understand it 
— the love of peoples for a king. Even when the heads of states are called by some other name 
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than king, the fact of kingship is still there. All this denotes the working of great principles, having 
their roots in the deepest feelings of the human race. But I repeat, that to rule is quite another 
thing than to be a king. History abounds with examples of great monarchs who have not ruled, 
and of true rulers who have had no royal blood and no kingly throne. 
 
And just as there are facts in human experience which have made kings necessary and possible, 
so are there principles by which alone it is possible to rule.  
 
The kingship and rule of Jesus Christ our Lord was no exception. It is not my purpose to dwell 
here on the great and unchanging demands of the human soul which make His sovereignty a 
necessity of our wellbeing alike as citizens, and disaster. The supreme fact in human life after all 
is, that our God is “the creator, preserver, and governor of all things.” 
 
But what of His rule? There another principle comes into operation. On what is His rule based? 
By what agency does He extend His authority until it becomes control? 
 
And here it must be remembered that he aspires to rule men’s hearts. His kingdom is moral and 
spiritual first, and then physical and material. That is why it will endure for ever. It is in the region 
of motive and affection, of reason and emotion, of preference and choice, that He designs to be 
Ruler. It is reign in men’s hearts that Christ laid aside His heavenly crown and throne. If He cannot 
be a Ruler there, then He will account little of His kingship in the skies. 
 
By what, then, does He rule? Is it not by His compassion? Has not that been the chief influence 
which has drawn men to Him, and held them in His service? 
 
Just think for a moment of one or two commonplace facts. 
 

I. 
The Children. 
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At least three-fourths of the human family are always little children. To what does He owe the 
influence He exercises in the minds and hearts of multitudes of these little ones? His exalted 
throne? His royal lineage? His majesty? No; I think not to these, but to the revelation of His pity, 
His sympathy, His patience, His sweet, forgiving grace, His tender compassion as a Saviour. To 
them He is the “Friend above all others” — the Lowly One, the “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild.” 
Viewing Him thus, they confess to Him in sin, they fly to Him in sorrow.  
 
His creative power, His everlasting habitations, His throne of unapproachable glory, His glorious 
and terrible judgments, are little more to the children than words and phrases — may I not say? 
— at best but the “trappings” of His person. They solemnise, they inspire, perhaps, with reverent 
fear; but they do not, they could not, secure that true ascendency over the nature of the child by 
which alone there can be real control and true rulership. 
 

II. 
The Sorrowful. 

 
Sorrow is the most common of all human experiences. There are no homes without it, and there 
are very few hearts which have not tasted of its cup. Earth is a vale of tears. Sooner or later, all 
men suffer. “Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward,” and to millions of men Christ 
has appeared in their affliction and taken possession of their lives. 
 
What was the secret of His influence over them? Was it His dominion from sea to sea? Was it 
even His victory over death and His kingly conquest of the grave? Was it His sovereign throne of 
power? No, I do not think it was thus He won them; but as “the Man of Sorrows and acquainted 
with grief,” who learned obedience by the things that He suffered, and who could compassionate 
with them in their sorrow also. 
 
It is one of the commonplaces of life that people associated in great suffering and trials obtain 
great influence with each other. And it is so here. Let the human heart once realise that in its 
deepest depths of sorrow it may have for helper One who has been deeper still; and it is in the 
nature of things that it should fly to that One for succour, for sympathy, for strength. And when 
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that One out of His riches gives of His own might, and of His own sweet, unfathomed 
consolations, then His government is assured, His rule is established. 
 

III. 
The Tempted. 

 
Did I say that sorrow was the commonest of all human experiences? Ought I not to have said 
temptation? We all know that reality of temptation: its biting wounds, its power to assail, to 
harass, to irritate, to worry; its appeals to the senses, the animal in us; its assault of our 
confidence; its liberty to terrorise and to torment. 
 
Yes, every man is tempted. How shall he withstand temptation? What is it in Jesus Christ that 
calls the sorely-tempted one to Him? Is it His divine purity, His kingly holiness, his might as the 
supreme Sovereign whose law is good? No; I think that only those who have learned to love Him 
will love His law. Is it not rather the wonderful pity of Him of whom it is written, “We have a great 
High Priest, … touched with the feeling of our infirmities,… in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin”? Touched with the feeling of our infirmities. There is the attraction of a supreme 
compassion for the tempted. There is the means by which the King of Righteousness becomes 
also the ruler over tempted and sinful men. 
 
I can add but one other word now. 
 
If it is only by His continual compassion that our master obtains and maintains His rule, will it not 
be by a similar means that we may hope to bless and influence the souls of men? Yes; that has 
been already the great lesson of The Salvation Army. It is founded on sympathy, on a universal 
compassion. 
 
The moment we turn away from that, and rely merely on our system, or on methods, or our 
teaching, we cease just in that proportion to be true Salvationists. We aspire to rule men’s hearts. 
We care nothing for the position of a church or sect; we care everything for a real control over 
the souls and conduct of living men and women, that we may lead them to God and use them 
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for His glory. It is by tenderness we shall win it. By seeking them in their sorrows and sins; by 
making them feel our true heart-hunger over them, our true love, our entire union with the Christ 
in His compassion for them. 
 
And the same principle will hold good in training those whom we have already won. This was, 
no doubt, the secret of Paul’s great influence with his people. His whole heart was theirs; and 
they knew it. “We were gentle among you,” he says, “even as a nurse cherisheth her children; 
so, being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.” 
 
We know his courage, his lofty standard, his splendid impatience of shams, his tenacity of the 
truth, his contempt for danger, his daring unto death; and yet he can say of himself that, with it 
all, he was gentle among them as a nurse cherishing her children — ready to give up his very 
soul for them. 
 
Ah, Colonel, Captain, Sergeant, leaders all, whatever name you bear, do you want to lead and 
rule the people whom God has given you as a charge? Then here is the true secret of power — 
be for ever pouring out your heart’s deepest, tenderest love for them, and most of all for the 
weak and the most unworthy and sinful amongst them. Do this, and you will not merely be 
walking after Paul — you will be walking with Christ. 
 


