HEROIC ASPECT OF SELF-DENIAL

Sacrifice is the accolade of Christian knighthood. There is a sense in which this same element is
an essential part of all heroism. A hero is one who does not count the cost to himself. He is
superbly blind to his own danger, superbly oblivious to his own loss; he submerges self in the
need of a great cause, and jeopardizes his own life in the urgent peril of another.
This quality, sanctified and intensified by Calvary, has enriched the Church of God with an
unsurpassed, though frequently unexpected, chivalry. For while there are some outstanding
examples of Christian heroism, whose brilliance has won recognition even among those who
cared nothing for the hero's faith, by far the greater number of deeds glorious which have made
the heavenly records shine have never reached the eye or lips of men.
It is interesting to note that Christian heroism varies from all other differences which transmute
human valor into something finer, higher, more divine.
IN THE DEVIL'S OWN ATMOSPHERE
1. Christian heroism is not spasmodic. Emerson said, “The characteristic of genuine heroism is
its persistency. All men have wandering impulses, fits and starts of generosity." Under the spell.
of one of life's great moments it is comparatively easy to rise to heights of self-abnegation,
fearless and intrepid before all that hinders. But it takes courage of a deeper, more enduring sort
to face a daily denial, to live an overcoming life amidst hourly irritations and the onslaught of
never-slackening insidious foes. Yet, this is what the grace of Christ Jesus has inspired and
enabled in tens of thousands of heroic souls. They have lived the saint's life in the devil's own
atmosphere; they have moved among unkindness and suspicion with love in their hearts and on
their lips; they have chosen again and again the stoop, hard climb over against the smoother
way, and, pressing on with smiles, like their Master, they have worn their thorns as a crown,
2. Christian heroism is not the world's idea of wisdom.
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The world's comment upon lives controlled by a consuming passion for the souls of others, which
claims every power of mind and heart and frame in a plentitude of outpouring service the world's
comment upon such souls is, "A life throw away." Once and again it gives the apostolic spirit
and the apostolic act the grudging encomium, Well, they are splendid fools!" But there is nothing
in these lives of sacrifice, poverty and hardness that attracts them to emulation. The wisdom of
the world centers in self, the wisdom that has inspired the heroism and directed the self-denying
efforts of Christian saints and warriors through all ages emanates from God, and has for its object
the betterment of others.
3. Christian heroism is not extraordinary or abnormal. It is natural and characteristic. In other
annals of the brave a single noble deed has ofttimes been the one redeeming moment in an
otherwise wasted career. This has sometimes been in life's last scene, when, because of the great
physical courage with which the evil-doer has met his death, his fellows have condoned the evil
of long years.
But with the Christian how different is the essence and the effect of bravery. Here an heroic deed
is not the surprising presence of a single sound fruit borne by a decadent tree. It is the natural
consequence and rightful harvest of good seed planted to healthy fruition, of conscience heeded
and obeyed, of a life in tune and in touch with the Man of Galilee, who, living and dying, gave
to all time the supreme example of selfless service and heroic sacrifice. And wherever one of His
humblest followers faces a terrible moment with calm, or flings, in utter abandonment, all selfcare or self-consideration away for others' sake, there is no thing phenomenal in the incident. It
is the Christian “running true to form.”
REASON FOR SELF-DENIAL WEEK
The spirit of Christian heroism has been the pioneer of all missionary effort. It has blazed its
shining trail into the very depths of darkest heathendom and carried its vivifying message to the
crumbling splendors of pagan civilizations. Wherever, and in whatever state, men have grouped
together it has gone fearlessly forth upon its Heaven-commissioned office, until now, in the year
of our Lord 1923, the Christian worker all over the world faces a thousand wide-flung doors,
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hears the cry of distress and necessity from countless millions of imploring voices, and alone
finds his service tragically hampered by lack of means.
This is the reason for me Salvation Army's annual Week of self-Denial, when every effort is put
sort for the raising of the funds necessary for the maintenance and extension of our work in nonChristian lands. And, my dear officers, soldiers and friends, this is the reason I call upon you to
put into practice throughout this missionary effort all the splendid Christian heroism, holy
determination and dauntless seal which consecration to the cause of Christ and devotion to the
Flag of The Army can call forth. Your Commander is reckoning upon you for this.

(March 17, 1923)
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