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LOOKING BACKWARD THROUGH 1907 
 
  
Undoubtedly one of the secrets of the Salvation Army’s success has been its capacity to live in 
the present. Only legitimate time is spent in looking into the future, and none whatever is lost in 
retrospect. However, with the passing of another year there comes to all of us a natural inclination 
to review the past, and hence, without calling any halt to our warfare, I invite my American troops 
to glance with me at the twelve months record, and in its light read our standing and progress. 
  
The victories thus revealed should fill every heart with praise to the giver of all good, the strength 
of our every battle and the Captain of our Salvation. A measure of surprise may attend the 
disclosure of achievements, for at the battles front it is often difficult to realize the actual advance 
made. The armies daily widening circle of sympathetic onlookers, viewing our work from a 
somewhat wider range, are continually expressing their congratulations, and in the columns of 
the press, from public platforms and privately on all hands, are be speaking their astonished 
pleasure over the rapidity of our onward march. For such appreciation we thank our kind friends, 
one and all. 
 

THE GENERAL’S TOUR. 
  
Unanimous opinion will accord to the recent visit of our beloved General first place in the most 
important events of the year. It demonstrated as ever before the friendly attitude of the American 
public, and the inspiration and blessing wrought by the General's prophetic presence and 
unctionised message is far beyond all estimate. Altogether too short seemed the six weeks, but 
our leader belongs to the wide world, and we were grateful indeed for what time he had given. 
As it is the results of his visits to the principle centers have multiplied and spread until from 
California to Maine the influence has told and is still telling the largest buildings were packed to 
the doors and breathless attention followed the General’s fascinating narration of the Army's 
history, while the more definitely spiritual meetings were scenes of phenomenal awakening from 
which hundreds of souls have gone to bless to all eternity is clear and beautiful explanation of 
salvation's plan. 
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But great as were the results of the public gatherings, I cannot but feel that the choicest product 
of the General's tour was received by his own people. The officers and soldiers’ councils in 
Boston, Chicago and New York were mighty seasons of Divine Visitation, and their lessons will 
speak through whole lifetimes, while their memory will never be effaced from our souls. The 
General poured out his heart upon his people — his best reserved for them, and they went back 
to their respective posts with a deeper determination that their best should be given to God and 
the flag which their inspired leader had lifted.  
  
The General’s sickness was the one shadow upon his brilliant campaign, yet it made us freshly 
realize how inestimably precious he really is to assault. The whole nation united in sympathy, and 
the combined assistance of several people was required to open and answer the messages 
received while the General was confined to his room in Chicago. 
      

OTHER SPECIAL CAMPAIGNS. 
  
Of my own meetings, those of the western tour stand out prominently, and among these, that 
marvelous gathering in the Greek theater at Berkeley, Cal, especially challenges memory. Never 
shall I forget the sea of faces rising tear on tear, the overlapping of the crowd sitting on the stone 
walls and even climbing in the trees, until nearly 20,000 souls participated in that one service. Of 
my campaign in other cities, both East and West, I have no space to speak. 
  
Commissioner Kilbey has also figured prominently in public engagements. Throughout the year 
he has covered the Western Territory, and his soldier’s councils as much as his demonstrations, 
have left an indelible impression upon his conscience in confidence of the people. 
  
Then there have been the national campaigns, such as the siege, which, while they have not 
been the specific work of one, have engaged the energies of all, and sent up the spiritual 
thermometer both East and West.  
 

CONVERSIONS. 
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The Salvation Army has not departed from its great and original purpose. Who could doubt this, 
knowing of the 65,861 men and women who have made public confession of a change of heart 
at our penitent forms throughout the country? What mathematician could calculate the stains 
washed, wrongs righted, shadows chased, prodigals returned, drunkards reformed and broken 
homes restored, included in these figures?  
 
     OPEN AIR MEETINGS. 
  
Nor would it be just to regard this number, gratifying as it is, as the only result of our spiritual 
efforts, for it is a well-known fact that many who catch the good seed by the wayside of our open 
air meetings go to their chambers to pray and find pardon. There were 176,554 of these street 
meetings conducted during the past 12 months, at which 1,558,538 soldiers assisted by their 
songs and testimonies in proclaiming the “glad tidings of great joy”. The open air was the birth 
place of The Salvation Army, and is still one of the most precious and fruitful battlegrounds.  
 

INDOOR MEETINGS. 
  
For the past year our indoor service has numbered 207,154 at which 10,995,371 persons were 
present. Such a total reveals something of the immense number of citizens brought directly into 
our presence and under our influence. 
 

VISITING. 
  
But it may be argued that there are tens of thousands whom no persuasion will induce to enter 
a place of worship. These unchurched masses are also catered for, it being one of our favorite 
axioms that if the people do not come to us, we will go after the people. To this end, our officers 
visit to the sick, destitute, dying and sinful, and their visits are not of a merely social character, 
but all made with the aim of forcing the claims of Salvation, while alleviating suffering and sorrow. 
In the eastern states alone 301,806 hours were spent by our officers last year in such visitation.  
 

NEW GROUND. 
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“Everywhere” is the motto of one of our favorite songs, and in the United States we are daily 
putting poetry into practice. Twenty-nine new corps have been opened in the Western Territory 
alone, and the end is not yet. 
      

WAR CRY. 
  
Our army literature is as Democratic in its readers as its matter, and the war cry finds its way into 
the lowest dives and humblest hovels as well as into the palatial resorts of the rich. 4,257,106 
copies of this one publication alone were sold during the past year, showing an increase of 
380,668, while the magnificent Christmas issue surpassed anything previously approached in 
point of circulation. In trying to estimate the myriad blessings accruing from The Army's utilization 
of the power of the pen, it must be remembered that the War Cry is not merely a chronicler of 
events, but an active exponent of Salvation and thousands have found the Pearl of Great Price 
through its pages. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK. 
  
Never in the world's history has so much thought been given to the education, health, recreation 
and religion of young people. The Salvation Army is abreast of the spirit of the times indeed, the 
recent progress of our children's work has been nothing short of phenomenal. We believe in the 
conversion of a child, and the fact that 6,393 children found Salvation in the 47,077 meetings 
held for their benefit, is a testimony to the fact that we work for the accomplishment of this belief. 
Two Lieutenant Colonel Margetts’ credit we must mention that the young people's conversion 
showed an increase of 1,289 last year in the East alone. The junior corps organization is being 
perfected; 687 new local officers were enrolled and 769 junior soldiers made. The increase of 
companies on Sunday afternoon is also gratifying; 7844 separate companies are now conducted 
every Sunday throughout the country, at which last year 739,649 young people attended, giving 
an increase for the 12 months of 65,409. The Young People's Legion, which although only of 
recent inception, has already rendered valuable service in linking hold of the “’teens,” shows 
marked advances, 9,599 meetings have been held under its auspices throughout the year. 
Advancing the previous year's total by 3,593. The attendance at these gatherings reached 
268,119, an increase of 52,197. Here the West comes up with substantial evidence of progress, 
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for its membership of this Legion increased by 755. 1,012 new names were added to our national 
Corps Cadet roles. This brigade is daily assuming proportions of greater importance and 
promise. It is undoubtedly to this source that we can most assuredly look for are most capable 
officers of the future. It was noticed that out of the number of cadets in the western training 
college last year, nearly 50 had been Corps Cadets, and that for discipline, spirit and efficiency 
they stood second to none, thus demonstrating the advantages of the Corp Cadets preparatory 
course of training. 
  
The Band of Love, which is our popular scheme for the encouragement of juvenile kindness and 
temperance, shows an increase of 21,690 in the attendance at its meetings, and in addition of 
452 names on its role. 
  
Right down to the infants our Young People's work goes on, and the cradle roll provides for the 
systematic dedication of the very little lambs of our Army flock. To this role were added 905 new 
names last year.  
  
In the splendid advances of this branch of our work, our children's paper, the young soldier, has 
played an important part. During the year 1,526,807 Copies of this increasingly attractive and 
useful periodical were sold, exhibiting an increase of 224,849 over its last year’s total. 
 

PROPERTIES. 
  
Rapid strides have been taken in the acquisition of properties, and for style, equipment and 
location, our new buildings surpass almost everything that has been attained heretofore. In the 
East alone properties valued at over one-third of a million dollars were secured last year, and the 
growing realization of the advantages of owning our own rooftree on the part of officers of all 
ranks makes it probable that 1908 will witness the greatest advances along property lines in The 
Army's history in America, all honor to the provincial officers who have been so active in bringing 
about this magnificent showing. 
  
The five-story fireproof structure erected for the New York Industrial Home is an example of the 
splendid buildings we are requiring for our purpose. In this institution there is a Chapel where 
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meetings are conducted, reading rooms, shower baths, dressing rooms and every facility for the 
comfort and well-being of our poor clients. 
  
Another beautiful property is the Los Angeles Social Headquarters. It is said that tourists to the 
Garden City do not reckon to have seen all the sites until they have witnessed our fine building, 
and as I walked through its spacious equipment some months back I felt it was worthy indeed of 
the citizen's pride. 
  
The rescue work is well provided with its own homes, and so far as the East is concerned, with 
one exception, every building occupied by this work is Army property. Plans are now being 
perfected for the acquisition of a suitable building in Cincinnati for our slum settlements there.  
 

WOMEN'S RESCUE WORK. 
  
This important and successful work has put in a splendid year of service. Quietly, persistently and 
evidently have the devoted officers given themselves to their great task. Our Eastern rescue 
homes received 1,080 unfortunate girls through the past year, and passed out permanently 
reformed 636, and for the West a proportionate measure of almost miraculous achievement with 
this particular class is shown. Our homes are homes indeed, and although the roughest and most 
refined mingle in its inmates, order and cheer are their constant atmosphere. Yet there is nothing 
aggressively institutional about them — the rule is that of love. 
  
The Probationary Court is now assuming an important place in our rescue work. An officer 
attends the court daily, prepared to take any case the judge may see fit to hand over to our care. 
In many cases — such as Los Angeles, Spokane, Portland and Beulah (Cal) — Our matron have 
been appointed by special police officers, and render much appreciated service to both court 
and prisoner in that capacity. 
 

CHILDREN'S WORK. 
  
Destitute infancy and depraved youth have each received special consideration at our hands 
during the past year. Our nursery at Saint Louis — begun in one small room and now 
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accommodating fifty babies, with a scheme on foot for the sheltering of thirty more — is a 
gracious institution, and again one of “the prides of the city.” Only last year the ladies of this city 
organized a scheme whereby $18,000 was raised for this institution. 
  
Our children's orphanages proper, located at Spring Valley, N.J. and Lytton Springs, Cal., care 
for children of all ages, each being provided with well-equipped schools, undergraduate 
teachers and practical commercial training. 65 children are being cared for in this way at Spring 
Valley, and 150 at Lytton Springs. 
  
A fresh air camp, providing for thousands of young slum denizens a fortnight in the sweetness of 
the country is a much-blessed adjunct to this branch of our work. 
 

SLUM WORK. 
  
This work is the Army's heart-to-heart and hand-to-hand tussle with the extremes of want and 
misery. In the Eastern Division of this work 16,734 families were personally assisted during the 
past twelve months, 8,707 cases of sickness were ministered to, 809 persons assisted with fuel, 
764 with lodging's, and 8,795 garments were supplied, while the various creches attached to our 
slum posts cared for 17,954 children, allowing their mothers to earn the family’s support. This 
has developed into a most important feature of our slum work, and our day nurseries have nearly 
doubled during the past twelve months. This is a record of which the “Slum Angels,” as they are 
so often called, may justly be proud, but they are possessed of too much common sense, as well 
as religion, to do anything of the kind.  
 

INDUSTRIAL HOMES. 
  
This Department of our Social Operations is a practical solution of the much-vexed problem, 
“How to dispense charity without pauperizing its recipient.” Twenty-five new industrial homes 
were opened during the past year, giving a total of fifty-seven in the Eastern Territory alone. The 
national record up to and including the month of November is as follows: 
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The claims of Salvation were forced upon the men in 2,725 meetings, and 307 yielded to the call 
of the Savior. We gave employment to 11,600 men, being in increase of 1,778 on the previous 
year. Four hundred and sixty horses were used in the gathering of waste and 28,390 tons of 
paper were sorted, bailed and sold, again showing an increase of 3,463 tons. But how can cold 
type convey the changed lives and rehabilitated circumstances of the vast army of “unwanted” 
passing through our hands?  
 

SHELTERS. 
  
Homelessness and hopelessness combined have formed the incentive for many a crime. Against 
these two evils our shelters are arrayed. A few representative figures, plucked from the East and 
West respectively, give some idea of the merciful achievements scored by these institutions. 
  
Forty-five shelters in operation, with accommodation for 4692; 812 meetings, with an attendance 
of 31,311, and 92 professions of conversion — this for the East. The Western plucking is equally 
creditable — 120,000 beds, many hundreds of meals, and 30,512 men sent to outside institutions 
throughout the year. 
 

PRISON WORK. 
  
Although little more than 12 months old, our Brighter Day League, for the benefit of the inmates 
of the penal institutions of the United States has scored a remarkable success. Nearly all the 
principle prisons and reformatories are now open to us, and court and criminal authorities are 
daily endorsing the good work done there. Saying what I give some of the marvelous instances 
of divine power which we have witnessed, and print some of the beautiful letters from men 
serving life sentences who have found Salvation in their cells through our instrumentality, but 
space forbids. We leave the following figures to tell: meetings held in prisons, 3332; persons 
professing conversion at same, 1992; articles of clothing supplied to discharged prisoners, 1140; 
Meals, 1656; Employment given to 1265.  
 

ANTI-SUICIDE BUREAU. 
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Here again we touch a new and surprisingly successful departure. It is the youngest member of 
our social family, being only a few months old, but already it has averted hundreds of tragedies. 
The cases upon our books are tragic in the extreme, and the blessed results following are timely 
assistance nothing short of miraculous. Men and women on the verge of despair from misfortune, 
bereavement, disappointment, wrongdoing, and a myriad of other causes have been caught on 
the brink of self-murder, their lives spared, their misery assuaged, their wants relieved and in 
many blessed instances their souls saved. 
 

MISSING. 
  
New friends are astonished to hear of the great inquiry agency in operation by the Salvation 
Army. Two hundred seventy-seven have been discovered through our missing column in the War 
Cry, and the efforts of our Inquiry Department, resulting in the finding of wayward boys and girls, 
the uniting of husbands and wives, the bringing to justice of wrongdoers, and the discovery of 
long-lost relatives and friends. The testimonies of gratitude for help in this direction are myriad 
and emanate from all classes of society. One gentleman for whom we discovered a missing dear 
one thousands of miles away wrote, “You have succeeded in doing in one year what I've been 
trying to do for twenty-five years.” 
 

EPILOGUE. 
  
Our retrospect is done — or, rather, the rest must be left undone, for of all that God has won for 
and worked through the Salvation Army in this fair land throughout the past year the half has not 
been told. But we stay not upon the success of the past. Our foot is already upon the battle 
ground of 1908, and the thousands yet unreached, unsaved, unhelped, unfed and unloved call 
us to higher heights of achievement, the deeper depth of self-effacing service, and to more 
desperate faith in the Christ who has saved us and the cause which has claimed us.  
 


