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OUR LATE PRESIDENT 
An Appreciation 

 
On Thursday, August 2nd, as the flush of the sunset swept beyond the Golden Gate, the tolling 
of a bell was heard throughout the world. The great and kindly spirit of Warren G. Harding, laying 
aside his earthly tabernacle, quietly went forth to enter his “house not made with hands, eternal 
in the Heavens”. While his was a song of triumph, that of the nation was one of grief and 
mourning. Brief and brilliant though his career as the President of the United States, he had won 
the love and esteem of all that were able to put a true estimate upon the nobility of his character 
and the worth of his public service. 
 
Comparatively unknown, Mr. Harding came to the front to be crowned with laurel. Imperceptibly, 
by the sheer force of his goodness, he found a place in the affection of the American people and 
arrested and attracted the attention of the world. Boasting of no ancestral honor, he emerged 
from obscurity into the merciless light of public opinion. The high office to which he was called 
did not exempt him from criticism, but, on the contrary, challenged the critical inspection of the 
whole man. With becoming humility, his unfailing characteristic, he accepted the trust and 
guarded it as a sacred charge from Almighty God. In imperishable rectitude he preserved the 
dignity of his investiture until, at the call of death, he surrendered it, as immaculate and 
undefective as at first received. 
 

Adorned the Standard of Faith 
 
No voice of scandal, no breath of corruption, no venom of hatred, no political jealousy, no 
perversion of truth has stained or sullied an administration so brief, yet so illustrious. 
 
But let statesmen bear tribute to statesmen. Let it be my privilege to wine a simple wreath of 
appreciation and lay it upon his grave.  
 
Outshining the lustre of distinguished statesmanship there were fundamental moral qualities 
that, in my judgment, made Warren, G. Harding great. 
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He was a Christian, and in life and conversation adorned the standard of faith he professed. The 
acceptance of Christianity involves the subjection of life to the government of moral principles 
surpassingly excellent. These principles President Harding exhibited and exemplified. 
 
Humility, or lowliness of mind, was perhaps exceptional in one lifted, as Mr. Harding was, to a 
place of unexpected exaltation. The dignity, honor and power of his high office made all the 
more conspicuous the manifestation of this most alluring grace. He, indeed, had reason to be 
proud, assertive and dictatorial, but to the throne, higher than that of kings, to which he had 
been lifted, he carried that humility of spirit that God so delights to honor. 
 
To the grace of humility he added altruism, brotherly kindness, Christian charity to all men, and 
in all his activities manifested an unselfishness of service, a sincerity of affection, that have won 
for him a deep and an abiding place in the memory of his people. 
 
When first, at the White House, I met President Handing and looked upon the calm, strong face, 
with its generous smile, revealing the wonderful good-will of a great heart, I could not help but 
think of Shakespeare's words, "still in thy right hand carry peace". 
 
Good-will toward man and the invocation of good in man was the rule of his life. This rule shaped 
and developed the embryonic ideas of his boyhood; governed his first efforts toward a 
livelihood; inspired the matured thought of his great brain; controlled his newspaper business; 
directed his political career and gave the clear-cut and decisive character to his administration 
as Chief Executive of a great nation passing through the most critical period in the history of 
mankind. 
 
Thus, naturally, he felt a genuine interest in the work of The Salvation Army. In no patronizing 
spirit did he give of his substance to support our cause. His love abounded toward the needy 
and distressed wherever found, and was given expression in his generous contributions toward 
those agencies that were organized to relieve such suffering. This love made him a lasting friend 
of the Army, and of all the millions in America who mourn today because a prince and a leader 
has fallen none has greater cause to do so than those who fight beneath the Flag of the Blood 
and Fire; for the President as our understanding and large-hearted friend, esteeming the spirit 
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of the Army skin to his own, and knowing that the objects which he sees are precisely those for 
which his own life was so well ordered, The fields only differ. 
 

Followed and Honored the Master 
 
The president's faith was contagious. He was buoyant and hopeful and full of courage, because 
of his firm faith in God. The nation's problems would be solved by an application of the principles 
of life that his Master enunciated. So he followed that Master and honored Him in the conduct 
of his great office, fully confident that, as the various groups of men approximated the standards 
of life set, the causes of strife would disappear. 
 
Justice and judgment must be the arbiter and solvent of great world questions. “Questions 
settled by armed force are rarely, if ever, permanently settled". “Good-will” and “good 
understanding” were constantly being stressed in his attachment to the cause of peace; and, to 
promote this, he had definitely placed himself in solemn pledge to lead this nation to partnership 
in a World Court where judgment and justice shall supersede the arbitraments of battle for the 
settlement of any issue between nations. 
 
May the great God who has called into His own presence, beyond all strife, one whose every 
thought was for the peace of the peoples of a sorely tried world, grant that the aspirations be 
cherished may become our own and abide with us until the glorious goal is reached! 
 
“The Pilgrim they laid in a large upper chamber, whose windows opened toward the sun rising; 
the name of the chamber was Peace, where he slept till break of day, and then he woke and 
sang”. 
 
(September 1, 1923) 
 
 


