SALVATION ON THE STREET

The Last of a Series of Articles by Commander Evangeline Booth, in which our Leader Recalls
the why and therefore of the Army's Open-air Work, and presses upon Salvationists Their
Responsibilities in Connection Therewith.
Following up my practical suggestions of last week regarding effective street-meetings and how
every comrade may contribute to their victory, I would next bring before you the immense
advantage and unmistakable importance of keeping a good ring.
Through all time it has been decided that for outdoor assemblage, a circle is the most
advantageous formation.
First, it is imposing in appearance, and second, it offers the greatest facilities for control and
leadership. It may not have occurred to many that this item is one of importance, but my personal
and somewhat extensive experience in the line of outdoor meetings has impressed me with the
fact that not only is a good ring a necessity to a good meeting and a good crowd, but also that
care to keep one can only be given by the soldiery.
I would therefore repeat that a good ring should be kept, not a square or a three-cornered affair,
or something that shoots off at one end like the opening of a coal-shuttle. Each soldier should
aim at making a circle, which can be done by endeavoring to keep an even distance one from
the other and from the center all round. This uses to the best advantage the members present,
as well as lending a trim and impressive appearance to the smallest group.
Again, I would beg every comrade to avoid the appearance of inattention. Don’t chatter one to
the other. Soldiers should be careful not to enter into conversation around the open-air ring. This
damaging mistake is one so commonly and so easily made. Comrades and friends meet for the
first time that day, or possibly for several days, and very naturally they indulge in the few
whispered remarks which open up a conversation from which it is hard to break away while the
singing, or the speaking, or even the praying is going on. Very few things can be more
discouraging to a leader of a meeting than for his soldiers to appear so disinterested as to be
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chattering one to the other. I have known some of the most beautiful influences utterly destroyed
by this, and most undesirable impressions made on outsiders who have lingered to listen to the
message declared; and it is because of these facts that I would impress upon all the necessity for
exceptional care in this regard. Remember that in the open-air the eye of the ungodly is on us,
estimating our faith, sounding our sincerity. Let no carelessness cause us to make an unworthy
impression. Rather let it be the ambition of each soldier that his presence should be a substantial
auxiliary to the open-air gathering, a stronghold to the officer-in-charge by his prayers, songs,
and faith, and an inspiration to his comrades by the evidence that he gives of his devotion to the
cause.
And now for the great, indispensable, the Divine touch upon us — the open heart, the upturned
faith, the sincere outpouring of soul. Oh, that we could get more soul-lifting, heart-opening,
conscience-convincing prayer on the street and for the street! Pray!
Prayer has a power, a beauty, and a glory under any conditions, and at all times which belongs
to prayer alone. But it has always seemed to me that there is no place so fitting, no circumstances
which draw from the soul such fervent petitions, as that and those under the open heavens.
When argument has failed, illustration fallen flat, advice been rejected and warning spurned “the
fervent prayer of the righteous,” no matter how simple, or how tremblingly uttered, “has availed
much;” has broken down the prejudice, has melted the hardness, has relaxed the stern features
and has bedimmed with tears the dry eyes. Oh, let us pray! Not merely repeat a few sentences
with a loud voice and closed eyes, but call out to Heaven the cravings of the soul made hungry
for the salvation of the people. Pray feelingly, pray fervently, pray tenderly, pray determinedly,
pray believingly, and Heaven will hear and God will answer.
Lastly, I would say with all the persuasive force of which I am capable, be there.
There is no portion of The Salvation Army’s battlefield, no part of its service, no opportunities of
its Flag, that so exclusively belong to its rank and file as the open-air fight. Our soldiers around
the world have fought for it, in thousands of instances have suffered for it, have sacrificed for it
and have imprisoned for it; in some cases have even died in its defense. It is a privilege which
the fidelity of the most faithful, the courage of the most brave, the love of the most devoted,
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and the valor of the most heroic have secured, for the blood of some of our dearest has been
dropped in the street, the strength of some of our truest has been spent there.
Shall we not put forth strenuous efforts, even at the price of extra toil and inconvenience, or even
sacrifice, not only to hold the ground we have secured, but to hold it increditably,
advantageously, and praise-worthily? The ground for which our movement has paid so dear a
price, the ground upon which has been lifted the great sacrifice of living stones to which the eyes
of the whole world are lifted, the ground where rally the best and bravest of every land, the
ground where rains the thickest shot and gathers the heaviest foe, the ground where sinners
tremble, and hearts break, and souls are lost, and men curse, and children wail, and mothers
weep, and Hell trembles; the ground where Calvary was lifted, Jesus died, and the Light of the
World broke forth — the open street — BE THERE!
(N.Y.W.C)
(May, 21, 1921)
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