THE COMMANDER’S CHARGE TO THE CADETS

My Very Dear Cadets:
It is a matter which causes me very sincere regret that I am deprived of the privilege of being
with you tonight so as to personally hand to you the token of success experienced in your training
courses, and of the authority which I have caused to be prepared in the form of a commission,
and which you will be receiving, on my behalf, at the hands of the Chief Secretary, Colonel Peart.
A warm word of commendation is due because of the very worthy way you have applied
yourselves to the tasks that have been assigned to each during the training term.
From your College Principal I have had the most gratifying reports, and each time I have had the
opportunity to come to you to give counsel you have personally impressed me more favorably,
and have caused the highest expectations for the future success of this the Jubilee session of
cadets.
Your task is NOT finished – IT IS JUST BEGINNING. You will carry with you from tonight a warrant,
and will be its mandate be placed in various positions of leadership and authority in this the most
unique and aggressive organization in the realm of Christian service; and I feel that I must send
you a simple charge, impressing by this means the seriousness of the duty that develops upon
you from tonight.
1. THE POSSESSION OF YOUR COMMISSION WILL BE A PLEDGE OF YOUR
COVENANT MADE WITH GOD AND THE ARMY.
You know what the terms of that covenant include, but it is only because you have entered into
that contract that I am now giving you this trust. I cannot speak of all the immeasurable issues
that are involved; suffice it to say that principally your sincerity and devotion have impressed us
with your fitness for the great office to which you are being appointed.
2. YOUR COMMISSION WILL BE THE TOKEN OF YOUR AUTHORITY TO ACT.
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The place of power to which you are being lifted is not to be lightly esteemed. From this meeting
you will go to your different sphere of duty, armed, empowered, charged with responsibility to
do. Those to whom you go will, by virtue of this commission, gladly accept you, and will cheerfully
recognize your authority. They will not ask you to “make good” before they recognize. The
possession of the authority will beget the conviction that you have and will “make good.” You
will not fail me, I am sure.
3. THE POSSESSION OF THIS COMMISSION PLEDGES THE HOLDER TO
PROGRESSIVE SERVICE.
I have already said “Your task is just beginning.” The very nature of our work calls for the best
that is in us. In giving this it will surprise you how rapidly development will take place, and you
will meet the temptation to moderate and go at things with less energy, and the suggestion will
come to lessen the tension because your best today will result in a bigger harvest than did your
best a year ago. NEVER SLACKEN THE PACE. Let God have your best, your utmost, all the time.
Then, because your best is improving, as it certainly will, the results and efficiency of your service
will greatly improve. You will thus conform to the law of the Gospel by growing in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ.
You are now largely entering into other men’s labors, for, under my beloved father’s leadership
a world organization has been built up, which is held in the highest esteem. You must be true to
its traditions and eternal principles. As the Apostle says: “Let your conversation (or conduct) be
as becometh the Gospel of Christ.” That being so The Army’s interests will be perfectly safe in
your hands, and I feel like quoting the balance of that verse as being specially suited to the
occasion: “STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE MIND, STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE
FAITH OF THE GOSPEL.” If the Jubilee session will do this, then the ranks of our officership will
be greatly enriched by this commissioning tonight. I believe you will.
In this faith and love I greet you tonight, and send you forth, and shall ever be
Yours, depending on you,
EVANGELINE BOOTH,
Commander.
(August 14th, 1915)
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