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THE PRESIDENT'S PASSING 
Messages to Mrs. Harding and the New Executive 

 
 
To Mrs. Warren G. Harding, San Francisco, California: 
 
The news of the sudden passing of our beloved President comes to us a terrible shock and has 
brought intense pain and sorrow to every heart in salvation Army ranks. We mourn the loss of so 
able and wise a man as the President has proved himself to be Chief Executive of our country 
and the unspeakable loss the death of so great a man will be to the world. We honored him for 
his righteousness. We had unbounded confidence in him for his justice and truth. We loved him 
for his kindly feeling and understanding sympathy with all men. 
 
Let me assure you of the believing prayers of hundreds of thousands of our people who, in 
private and in public, will hold up your breaking heart before the Throne, asking that Divine 
grace and consolation may be your support and that wisdom shall be bestowed upon him who, 
in the providence of God, assumes the responsibility of the Government of our country. 
 

To President Calvin Coolidge, Washington, D. C.: 
 
The Salvation Army mourns with the world the loss of our great President, Warren G. Harding, 
and offers to you upon assuming the reins of the Government of our country its united prayers, 
and expresses the confident hope that Divine wisdom will be granted you so that you may direct 
the nation's affairs with conspicuous ability and in justice and righteousness. 
 
Exceptional honors and countless responsibilities fall upon your shoulders, but we believe that 
under Divine guidance you will with prudence direct the destiny of our nation at a period when 
national and international questions of great moment require breadth of vision, exceptional 
discernment and wise decision. 
 
EVANGELINE BOOTH 

 (August 18, 1923) 


