TO MY SOLDIERS

The topics upon which I write to my troops will deal with those duties which are embraced in the
true service of a fighting soldier, and for which, by virtue of his position, he is responsible to his
corps, his Commanding Officer and to his Flag.
For this week I have selected the important subject of the sale of the War Cry, seeing that we
have now reached that season of the year when its circulation is liable to decrease.
It must not be forgotten, the War Cry is one of our most potent agencies of our organization for
the spreading of the Gospel, the reinforcement of our rank and file, the recruiting of our
officership and the advertisement in every nook and dale of our Blood-and-Fire Flag. It has
lighted with its telling messages of God and goodness where the feet of no Salvationist or
Christian ever trod. In the crowded cities and busy marts it has enforced attention to the things
beyond. Across the midnight darkness of heathendom it has flashed the Gospel light, in dens of
iniquity and vice, it has been the voice of condemnation and warning of judgement. To the
isolation of the fevered couch and the convict cell, it has been the harbinger of rest and pardon.
On the fishing smack of the wild seas and in the prospector’s hut of the mining camps it has
spoken of Eternal Ports, and declared the worth of the soul. Its impressive appeals and persuasive
claims have drawn thousands from lives of ease and self-gain to the front ranks of battle for the
world’s Salvation, for hundreds of our officers and some of our most prominent leaders, such as
my honored predecessor, Commissioner Booth Tucker, have been brought into the Army
through the reading of the War Cry. O blessed, heroic and triumphant messenger — its
circulation is of the vastest importance, to us, and therefore offers every soldier, young or old, of
long-standing and of late enlistment, opportunity of rendering the most blessed and greatest
service. Of the best means and measures to adopt in War Cry selling, I cannot help but feel I can
efficiently speak and give some advice as to how to dispose of the paper, which will be helpful
to all those who are already engaged in this duty, and to those who after reading what I have to
say upon the matter will be.
Now, first let me say, War Cry selling is no easy work. I know this from experience, having done
a great deal of it in my time. I have sold it under all circumstances — in the dry and in the wet,
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in the heat and in the cold, with a great deal too much sun and without any; when I have felt
particularly below it. As I look back to my earlier days in the battle, I can scarcely imagine a
condition of weather, state or feeling or class of circumstance but what at some such time I have
sold the War Cry. Then I have sold it in all kinds of places — in the broad squares and avenues
of the wealthy districts, with their aristocratic and scornful passers-by, in the midst of the crowded
traffic and busy throng of large congested cities, outside the theatre door, ‘neath the glare of
the midnight lamp, inside the saloons, through the jails and hospitals, around the brickfields and
factories, in some of the gayest resorts of fashion and sin, and in some of the most doleful and
darkest neighborhoods, I have found its songs of peace and joy, its stories of deliverance from
sin, its testimonies of triumph over death to furnish a fitting message for every class of heart. And
I am glad to be able to say that under these varying circumstances I have sold the Wary Cry with
an exceptional measure of success, and had the honor of holding for some time the
championship of The Salvation Army. But all the same I did not find it was easy work. I found it
to be very hard work — work into which to be successful I had to throw all my energies, and I
still think those who try to do it and leave the working element out of it are sure to fail in the
result. As in all things you undertake for God and His Kingdom, you need to have your whole
heart in it, your mind in it, and your energies in it. This means that War Cry selling should take
its proper place in the real hard fight, and should be dealt with as part of the battle to be fought
— and fought well.
PRAY ABOUT IT.
2nd. Before starting to sell the War Cry, wherever it may be, be sure to PRAY ABOUT IT. It is as
important to have Heaven’s blessing upon the distribution of this messenger of salvation, as
upon the singing of a hymn, or a preaching of a sermon. The paper is wholly devoted to God,
and is one living declaration of His limitless ability to save. Every ‘Cry you succeed in persuading
a Christian to buy, you may know that you leave with him that which will inspire him to more
desperate battles and greater victories in the cause of Christ, for it tells of the sacrifice and
conquests of a great people, fighting for the redemption of others, in all parts of the world. Every
‘Cry purchased by the unconverted voices the burning truth, which will awaken the conscience,
convince of sin, warn of judgement and point to the Lamb for sinners slain. Thousands owe their
salvation to the reading of its columns and thousands sing His praises before the Throne, who
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found the way to Heaven through its story. Therefore, in selling the War Cry, beware of looking
upon it as a mere piece of merchandise, and remember eternal destinies may be decided by
your faithful and prayerful disposal of it. Pray that God will bless your individual effort for its
distribution with that fervent believing prayer of that righteousness which the Bible has promised,
shall avail much.
READ IT CAREFULLY YOURSELF.
3rd. Read it carefully yourself, so that on asking others to buy it, you will be perfectly conversant
with its contents, and so better able to push its sale. I made this a rule for myself when selling
the War Cry, and found it very helpful to scribble on a little slip of paper a list of the chief features
of interest the particular issue with which I was dealing contained and pin it to my jacket so that
I could easily refer to it; I could then quickly run over the items to those I asked to buy, and found
often that one would take the paper on being told that it contained something about India —
the point of interest, possible being a relative there; another of an article upon a popular and an
attractive topic, owing to strong opinions on the same matter; a mother by being pointed to the
fact that there are pictures that will interest the children, and a widow on hearing that issue
contains a beautiful poem “Loved Ones in Heaven.” As all good salesmen, you should know the
finest points of your goods — the most attractive and catchy, and you will be successful in
selling.
VARY YOUR MEASURES.
4th. Vary your measures. What will be successful in selling the paper in one place under one set
of circumstances will not be successful in others. You must not expect it to be. In some crowded
neighborhoods and markets to hawk the paper will do well. In some more select, but in well
populated parts, to quietly offer it individually to passersby will prove the best. In congested
thoroughfare, to sing one of its songs and announce its topics of interest and ask for a collection
for its distribution in the hospitals, jails, saloons, slums and among the sick will often secure a
sufficient amount to pay for a quiet number. In fact, I have found it very good to take up a
collection for the sale of the War Cry in a crowded saloon upon a Saturday night — each man
will give a little, which amount in itself will be under the price of the ‘Cry, but when lumped
together will purchase half a dozen, which they will distribute among them. I have often sold a
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dozen or more in this way, in one saloon, whereas, had I insisted upon the men buying
individually, I should only have been able to sell two or three. I pass it on to you for trial.
USE TACT.
5th. Use tact. In house-to-house sales it is not always advisable to introduce the paper
immediately the door is opened. It is often the wisest to begin with “Good morning,” “God bless
you,” or “It is a beautiful day,” or a “wet day,” or a “cold day,” whichever the case may be, or
“might I trouble you for a drink of water?” and so get into friendly terms before asking the party
to buy the ‘Cry. If there should happen to be any little children about, a little generous notice of
them may go a long way in securing the desired end; a short conversation with the baby has
disposed of many a paper for me. Or if, as you stand at the cottage door, there is every
appearance of the inmate being exceptionally busy, express sorrow at being obliged to interrupt
and if you can possibly see an opportunity for giving any passing assistance be sure you offer
the same; this will create good will and confidence toward the organization to which you belong,
as well as sell your paper.
TRY A SONG.
6th. Try a song. Have a voice? I hear you say “No.” Then you cannot use it, but if it is only a poor
one, then it is like mine, and I have done wonders with it in the service of the King of Kings,
especially in War Cry selling. You want to get familiar with the song tunes that are in that
particular issue, and ask in the saloon or home which they prefer — “The Last Rose of Summer,”
or “Hiawatha,” “My Old Kentucky Home,” or “Under the Bamboo Tree,” and when the tune is
decided upon sing it so that the word can be distinctly heard, and with a spirit which will make
all who hear it want the paper for the song’s sake. I know of a song sung this way selling a ‘Cry
to a man on his way to commit suicide who found in its pages Salvation for body and soul. I know
of a song sung this way selling a ‘Cry to a boy in a far distant Western town, who read in its
Missing Column of his mother’s prayers and tears, and made him hasten home. I remember,
myself, once singing a song this way, which sold a ‘Cry to a man who did not believe in God,
Heaven or goodness, who afterwards told me that that one paper changed all his life by showing
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him the way into faith and the Kingdom. The War Cry is a most marvelous and eloquent preacher,
and little besides its songs can more beautifully and proficiently introduce it.
HAVE A TIDY APPEARANCE.
7th. Have a tidy appearance. Carry a bright face and a clean one. The brighter your appearance
and the more tidy your general deportment the better it will recommend your personal religion.
Of course you would not care to wear your best uniform in War Cry selling, and indeed I would
not advise you. The coat or dress in which you execute this duty, most likely, will carry the marks
of travel, but this will do you no harm if there is evidence of cleanliness and care. A good deal of
the nap and original shade of the jacket may be missing, but it can be well-brushed, the greasespots erased with a little turpentine or benzine and all the buttons well sewed on, so that a tidy
and military appearance can be preserved. I have always known some very good men and
women who have unconsciously created most unfavorable impressions through dragging
through the streets with a bundle of dilapidated War Crys under their arm, their shoes uncleaned
and the laces hanging and several buttons upon their coats suspended upon one thread giving
the idea to all that they are a one-thread Christian, and calling forth very unkind comments
regarding both themselves and The Salvation Army. This is a calamity, yet an error which one
can more unwittingly fall into. To successfully sell the War Cry and evoke admiration for the Bloorand-Fire Flag, be neat and uniform in dress, military in bearing, courteous in manner, and not
give the public to suppose that in our ranks are those who are slovenly and indolent.
PRESERVE YOUR PAPERS.
8th. My next suggestion will be that you devise some means for the protection and preservation
of you War Crys in wet or humid weather. It is easy for us to put ourselves in the place of the
prospective customer, and imagine the impression created by the offer of a limp and bedraggled
paper one that looks as though it might have fallen into the tub devoted to the weekly wash,
instead of the prim, spick and span article thrown off our improved presses. To guard against
this, I would suggest an ample length of rubber cloth, easily purchased at any of the department
stores, which will keep the Crys perfectly dry and clean; or better still, a kind of enlarged
schoolbag, such as that used by the newsboys or letter-carriers. Either of these devices is much
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better than carrying your papers beneath your coat, which, at the best, only affords partial
protection. You cannot expect the public to buy a paper in which the print and pictures are both
largely distorted by rain and creases, whereas a neat and spruce paper is in itself inviting.
DISPLAY ENTHUSIASM.
9th. The sale of the War Cry very much depends on the spirit of the salesman — as indeed the
disposal of all goods. Notice the little newsboy. See the snap and vim, and “go” he puts into his
business. His very energy entices the penny out of one’s pockets, whether one wants that
particular paper or not. There is nothing doubtful or uncertain about the newsboy, and the
industry and push demonstrated in his work we must all admit is most praiseworthy, in fact has
claimed many a copper from myself as an expression of my appreciation of his indomitable
energy. Enthusiasm, and persistence consecrated to our work is always commendable to the
public, and by its evidence that we are “not slothful in business” in “serving the Lord” makes the
work we have on hand attractive, and more easily accomplished.
Enthusiasm is a great and powerful thing in all avenues of labor, but especially those embraced
in the Kingdom of God, and when I bear in mind the wonderful and far-reaching issues of our
consecrated press — the mighty things achieved by it, and through it ever since the day the first
copy of the War Cry startled the gaze of a wondering public — you will understand my claiming
from my American Soldiery even greater enthusiasm in selling the paper than that which
distinguishes the successful tradesman who is trying to amass a fortune in commercial pursuits.
10TH. KEEP UP YOUR HEART.
It is hard at times, but it is necessary for the success of your work. Your spirit will help your faith,
your efforts, your prayers, and all combined will bring in the victory. If you only sell one where
you hoped to sell six, or six where you hope to sell sixty, do not be discouraged and unduly cast
down; remember you cannot tell how far the one may travel, or how many corners of life’s journey
its fruits may meet you or how wonderful will be the story and angel who followed it may have
to tell you. Only be sure you sell it for Jesus, and He will see that you shall in no ways lose your
reward.
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In closing my letters upon the sale of the Cry, I want to point out that it should be much more
sold by our soldiers than it is.
The sale of our publications is surely one of the most important duties which comes in the line
of a soldier’s service, and I think should be recognized by all who can possibly share in it as a
solemn obligation, when myself a Captain in The Army, and in command of a corps, I persuaded
all my soldiers whose time and duties allowed to take part in War Cry selling, to do so, could
they only dispose of a dozen a week, or a hundred, realizing the immense benefits which came
both to themselves and the War Cry by the distribution of the paper. It is that part of that fight
which by right belongs to the soldier, and the soldier should do it.
(a) War Cry selling gives a soldier an excellent start. It did me, and I can conceive of nothing
more likely to draw out and develop latent powers than the selling of our white-winged
messenger of Purity and Peace. My very first personal efforts were bent in this direction. I
never thought I would make a speaker, or a great leader but my varying experience and
enterprising efforts in War Cry selling soon developed other powers, and the encouragement
my success brought me helped me at an early age to undertake greater responsibilities.
Many of our leading officers to-day-men and women who have for years been making Army
History in various countries would duplicate this experience.
War Cry selling brings one into those circumstances which enlightens the mind, enlarge the
heart, and stir the deeper and stronger emotions of the soul by the continual contact it
necessitates with sorrowing and sinning people, and thus through our seeking by its sale to
bless others we are ourselves blessed, for War Cry selling brings compound interest. It
duplicates itself, and becomes evenly divided between giver and receiver.
(b) You should sell it because it is a soldier’s choicest opportunity to help in the salvation of the
world. You may not be able to speak publicly, or rather you may think you can sell the War
Cry, and through it, you may reach the most remote corner of the world. I shall never forget
the thrill that passed through me upon one occasion when on a visit to that Mecca of the
nugget-seeker - the Klondike. I was visiting the local Bridewell in a certain city in that part,
and on entering the cell of a poor convict the first thing that fascinated my gaze, pasted
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against the wall, was a portion of a War Cry, containing a very telling article written to
backsliders, which in that lone cell in that far-away region, had led his poor soul to his forsaken
God. What inestimable good was accomplished by the brother or sister who sent that War
Cry to take its blessed message into that desolate and solitary confinement! What a Goddirected shaft its message proved to be! There are thousands of such instances but one is
enough to make us feel that War Cry selling resolves itself into an inestimable privilege —
one that indeed should be more highly esteemed than it is, as well as a sacred part of the
duty of all favorably-circumstanced followers of the Blood-and-Fire.
(c) Again, you should sell (if for nothing else) to have a hand in the further circulating of the Godblessed and crowned Missing Column for the finding, restoring and reconciling of long-lost
relatives and friends. Oh, the wondering boys and girls, husbands and wives this column has
been the means of restoring! Oh, wrecked homes it has rebuilt, wounded hearts it has healed,
broken wedding rings it has united, and shattered vows it has repledged! Remember your
Commander says with all her heart, sell it if only for the Missing Column, and be sure you
play a part in the re-uniting of the links that sin and sorrow has broken.

(d) You should sell it because of its cost. The cost of the War Cry should certainly be an incentive
to its sale. I do not mean the financial cost merely, although that is very considerable. The
money expended upon paper, ink, composition, press work, binding, proof-reading, editing
and publishing is no mean consideration, when as in our case, the most approved and upto-date machinery is used and reasonable salaries paid to the employees. Bu there is to be
remembered the grind of mind and heart — the toil of the consecrated men and women
behind the pen and press, the prayer, the thought and energy, the time, the incessant and
never-ending study to brighten the sheet and make it the greatest blessing to the greatest
number. Its cost is indeed too great a subject to write of here; there are so many things
connected with it that one cannot very well transcribe to paper. It is, however, its own
testimonial, and demonstrates the fact that in the make-up of the Cry week by week, we give
it of our very best, and as you, my dear comrades, in this important matter of pushing the
sales of the paper, will also give it your best.
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(e) You should sell it because it is the exponent of practical religion. The War Cry preaches a
positive, a here-and-now religion. In these days of endeavoring to pull the fundamental
verities of the faith asunder, the War Cry proclaims the fact that here is a body of militant
Christians who stand by the old faith, the old Bible, and the old religion of the Cross of
Calvary. It insists upon what I may call the positive side of religion; not the enforcement only
of the “thou shalt nots,” but likewise the “thou shalts,” principally among which is, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy soul, and mind, and strength, and they neighbor as
thyself.” It preaches faith in God the Father, Creator of earth and heaven, Maker of the
universe — faith in God the Son, able to save to the uttermost, pardon for direct guilt,
Salvation for deepest sin - faith in God the Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier and Comforter,
providing grace in sore temptation cheering up the heart in the ills of life, and making lights
in every dark landing place. Such a religion as this is of a truth abundantly worth the
preaching, and, might I not also add, the paper that preaches such a Gospel and ever keeps
it to the front, is abundantly worth selling.
Remember your Commander’s sympathy is with you in your every endeavor, as you walk in the
dusty roads, stand in the saloons, stop the people in the streets, pass from house to house and
perseveringly press through all manner of opposition. I shall be holding up your efforts to Heaven
for God’s continual crowning, while I believe for you with all the strength of my soul.
You are my people. You are on my heart; you are precious to me, hence all you undertake to do
in the cause of righteousness and for the advance of the fight, I am anxiously eager should be
successful that the joy of triumph should be yours, as well as the war should profit by your
endeavors.
Sincerely hoping the ideas and advice given in my letters upon this subject will be of some service
to you.
Yours asking for God and the Flag your best,
Evangeline Booth.
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