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WANTED! OLD LINEN 
  
Never in the history of hospitals have such stupendous demands been made upon supplies, for 
never has the list of the wounded been of such appalling length or their wounds been so terrible. 
  
One of my people, just arrived from war-torn Europe, tells me that, despite the generous and 
systematic provisions of the Ambulance Corps, there is already a pitiful dearth of hospital 
supplies. My informant told me how she had turned sick at the sight of the gaping wounds, and 
how she had seen a man tear the lining out of his coat to bind the running sore of his comrade. 
  
On inquiring, I find that this need is only all too great, and I write late and hurriedly to catch this 
week’s issue to outline a scheme in which I feel everybody can do something and will do 
something to literally help stanch the bleeding of the battle-fields. 
  
The effort will be designated, “The Old Linen Campaign,” and will appeal for the collecting of 
all sorts of old linen suitable for the making of bandages, pads, wads, etc. 
  
The outline for the scheme is as follows: 
 

WHAT TO GIVE 
  
As indicated by the title, you are asked to collect or give linen of all sorts – sheets, pillow-cases, 
table cloths, napkins, towels, handkerchiefs, underwear or anything else that can be made up for 
the binding of wounds. 
   

HOW TO PREPARE IT 
  
Being old is no drawback to the linen contributed, but it must be scrupulously clean – each piece 
to be boiled by the contributor without the addition of starch or blue. 
   

WHERE TO SEND IT 
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Sectional headquarters for “The Old Linen Campaign” will be arranged and will be advertised 
in all large cities, to which your contributions should be sent. These headquarters will be provided 
with full professional instructions as to how cut, roll and wrap the linen collected. If, however, 
you do not know of such a centre, or would prefer to send it direct to me, address your package 
to 

Commander Eva Booth, 
123 West 14th St., 

New York City. 
Marked, “Old Linen Campaign.” 
  

WHAT WILL BE DONE WITH IT 
  
First: All bandages, etc., will be sterilized under medical supervision and sealed in sterilized 
wrapping paper. They will then be shipped in large and frequent consignments to the hospitals 
of the various conflicting armies, which the neutrality of America makes possible. 
  
These awful conditions fill my heart with passionate sympathy and burning desire to do 
something – and something now – to relieve the agonizing suffering which, like a torturous 
scourge, is sweeping through these battle-scarred lands. 
  
Watch the coming Cry for something more I want to say, for which I have not the time tonight, 
and God bless every man and woman and child with ten thousand blessings who will immediately 
enlist in “The Old Linen Campaign.” 
  

EVANGELINE BOOTH, 
Commander. 

 
 

(November 7th, 1914) 
 


