WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH SELF-DENIAL WEEK?

This blessed and beautiful institution is with us again. For one week in the year we join hands
with our comrades all round the world in one great and worthy effort to give, and this is done
through the practice of self-denial by some exceptional and extraordinary method. We are to do
our best in the matter of persuading others to like purpose and effort, so that the sum of result
will come nearer to meeting the vast need that everywhere abounds within The Army’s worldgirdling operations.
What a wonderful organization The Army is! It is without question growing in the esteem of the
people generally, and nothing has so nurtured this growth as has the daily practice and habit of
self-denial which is characteristic of our people the world over. As this practice, in an individual
sense, has occurred among the officers and soldiers, it has given tone to the whole, and probably
no single organization in the world today has such a reputation for disinterested and selfsacrificing service as has The Salvation Army. Added to this habit comes the call every year for
further offering along these lines, and it is something that really amazes the world to find that by
these extra sacrifices a sum of over one million dollars is raised throughout the world during this
one week.
The abounding prosperity of this great nation, taken with the poverty of other peoples,
sometimes impresses me powerfully with the thought that we in our favored situation have not
done a well as we should. Other lands have done better – much better – and I am quite sure that
all my officers and soldiers, and the great and generous bevy of friends of this work, will share
my feelings and say with me, we should really lead the world in this most worthy enterprise. Let
us try to do so.
“What is done with the money?” is a question frequently asked, and I have caused a little
statement to be printed upon every collecting card, showing how the $63,800 raised in this
country last year was spent.
Nearly half of the amount was applied to missionary work in foreign lands. It is quite impossible
that our work among the heathen should be self-supporting. Men and women have gone from

What Shall We Do with Self-Denial Week?

1

our ranks in the United States to labor in India and other parts of the world and have shown, in
doing so, a most worthy, Christ-like spirit, for at the very best all kinds of privation, sacrifice,
difficulties and inconveniences have to be encountered, endured and mastered. We should
certainly buttress these dear souls with our prayers and faith and support. In India there are
300,000,000 souls, mostly in the grip of poverty as well as heathen darkness. Whole districts are
repeatedly burned up with drought and famine prevails. Frequently they cannot raise money for
the rice needed to keep body and soul together, and so it is quite impossible that they should
give much toward the support of their beloved Army. And yet, what wonders have been wrought
and what a door is open here! It has frequently happened that whole villages at once have turned
away from their idol worship to serve the living God, and the former idol temple has been
changed to a Salvation Army meeting-place.
In Korea, with its 15,000,000 people, we have a wonderfully prosperous work. They have no
national religion and the people hunger for the light. Here our blessed officers suffer daily. I do
not mean that they suffer persecution but that they voluntarily suffer privation in that they
cheerfully surrender home and its comforts, loved ones and their fellowship and all the soft and
convenient things that obtain in centres of culture and civilization, and they gladly go to this
needy nation in the spirit and power of their blessed Lord to know the loneliness and isolation
that certainly awaits them, with the coarse fare and physical weariness that are inseparable from
this sort of work, and this they do because “the love of Christ constraineth them.” The most
wonderful work has been going on in the distant country districts of that far-away land. Large
groups of converts have been made and gathered before the leader in Seoul, Colonel Hoggard,
was aware that any work was in progress in these remote places. We must generously help.
Then there is Java with its 30,000,000 people, for the most part utterly ignorant of the Gospel.
The leper colonies are here under our care, and The Army’s Hospital for the eye, ear and throat
is the biggest of its kind in Java. Major Dr. Wille handles thousands of cases every year and the
Government subsidizes this feature of our work. Borneo and Celebes have recently been opened
by our workers.
In Japan, with its 53,000,000 people, we are working hard and successfully. Had we never
accomplished anything else than to bring about the reform which resulted in the abolishment of

What Shall We Do with Self-Denial Week?

2

legalized prostitution, it alone would be abundant justification for all the expenditure of toil and
money. Our Colonel Yamamura labored ceaselessly. Missionaries rallied to our cry, with the result
that the revolting practice of selling little girls like cattle was abolished. Yet this great economic
reform is but the fringe of the mighty work that has been and is being accomplished.
What a privilege and a pleasure it is that we can do something toward all this great work, and
what a pity it is that we cannot do more! It grieves me to see that from all the wealth of this great
land we could only gather last year barely $28,000 for this purpose.
Our Mission Work has to be cared for. Appropriations for the Training School, the Women’s
Social Work, the Children’s Homes, the needy corps, the Sick and Wounded Fund, the Young
People’s Work and the Ministering League, all had to be made. The whole of the $63,000 was
spread to the farthermost limit, and it seems to me that the unmeasured blessing that followed
could not possibly be stated in terms of dollars and cents; and yet the offering, although so
generous, was still so very far from meeting the need that existed that I am constrained to ask
this year for a still more Christlike outpouring of both soul and substance for this great work.
Then let our Self-Denial be bigger and better than ever. Be assured that as you join in this great
effort, blessing in a thousand fold will come into your own heart and life, for the “inasmuch” of
the Master always includes boundless compensation.

(April 15th, 1916)
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