Quotations to Ponder
THE SALVATION ARMY ON GRACE AND THANKSGIVING
“As lilies of the valley pour forth perfume, so good hearts pour forth thanksgiving.
No mercy is too small to provoke it, no trial too severe to restrain it. As Samson
got honey from the carcass of the lion he slew, and as Moses got water from the
flinty rock, so the pure in heart are possessed of a sort of heavenly alchemy, a
divine secret by which they get blessings out of all things, and for which there is
giving of thanks.”
Heart Talks on Holiness, Samuel Logan Brengle
“Grace is impelling in its nature of urgency. But it is not compelling. Jesus said,
‘And I, if I will be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.’ (John
12:32). The word is draw, not drag. His grace is a magnet. It is not a chain.”
The Security of the Believer, Milton S. Agnew
“Grace is a one-word summary of all Christ’s work.”
The Desert Road to Glory, Clarence Wiseman
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ON THANKSGIVING
“And God be praised we had a good increase… Our harvest being gotten in,
our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner
rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of our labors. They four in one
day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the company almost
a week. At which time, amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, many
of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their greatest king
Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and
feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to the
plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others.
And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the
goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of
our plenty.”
Edward Winslow, Plymouth Plantation, 1621.
“They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their
houses and dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in health and
strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed in
affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other
fish of which they took good store, of which every family had their portion. All
the summer there was no want; and now began to come in store of fowl, as
winter approached, of which is place did abound when they came first (but
afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there was great store
of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had
about a peck a meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to
that proportion. Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty
here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports.”
William Bradford, Plymouth Plantation, 1621
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“Thanksgiving is the language of heaven, and we had better start to learn it if
we are not to be mere dumb aliens there.”
A. J. Gossip, Professor of Christian Ethics and Practical Theology at the University
of Glasgow
“Foolish talking and jesting are not the ways in which Christian cheerfulness
should express itself, but rather ‘giving of thanks’ (Eph. 5:4). Religion is the source
of joy and gladness, but its joy is expressed in a religious way, in thanksgiving and
praise.”
Charles Hodge, principal of Princeton Theological Seminary
“Unto no duty are we more dull and untoward, than to the praise of God, and
thanksgiving unto him; neither is there any duty whereunto there is more need
that we should be stirred up.”
David Dickson, Scottish theologian
“We would worry less if we praised more. Thanksgiving is the enemy of
discontent and dissatisfaction.”
Harry Ironside, American preacher
“Pride slays thanksgiving, but a humble mind is the soil out of which thanks
naturally grow.”
Henry Ward Beecher, American preacher and reformer
“The private and personal blessings we enjoy – the blessings of immunity,
safeguard, liberty and integrity – deserve the thanksgiving of a whole life.”
Jeremy Taylor, clergyman in the Church of England
“There should be a parallel between our supplications and our thanksgivings.
We ought not to leap in prayer, and limp in praise.”
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, English Baptist pastor and writer.
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“If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, ‘thank you,’ that would
suffice.”
Meister Eckhart, German theologian
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