We Gather Together
(To be read on Thanksgiving Sunday. Requires one reader with musical
accompaniment. See attached PDF for music, also available in most hymnals.
Recommend that the verses of the hymn be cued up on the projector to
facilitate easy congregational singing.)
On a cold, overcast, New England kind of day, a weary band of men, women,
and children are rowing towards shore in a rough, waterlogged rowboat. Behind
them lies a ship, bobbing up and down in the harbor. It is hard to believe that for
the last three months, this leaky, dank, unpleasant ship was their home. It housed
them, sheltered them, and protected them from the ocean’s stormy seas.
Although it had brought them to their destination, the voyage had been a hard
one. Two members of their party had died, and another had to endure the
indignity of giving birth during the rough ocean crossing, bringing new life into
the world in the most difficult of circumstances.
Every one of them was
coughing and among them were some who would not survive the coming
winter.
But all of that was now behind them. Before them was new life, new hope, and
a new world. As the rowboat made contact with the sandy bottom of the
shoreline the men and women scooped up their children in their arms and
stepped out of the boat. Some of them cried out as the frigid November water
touched their ankles, soaking the bottom half of their clothes. Forming a circle
on the beach, the leaders among them bade the men to remove their hats.
There was a lot to do. A lot of preparations needed to be made to transition
from the ship to the land. But now was not the time for that. Joining hands, the
pilgrim fathers and mothers knelt in the sand and with their eyes fixed
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heavenwards, began to sing a hymn of thanksgiving. Please stand as we join
with them in singing, “We Gather Together”, after a brief musical introduction.
(sing)
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing,
Sing praises to his name: he forgets not his own.
As men and women of scripture, the pilgrims no doubt were reflecting on the
Bible’s many exhortations to give thanks. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to “Give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” As
we gather together on this day of thanksgiving, may we remember that as
Americans, Thanksgiving is one of our founding institutions. As we sing the
second verse together, let us remember that the same God who brought the
pilgrims safely to America’s shores, the same God who inspired the generous
Wampanoag people to provide care for the pilgrims during that first harsh
winter, is the same God that orders and guides the steps of his people today. Let
us sing.
(sing)
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning;
Thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine!
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Prayer: Heavenly Father, God of the harvest, Lord of First Fruits, we thank you for
who you are. We thank you for your goodness. We thank you for your plan of
salvation. We thank you, that you love us. Help us to always be a thankful
people. From our gratitude may your grace flow freely. Going forward, may we
remember our godly heritage. From Plymouth Rock four hundred years ago to
the day-to-day realities of life today, may we continue to be a thanksgiving
people. Defend us, Lord, as we seek to live in a way that is pleasing to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
In celebration of thanksgiving, let us conclude the singing of the hymn with the
third and final verse.
(sing)
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be;
Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!
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