Childre’ Meag
The Greatest Present

ON YOUR MARK:
Bible Truth: The best Christmas gift is a relationship with Jesus.
Bible Story: Luke 2:10-12
GET SET:
Materials: 5 tubes of Christmas gift wrapping paper, 5 empty boxes that fit
into one another, ribbons, bows, gift tags, etc.
A piece of coal or rock.
A medium sized box wrapped with plain brown paper. Wrapped inside
the box place a wooden or paper cutout of the word “Jesus”
Small brown paper bags full of candy, tied up with Christmas ribbon, two
for each child present (one for every child, one for every child to give
away)
DIRECTIONS:
Put the piece of coal in the smallest empty box; starting with the smallest empty
box, wrap the box in Christmas wrapping paper. Place wrapped box in the next
biggest box. Continue until all boxes are wrapped and contained in one
package. Use ribbons, bows, and name tags on each wrapped box to make it
look as festive as possible. Place the plain brown paper present beside the
beautifully wrapped present.
GO:
Today, I have something very exciting to share with you. Who is excited about
opening presents on Christmas Day? In some places, it is a tradition to allow
good boys and girls to unwrap one present on Christmas Eve. Would anyone like
to unwrap one Christmas present, right now? (Pick up present. Select one child
to unwrap the first box. As the child is unwrapping say...)
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Ooh, look how beautifully it’s wrapped. It must contain a really nice present!
(When child unwraps present and finds another wrapped present, express
confusion.)
Wow, that’s really strange. But look how beautifully this present is wrapped.
Would someone else like to unwrap this one? (Pick another child to unwrap the
second layer. Continue this until the fifth child unwraps the smallest present - the
last empty box. Finally, when the child opens the box to find the piece of coal,
say…)
Oh my goodness! What is that? It looks like a lump of coal! I don’t understand, it
was wrapped so nicely from the outside. The packaging looked so pretty, but
when you opened the last box, there was just an old dirty piece of coal. It
looked nice on the outside, but it wasn’t so nice on the inside.
Sometimes, presents can be like that. They’re wrapped really nice, and maybe
it’s something you thought you really, really wanted. But once you open it, and
play with it for a while, you realize that it’s not the gift you thought it was.
Sometimes the best presents are not the fancy electronics that we get bored
with two weeks later. The best presents are often the simple ones that bring us
the most joy. Like this present – (pick up the plain brown paper box). This present
sure doesn’t look as fancy as the other one, but would anyone like to open it to
see what’s inside? (Select one child to unwrap the present. Child unwraps the
present to discover “Jesus”.)
(Hold the Jesus cutout) In the Christmas story, the shepherds were told by the
angels that they were going to get, an AMAZINGLY, AWESOME, present! The
angel said to them in Luke 2, verse 10, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
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Now this was a present that wasn’t wrapped up in pretty packaging, or fancy
ribbons. He was wrapped in old cloths. Jesus was God’s son! He’s more
important than any person who has ever lived. He should have been born in a
palace, where all the wealthy people could come and worship him. But was he
born in a palace? (No.) Where was he born? Jesus was born in a stable, with
smelly barnyard animals. His parents could not even lay him down in a nice soft
crib. Do you know where they laid him? They laid him in a manger, or a feeding
trough where animals ate their food.
But do you know what? Although Jesus didn’t come into the world wrapped in
fancy packaging, unlike the present we opened tonight that turned out to be a
piece of coal, Jesus is EVERYTHING! Jesus is the GREATEST PRESENT. Jesus is our
Savior who died on the cross to save us from our sins. Jesus is our Lord, meaning
that we follow and obey him. And Jesus is our FRIEND: he loves us so much, he’s
the best friend we could ever ask for.
(Begin to pass out plain paper bags containing candy/treats)
Now it wouldn’t be very nice of me to say that you were going to get a present
to open on Christmas Eve, only to give you a piece of coal. I have in these plain,
brown paper bags, some wonderful treats. As you open your bag of treats,
remember that human beings will often judge something by how it looks on the
outside. God, on the other hand, looks on the inside. God looks at the heart. I’m
going to give you two bags: one for you to enjoy and one to share with a friend.
As you give the second bag of candy to your friend, tell him or her about the
true meaning of Christmas. Tell how the best Christmas present in the world is a
relationship with Jesus Christ. Even more than that, remember that Jesus came
into this world, not in a prettily wrapped package, but as a humble baby, born
in a manger.
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PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for giving us the greatest Christmas present ever the gift of your son, Jesus. As we open our Christmas presents on Christmas Day,
may we remember that the greatest gift we can give one another is the gift of
love and service. We thank you that Christmas allows us the opportunity to
spend time with our families and our friends. We pray for those at this time of
year who are lonely and have no family to spend Christmas with. We ask your
blessing on them, and us, as we celebrate this season. Help us to share the good
news of Jesus Christ with our friends, our classmates, our neighbors, and our
family. You are the best Christmas present we could ever receive. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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