LETTER TO CADETS

My Dear Young Comrades:
Other important duties that press upon me unfortunately forbid my presence with you tonight,
but rest assured, will you not, that in spirit I shall be very really with you, and that especially my
thoughts will be with you and upon you as the commissioning is going on and you are being
appointed to your first responsibilities as officers of the one world-wide Salvation Army.
This is a golden-letter day in your history – one that will stand out with the day of your conversion
to God, and the day of your uttermost consecration to the service, as a landmark in your career,
which you will be able to look back to when the days of darkness and temptation fall upon you.
You will find it helpful in future days to look upon this occasion, as you are dedicated under our
beautiful Flag, as a sufficient answer to the doubts and fears that the enemy of souls may see fit
to assail you with.
You are God’s; you are The Army’s; you are the General’s; you are mine! Nothing shall ever be
allowed to pluck you from our grasp.
Be brave! Be courageous! Be constant in the fight, in season and out of season! You are going
out to a world that is hungry for the Bread of Life, and will perish unless it receives the precious
gift. What a priceless privilege! Not for a year or two, but for life – whether your life be long or
short. You are going out to fight to a finish, and go Home at last to enjoy the victor’s reward.
God bless you, and keep you, and make you valiant soldiers – front-rank officers – fearless
conquerors ‘neath the folds of the Blood-and-Fire Flag!
Prays, yours, depending upon you, now and ever,
Evangeline Booth,
Commander.
(May 9th, 1914)
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