YOU SHOULD KNOW THESE THINGS

(Under the above caption the Commander has issued a brochure, which gives a bird’s-eye view
of the activities of the Army. This is specially for distribution at the Panama Pacific Exposition,
and it is extensively illustrated. We cull therefrom some of the interesting items:
GENESIS.
The Salvation Army was brought into being in the year 1865, when William and Catherine Booth,
impressed with the hopelessness of the vast crowds living in squalor and quite beyond the pale
of existing church work determined to devote themselves to the blessing of these people,
believing the only effectual way to do this, in a permanent sense, was to secure by persuasive
means the application of the Divine Remedy – thus they preached the Gospel, and it proved to
be a multitude of the neediest of men and women the power of God unto salvation.
This multitude had to be organized, and The Salvation Army is composed of these and a host of
other men and women all over the world, without regard to nationality, race, color or station,
who are primarily made one in spirit by the impartation of a new life, and the attendant conviction
that it is theirs to do all that is possible to bring others into the possession of the same blessing.
The organization is constituted and governed after the fashion, although not in imitation, of a
military force. This gives strength, expedition and oneness to its efforts.
Operating in fifty-eight countries and colonies, it is now a worldwide organization. The Gospel
is proclaimed by 16,000 commissioned officers in thirty-four different languages at 9,415 corps
– An Army unit for a city or district – and these officers are assisted by tens of thousands of local
officers and hundreds of thousands of soldiers.
Additional to the many thousands of corps are all the numerous institutions which are being
operated throughout the world, to which brief reference is made in these pages.
STREET WORK.
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The initial step taken by William and Catherine Booth when they went to the street was but as a
seed corn dropped into a field which was destined to yield a prolific harvest. Obeying thus
literally the Saviour’s command to “go into the highways . . . and compel them to come in,” the
outgoing has since been continuous and the compulsion of souls has been an equally marked
characteristic. Born in the street, The Army thrives in the place of its nativity, and its power to
prevent evil and encourage purity by this means is beyond computation. The far-reaching nature
of the work can be better understood when one is reminded that over 33,000 street meetings
are conducted by this movement every week. Millions are thus reached with the Gospel, and this
cast audience is not wholly composed of the morally strong, for mixed with the crowd are those
who have lapsed into a sad and hopeless state of degradation. As many of those who speak and
testify were formerly with the most dejected of the audience, it follows that special force obtains
to such a presentation of God’s message to man, resulting in many of the worst being saved.
INDOOR ACTIVITIES.
Between forty-five and fifty thousand meetings are held every week, attended by upward of two
million people, who in different parts of the world hear the Gospel preached in thirty-four
languages. In these halls, the home thrust is a little closer and the effort to obtain decision is
frequently more protracted than is possible in the street. The force of workers must have a home
or meeting-place. Many of these are very humble, unpretentious store rooms, but such serve,
even though imperfectly, for a rallying point from which to go to the rescue, and back to which
they can come, bringing usually some of the choicest specimens of sin’s product. To these indoor
services come also a great number of high-principled men and women, because of the
opportunity they afford for active Christian work.
THE CAUSE AND CURE OF HUMAN WOE.
The woes of the world are caused by sin – the transgression of God’s laws, moral, physical and
spiritual. The cure is found in reconciliation to God and obedience to His laws. Every effort in all
departments of Salvation Army operations is contributory to this end, directly or indirectly. The
aim is the salvation of body, mind and soul.
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In the words of General Bramwell Booth: “The Army carries joy wherever it goes. It wipes away
earth’s tears, carries the burdens of the oppressed and makes the lame to leap and the dumb to
sing. It carries hope everywhere. It won’t let even the vilest despair. When the world throws them
over as hopeless and the devil counts them as his sure and lawful prey, the hope of salvation
comes in and turns their poor, darkened hearts toward the rising dawn of a holy life. The Army
is alive to help anybody, its eye is ever open for the suffering and sinful an its hand ever
outstretched to help them. All this is true for all peoples. It makes no difference whether they are
white or black, whether they live in sunny lands or dwell in the midst of ice and snow.”
CHILD’S WELFARE.
The causes which make the children’s work necessary are both numerous and obvious. Poverty,
desertion, sickness and death of parents, all contribute to this need. Sometimes much of blame
is to be traced, but to take a child from its parents is only resorted to as an extreme measure.
When this is done, it immediately becomes obligatory to provide a home. The Salvation Army
has forty-eight such Homes throughout the world, accommodating 2,133 boys and girls, and
those most competent to judge have said that these Homes provide all that can be desired in
such cases.
A model Home is at Lytton Springs, Sonoma County, Cal., to which place the courts of the State
commit a great number of boys and girls, all of whom are cared for in the best way possible. The
instruction and training comprehends all that is included in a public school education and added
thereto are the most practical lessons in farming, dairying, fruit-raising, with courses in domestic
science especially for the girls. Music, both vocal and instrumental, has a place in the curriculum,
but the thing regarded as of supreme importance is the moral training of the young, so that all
may be thoroughly fitted to withstand the temptation to laps into sin, when in mature years they
shall face the great responsibilities of life.
The reader may wish to see child life under three conditions, in which case Lytton will provide
and excellent example and will be easily reached from San Francisco. Should interest take you
thither, be assured of a cordial welcome, and the fullest investigation is desired on the part of
The Salvation Army.
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THE CARE OF WOMEN.
For the suffering womanhood of the world The Salvation Army has established a great chain of
homes and institutions of various kinds. Probably the most potent of these, for the reclamation
of our errant sisters, are the large number of Rescue Homes, which are located in the principal
cities of our land. Something of the dire need must be apparent to every observant person,
although its awful extent is seldom explored but by those whose constant duty takes them into
this underworld of woe. This is not the place to descent upon the cause, be it mother’s
negligence, man’s cupidity or sheer willfulness on the part of the subject of our attention. The
grim fact has to be dealt with, and The Salvation Army rejoices on account of the able workers
operating in this field, and it gladly joins hands with them in the effort to lift as many as possible
from the very hell of vice and misery into which at least 300,000 of our sisters are plunged. For
this purpose, thirty-four Rescue and Maternity Homes have been established by The Army in the
United States, while the number of these throughout the world reaches to 142.
In these Homes girls in trouble are welcomed, given medical attention in the hospital, if
necessary, taught domestic science and sewing, are advised, and above all, urged to seek the
guidance and help of Him who bade the sinful woman “go and sin no more.”
When physically fit, they are sent out to situations with their babies, which they are urged to
retain and support, or they are returned to mothers or friends. A great effort is made to get hold
of these girls after they have made their first wrong step and before they have become hardened
in their sin. During the year, 7,103 were received into these Homes, of whom 6,408, or ninety
per cent., were passed out as satisfactory cases.
YOUNG WOMEN’S BOARDING HOMES.
In quite another realm are our Young Women’s Boarding Homes. The object of these Homes is
to provide at a moderate cost all the comforts and conveniences and fellowship that a good
home is expected to possess. There are a great number of young women who are deprived of
these privileges because of a large number and variety of causes. These young women are
eminently respectable, but their ordinary earnings in the positions occupied as clerks,
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stenographers, etc., fail to yield sufficient to meet their need, if the ordinary methods of living
are adopted. Here was a field needing occupation, so that by the spirit of co-operation one could
help the other. The guiding mind and capital had to be provided, and, given this wise
management and original investment. The Army saw that the young women would be able to
pay the actual cost of their maintenance and at the same time enjoy all the appointments
belonging to a well-furnished home. The wise and sympathetic ear of a strong, Christian Matron
is always open to the tale of joy or sorrow that may be told by her guests, and not a few have
had occasion for gratitude for the counsel and advice given in hours of need and sometimes
temptation and despondency. The prevalence of a strong and happy Christian spirit in these
Home is of untold value.
THE MAKING OF MEN.
The problem of the poor is a complex one and its solution has to be many sided.
Among the variety of agencies instituted, those for the helping of homeless men are very
important. This is not the place, nor have we the space, to set for the causes of unemployment.
We simply use the occasion to state that the fact is being faced, and earnest effort is being made
to meet the need with an adequate remedy. Fundamental to all our effort is the fact that the
man needs saving and is worth saving, and faith says: “He can be saved.”
The tangible means used consists of a very simple formula. Waste labour plus waste material
equals social redemption. The proposition has been carried to the point of demonstration in
thousands of cases. Your old newspapers, magazines, clothes, furniture, etc., have provided in a
year 3,163,878 meals, 1,063,608 beds and cash paid to the otherwise unemployed in exchange
for the labor collecting, sorting, repairing and distributing this material.
The Salvation Army has 139 Homes in the United States in which this work is conducted, and
these Homes accommodate 3,239 men. These Homes are usually full and are hives of industry.
The skilled laborer, be he tailor, upholsterer, cabinetmaker, tinsmith or clock or shoemaker, can
often be put to work of reparations, right in line with his mechanical ability. The workman
untrained to any trade or profession is employed on duties where no such training is required.
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The whole accumulation or product yields sufficient for the support of these workers and they
thus work out their own salvation – socially.
This economic endeavor, important and successful as it is, would fail to serve the end desired
were it to stand alone, but to the Salvationist it is only a means to an end. The great idea lying
at its base is to save the man. The social tragedy which left him penniless and, in many cases, an
outcast, was consequent upon sin. This is so in very many cases; hence the dynamic of a great
religious conviction becomes the compelling force behind this method and makes it
immeasurably more effective than it would be otherwise. Primarily, these workshops are for the
making of men.
THE ARMY IN PRINT.
The literature of The Army consists of three weekly and one monthly periodicals in the United
States, besides many books. The periodicals are regarded as the official gazette of each branch
of the work which they represent. The War Cry represents the general work of The Salvation
Army, The Young Soldier the Children’s Work, and the Stridsropet is the War Cry of the Swedishspeaking work. The Social News deals with the institutional work of The Army. The average
circulation and subscription price are as follows:
Circulation
War Cry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 75,100
Young Soldier . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 37,796
Stridsropet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,500
Social News (per month) . . . . . . .14,900

subscription price
$2.00
$0.50
$1.50
$0.50

These papers are designed to give The Salvation Army in print, and undoubtedly give a fair
survey of the work.
In other parts of the world the War Cry is printed in twenty-five different languages and the
combined issue is 1,112,000 per week.
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There are also many other periodicals issued regularly, some for officers only, some for local
officers, some for bandsmen and others covering the need of local work.
Mr. Holbrook Jackson, writing for one of the great London weeklies, among other things says:
“The Salvation Army is an international association of faith and service; it is a nation permeating
all nations, and just as the Press of a nation may be taken as the window of its soul, so you may
take the Press of The Army. Writing as a journalist, I may say at the outset that I have the highest
admiration for the skill and enthusiasm with which the numerous Salvation publications are edited
and produced. I must admit also that it came as a surprise to me when I learned that no less than
eighty-one separate newspapers and journals, printed in twenty-five different languages, were
issued under the auspices of The Army . . . .”
“But the mere extent of The Army Press is not its most impressive quality. What impresses one
most is the remarkable fact that these eighty-one papers are self-supporting, and their articles
and news items voluntarily contributed . . . That fervent elevation which General William Booth
introduced into the contemporary religious life is here translated into journalism . . . To have
produced so large a number of influential periodicals independently of journalists, news-agents
and advertisers, is a triumph which ought to have special commendation in the annals of the
press.”
WORK IN THE PRISONS.
The prison is a special field for our evangelistic effort. In the United States we are conducting a
regular work in 251 prisons and jails. This regular work includes ensemble meetings with the
prisoners, personal visitation at the cell door and the distribution of our literature. The fact that
our operations are so widespread gives us a splendid facility of caring for the prisoners upon
their release. Our Interstate Employment Bureau, collaborating with the Prison Department, has
placed, and is placing, hundreds of released men in suitable employment. The Brighter-Day
League is an association of prisoners within the prisons, looking toward the good behavior, moral
uplift and salvation of men. In several of the States prisons Salvation Army corps have been
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formed of converted prisoners. The Prison Department has made rapid strides during the last
five years and has been almost universally commended for its service in aiding toward the final
reclamation of the offender.
RAMIFICATIONS.
The multifarious character of The Army’s operations defies description and explication in this
small brochure. Space will not permit the mention of some of the activities. Here we would invite
the interested reader to a closer examination of the methods, plans and purposes of this
movement – listen to its heart-throbs, analyze its motives. The great dynamic at the back of it all
is its religion. Whether this finds expression in an Anti-Suicide Bureau or a Relief Station, a Labor
Exchange a prison visitation, a Drunkards’ Ambulance Corps or a Naval and Military League, a
Bandage Bee or a Christmas Dinner – all alike are the outcome of “Faith which worketh by love.”
Service – unselfish, disinterested service, for others – is the resultant that flows from what is the
glory of The Salvation Army – its religion.
MONEY.
Notwithstanding the enormous amount of voluntary service which is given by unpaid workers, it
still remains an everlasting problem as to how the expense of the work is to be met. The workers
give generously of their substance when they have anything to give, but what is better still, they
always give themselves. Here and there municipalities and sometimes States will, by a grant or
subsidy, express gratitude and seek to pay part of the expense for the work done. Now and then
a rich person will bestow a generous donation, but the greatest portion of the expense bill has
to be raised by the pennies and nickels of the poor. This in itself involves great labor, and often
ties the hands that should be employed in other ministry. The voice of God is often head through
the medium of human need. Lazarus lies at the gate and he must be fed. What is wanted is
philanthropic vision on the part of those who are blest with the substance required, and we
earnestly commend this matter to the consideration of such.
The foolish charge that a large percentage of the money collected in the United States is sent
out of the country has been repeatedly answered, and yet the charge is frequently repeated. No
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tribute is levied by London or any other city. What is done is certainly done voluntarily by all
concerned, and consists of one effort each year made in Self-Denial Week. This is always
announced as being for Home and Foreign Missions, and half of the amount raised is applied to
the Foreign Mission field and the other half to the work in the United States, embracing our
Orphanages, Slum, Rescue, Training and kindred work. Last year, for the entire United States,
the Self-Denial effort realized $64,000.
Balance sheets will be cheerfully sent to any interested friend.

(July 24th, 1915)
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